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Although every effort has been made to assure the accuracy of the information in this document, students who use this document should note that laws, rule, and policies change periodically, and these changes may alter the information contained herein.  Not until your credential is cleared, you will be held responsible for any new requirements that might be imposed.  It is recommended you visit the web site (www.csuchico.edu/educ) to further answer questions related to teaching credentials.

It is recommended that you contact the Agriculture Teacher Educator to assist you in planning your program.  This document is simply to assist you!

Overview

There are two agriculture credentials in California:  the Single Subject Agriculture and the Agriculture Specialist.  These credentials have overlapping requirements (see table below).  The Single Subject Agricultural credential allows teaching classroom agriculture in K-12 only.  The Agriculture Specialist credential allows teaching career technical classes, ROP, FFA advising, SAE supervision, and qualifies for vocational education funding.  This document will walk you through the process of completing these requirements.

	Requirement
	Single Subject Ag
	Ag Specialist

	Subject matter competency (CSET or waiver program coursework)
	X
	X

	Single Subject Coursework (flex block system)
	X
	X

	Occupational Experience
	
	X

	Ag Education Coursework
	
	X

	Pass CBEST 
	X
	X

	B.S. Degree 
	X
	X


Subject Matter Competency

Since both credentials allow the teaching of all aspects of agriculture the course requirements include a broad selection of courses.  This “breath” requirement fits well with the integrated nature of the Chico State program.  While the B.S. degree program for the agricultural education option provides the framework for a broad experience, students seeking a credential must insure they meet the subject matter competency requirements (or take the CSET examine).
How to Use This Document

This document serves as a planning tool to help you complete your credential program and as an informational packet for the Ag Ed Interview.  Items marked with an “*” are part of the interview packet.  Begin by reviewing the sections that outline the requirements for the credential.  Complete the checklist “planned” column by entering the semester and year you think you will complete each requirement.  Check off the line to keep track of your progress as you complete each requirement.  Review the checklist with your advisor. 
This document is available online in WORD format so you can fill out the forms and print them for your interview packet.

Checklist
	Planned (semester/yr)
	Completed Semester/Yr
	Requirement
	Required for Credential Program Application

	
	
	Cumulative GPA - 2.75 for the last 60 units or 2.67 overall
	X

	
	
	CBEST (must be taken before entry into credential program)
	X

	
	
	Certificate of Clearance
	X

	
	
	Agriculture Education Interview (contact Agriculture Education Coordinator for details)
	

	
	
	Flex Block I courses completed
	X

	
	
	Letters of Reference (One from credentialed Ag teacher and one from anybody that can speak to your potential as a future teacher.  Both must be on official letterhead)
	X

	
	
	Application for Teacher Education Program.  
Credential and Graduate School Applications are due in the Graduate School, Tehama 209, by 4:00 PM on March 1 for fall and September 15 for spring admission (If you have questions regarding the application process contact the Department of Education at 530.898.6421).  The applications and instructions can be downloaded from http://www.csuchico.edu/edsc/focus/ 
	

	
	
	Apply to Graduate School 
	

	
	
	Courses required for the Specialist in Agriculture Credential complete
	

	
	
	Subject matter competency complete 
	

	
	
	Credential completed
	


Single Subject & Ag Specialist Credential Requirements
I.  Credential Program Prerequisites

Course Requirement (Flex Block I)
Prerequisites required for admission into the Department of Education Teacher Credential (Professional Education) Program (all courses uses must be at “C” or above grade). 

	Completed
	
	
	Units

	
	AGRI 210
	Early Field Experience -  Equivalent to EDTE 255
	2

	
	EDTE 302
	Access and Equity in Education
	3

	
	EDTE 530
	Fundamentals of Teaching Practice 
	3

	
	ENGL 471 
	Theory/Practice of Second Language Acquisition 
	3

	
	EDTE 532
	Teaching with Technology
	1


Other Requirements
	Completed
	

	
	Cumulative GPA - 2.75 for the last 60 units or 2.67 overall

	
	CBEST (must be taken before entry into credential program) 

	
	Certificate of Clearance

	
	Application for Teacher Education Program


Agriculture Education Interview
· Schedule interview two semesters prior to entry into the credential program.

