
 

The museum hosted a Native fine art installation for the 26th  

Annual California Indian Conference (CIC), which was held this year 

on the Chico State campus October 27-30.  Beverly Ortiz,  Lecturer in 

the Anthropology Department at CSU East Bay and Ethnographic 

Consultant, organized Native artists from around the state to display 

their paintings, prints, baskets, carvings, videos, jewelry, fabric art, 

and beadwork.  Over 600 participants attended the conference. 
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Artists at the opening reception.  Photograph courtesy of Louise Miranda Ramirez. 
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C O M I N G  H O M E :  

I S H I ’ S  L O N G  J O U R N E Y  

By Adrienne Scott 

   A hundred years ago, on August 29, 1911, Ishi, the 

last living member of a small band of Yahi Indians, 

chose to walk into the Euro-American society of the 

early 20th century.  He arrived during dangerous 

times for Native Americans.  Ishi’s appearance has 

been interpreted by some as a signal of the defeat 

and starvation of the Yahi people. Others believe it 

was possibly his way of committing suicide at the 

hands of white settlers. Still others tell the story of a 

brave man willing to protect the dignity and rem-

nants of a culture by giving himself up to the modern 

world.  Telling Ishi’s story is also a lesson in the diffi-

culty, in fact, the impossibility, of having one per-

son’s life represent the story of an entire population.               

   As the centennial of Ishi’s arrival in Oroville closes 

in December, the Valene L. Smith Museum of An-

thropology will open an exhibition to reflect on as-

pects of Ishi’s story.  As budding anthropologists and 

museum professionals, student exhibit designers 

will be mindful of the mistakes of the past and rec-

ognize that one exhibition, like one man, cannot rep-

resent the entire telling of a complex and still unfold-

ing story.  The exhibit will be open December 13 and 

run through July, 2012. 

We would like to extend a heartfelt 

and sincerest thanks to our donors 

who have graciously gifted several 

items to the museum’s permanent 

collection. This includes:  Augusta 

Andreae (African prints), Dorothy 

Creely  and Robert Scott (Native 

American Necklace), Patricia Ed-

wards (Alaskan Dolls) Maggie Hill, 

Carol Grigg, and Kathryn Baker 

(Dorothy Hill Cradleboard Collection), 

Valene L. Smith (Pacific Islands and 

Masai Collection), Lucille Whiting 

(Print), Nancy Green (Pre-Columbian 

Pottery).   

 

N E W  T O  T H E  C O L L E C T I O N  

Beginning Spring 2012 the museum will transition to an 

online format for our newsletter, and we need your help!  

Please call or email us with your email address so that 

we can continue to send you  

our newsletter and other information. 
 

(530) 898-5397 

anthromuseum@csuchico.edu 

W E  N E E D  Y O U R  H E L P  
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Photo courtesy of Charlie Urbanowicz. 

Dancers share their heritage at the museum.  Photo courtesy of Hermelinda De La Rosa. 

Students had 

their faces 

painted in 

honor of the 

Day of the 

Dead.   Pho-

tos courtesy 

of Hermel-

inda De La 

Rosa. 

N E W S  F R O M  T H E  C O - D I R E C T O R S  

By Dr. Stacy Schaefer 

   It’s great to be back! After a year of sabbatical leave, I 

have returned renewed to Chico and the Valene L. Smith 

Museum of Anthropology. My time away further reminded 

me of the extraordinary importance of museums, the roles 

they play in their communities and the magic that can un-

fold when museums make civic engagement a priority. In 

the course of my sabbatical, I wrote a book-length manu-

script on the life of a unique centenarian from South Texas, 

Amada Cardenas, the first federally-licensed dealer to legal-

ly sell peyote to members of the Native American Church. 

During the research phase of this writing project I had the 

good fortune to interact with Margarita Araiza, who over-

sees the Border Heritage Museum in Laredo, Texas. We 

plan to mount a future exhibition on Mrs. Cardenas, who is 

a treasured member of the South Texas community.  

   I experienced how museums actively engaged with their 

communities in Oacaxa City, where I participated in an inter-

national conference on textiles at the Textile Museum of 

Oaxaca.  I learned more about the dynamic programs this 

museum has with the indigenous communities in the state 

of Oaxaca.  In New Mexico, it was on to a speaking engage-

ment at the Museum of Indian Arts and Culture in Santa Fe 

as part of the lecture series for the exhibition Huichol Art 

and Culture: Balancing the World. In Albuquerque, I visited 

with weaver Luis García, from the Tiwa/Piro Pueblos. Luis 

has been working with the Indian Pueblo Cultural Center in 

Albuquerque to revitalize ancient weaving traditions in 

Pueblo Indian communities.  Continued on page 3...   

 

 

 

By Dr. Georgia Fox 
 

   This fall began with another action-packed semester full 

of events, classes, and new and returning students to Chico 

State, and to the Department of Anthropology’s Museum 

Studies Program.  Included in this flurry of activity is the 

ongoing care of the Valene L. Smith Museum of Anthropolo-

gy’s ethnographic collection of over 2,000 objects.   During 

the summer of 2010, the collection found its new and per-

manent home in Plumas 121, after being in located in a 

temporary storage facility on Oak Street.  The new storage 

space is climate- controlled and continuously monitored by 

a PEM2 Datalogger. 

    Following the move, the next step was a complete wall-to-

wall inventory, conducted during the fall semester of 2010 

and spring semester 2011 by Museum Studies graduate 

student Niles Reynolds, and undergraduate Lisa Flader.  

The next phase is the reorganization and housing of the 

collection, which is being undertaken by graduate students 

Niles Reynolds and Melissa Chacon, and other student vol-

unteers.   The final phase of the project will be the digitiza-

tion of the collection.  Continued on page 3... 

By Adrienne Scott 

Perhaps the most exciting collaboration of the se-

mester was  a series of events related to the tradi-

tional Mexican holiday, Day of the Dead, throughout 

the month of October. Adrienne Scott, museum Cu-

rator, together with Oscar Mendoza of Educational 

Talent Search, a campus program committed to pre-

paring and motivating low-income, first generation 

college students for success at the university, 

dreamed up this venture.  The Day of the Dead 

month-long celebration included Charles Carter, Di-

rector of the Cross Cultural Leadership Center and a 

number of Hispanic student  organizations and mul-

ticultural fraternities, including MECHA. This collabo-

rative effort with the campus Hispanic community 

was meant to encourage visibility and understanding 

about an important facet of Chico’s diverse popula-

tion.  

   The Day of the Dead, or, Día de los Muertos, is an 

oft-misunderstood holiday mistaken for “Mexican 

Halloween.”  Day of the Dead takes place on Novem-

ber 2nd each year.  Although there can be face 

painting and spooky decorations involved, this holi-

day is one of remembrance, as families gather to 

celebrate and remember the lives of their loved 

ones who passed away.  Every Wednesday in Octo-

ber the museum offered programming associated 

with understanding this holiday and considering 

what being Hispanic means in Chico.  The culmina-

tion of our events happened on Wednesday, Novem-

ber 2, with a community Tamale dinner to honor this 

traditional holiday.   

For timely news, events, and  

announcements  find us on Facebook! 
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     Exhibition Opening Reception 

     Coming Home:  Ishi’s Long Journey        

     Thursday, January 26, 2012    

     5:00 p.m.—6:30 p