· Complete and submit the interview packet two weeks in advance of your interview to the Agricultural Education Coordinator and include 

· Items marked with an “*” in this guide
· Copies of the letters of reference used for your credential application 

· Unofficial transcripts from all post secondary institutions attended.
· Treat this interview as you would a professional job interview (preparation, appropriate attire, etc)

· Contact Agriculture Education Coordinator for additional detains and dates.
II.  Other Credential Requirements

Courses required for the Specialist in Agriculture Credential – If possible, these courses should be taken during your undergraduate program as electives within the option (along with AGRI 210).
	Completed
	Course
	
	Units

	
	AGRI 201
	Introduction to Agricultural Education
	3

	
	AGRI 321
	Program Development in Agricultural Education
	2

	
	AGRI 420
	Techniques in Vo-Ag Instruction
	2

	
	AGRI 421
	Curriculum & Methods in Ag. Mechanics
	3


Courses required for the Single Subject Credential in Agriculture - The following “floater” courses can be taken as an undergraduate or during the credential program:
	Completed
	Course
	
	Units

	
	EDTE 580 
	Educational Psychology (formally EDTE 246)
	3

	
	HCSV 451 
	Health Education for Secondary School Teachers (formally HCSV 261)
	3

	
	POLI 155
	Political Science 155 or 355 (GE course required for degree, technically a “floater” course)
	3

	
	CMST 131 or THEA 111
	Public Speaking or waiver (CMST 131 can be used as a GE A1 course)
	3


III. Credential Program

Upon acceptance into the Teacher Credential Program and Graduate School, (approximately 5-6 weeks after application deadline) you will receive a letter inviting you to an information meeting regarding the program.

Additional Coursework (Flex Block II)
	Completed
	Course
	
	Units

	Typically taken the first semester of the credential program

	
	EDTE 532 
	Literacy Development (formally EDTE 230B)
	3

	
	EDTE 533 
	Subject Area Pedagogy I (formally EDTE 230C)
	3

	
	EDTE 534 
	Teaching Special Populations (formally EDTE 230E)
	2

	
	EDTE 535 
	Teaching Practicum I (formally EDTE 230F)
	3

	Typically occurs the second semester of the program

	
	AGRI 520 
	Student Teaching:  Agriculture
	10

	
	AGRI 521 
	Curriculum and Methods of Teaching Vocational Agriculture
	3


Personal Information*
	Name 
	
	Date
	

	Local
Address
	

	Permanent Address
	

	Telephone:  
	Local
	(      )
	Permanent
	(     )

	Email
	


Education

List colleges and high schools attended.  List most recent first. 
	Institution
	Major
	Degree
	Grad Yr.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


	Year(s)  in High School Agriculture Program 
	


Leadership Activities:

	FFA/4-H or other organization
	Highest Organizational Office Held, Special Awards, or Honors Received

	
	

	
	

	
	


Agriculturally-related activities in college

	

	

	


Occupational Experience in Agriculture or Agribusiness*

The occupational experience requirement consists of either: 

· A minimum of 2,000 hours of either paid or voluntary experience, the entirety of which must be completed after graduation from high school; or,

· A minimum of 3,000 hours of either paid or voluntary experience, of which a maximum of 1,500 hours may be accrued prior to graduation from high school.

Additionally:

· One or more of the occupational experiences provide an opportunity for the candidate to develop an understanding of and experience in employer/employee interactions.

· One or more of the occupational experiences provide an opportunity for the candidate to gain knowledge, skills and concepts concerning employment in agricultural occupations that can be integrated into the agricultural classroom.

· Summer, full or part-time, FFA, 4-H, college enterprise projects, or work at the various units may be counted as part of the one-year post high school experience.

· The Agriculture Education Program Coordinator in consultation with the Agriculture Education Advisory Committee evaluates and approves the appropriateness of occupational experience.

List chronologically (with last experience first) your agricultural experience (paid or unpaid) to date.  Note: 2000 hours = 1 year full-time employment.

	Name & Address of Employer
	Nature & Scope of Occupational Experience
	Dates
	Number of Hours

	
	
	From
	To
	Paid
	Unpaid

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL HOURS


	
	


Agriculture Subject Matter Competency Requirements*

The subject matter requirements may be met through any one of the following options:

· Passage of the CSET (California Subject Examination for Teachers) Agriculture Exam.

· Or completion of the CSU Chico approved waiver program (see program requirements below)

Waiver program in agriculture (courses approved by advisor)

	Course
	Semester
Units

	A.  Animal Science Courses (8 minimum semester units)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	TOTAL
	

	B.  Plant, Soil Science and /or Horticulture Courses (8 minimum semester units)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	TOTAL
	

	C.  Agricultural Mechanics Courses (8 minimum semester units)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	TOTAL
	

	D.  Agricultural Business Courses (9 minimum semester hours)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	TOTAL
	

	E.  Natural Resources (3 minimum semester hours)

	
	

	TOTAL
	

	E.  Specialization (9 units) must be taken in one of the following areas  (ANSC, PSSC, AGET, ABUS) or other area approved by your advisor:

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	TOTAL
	

	GRAND TOTAL (45 units minimum)
	


* One-quarter unit equals two-thirds of a semester unit.

References*
The Agriculture Education Office will contact the following:

	A. 
	Name
	
	Title
	

	
	Address
	

	
	City, State, Zip
	

	
	Phone
	

	
	Email
	


	B. 
	Name
	
	Title
	

	
	Address
	

	
	City, State, Zip
	

	
	Phone
	

	
	Email
	


	C. 
	Name
	
	Title
	

	
	Address
	

	
	City, State, Zip
	

	
	Phone
	

	
	Email
	


References should be able to attest to your character, work ethic, suitability to be a teacher, etc. 
Appendix

Recommended Subject Matter Competency Courses

The course listed below may be used as a guide in planning which courses you take to meet your subject matter competency requirement.  The courses listed under the required column are required as part of the B.S. degree, those listed as Elective many be used as electives in the degree program.
	Course
	Units
	Required
	Elective

	Animal Science:

	ANSC 101 (GE B2) -- Introduction to Animal Science
	3
	X
	

	ANSC 230 -- Animal Feeds and Nutrition
	3
	X
	

	ANSC 301 -- Intermediate Animal Systems
	3
	X
	

	AGRI 305 -- Agri Genetics & Biotechnology
	2
	X
	

	Plant, Soil Science and Ornamental Horticulture

	PSSC 101 (GE B2) -- Introduction to Plant Science
	3
	X
	

	PSSC 250 -- Introduction to Soil Science
	3
	X
	

	PSSC 274 – Greenhouse Management
	3
	
	X

	AGRI 305 -- Agri Genetics & Biotechnology
	2
	X
	

	Agricultural Mechanics

	AGET 120 – Intro to Ag Mechanics
	3
	X
	

	AGET 150 – Ag Machine Systems
	3
	X
	

	AGET 360 - Irrigation
	3
	
	X

	Natural Resources

	AGRI 331 -- Agricultural Ecology
	3
	X
	

	Agricultural Business

	ABUS 101 (GE D1) -- Intro to Ag Business/Economics
	3
	X
	

	ABUS 261 -- Farm Accounting
	3
	
	X

	ABUS 321 -- Agribusiness Management
	3
	X
	

	Specialization (6 units) must be taken in one of the following areas (ANSC, PSSC, AGET, ABUS) or other area approved by your advisor:


1

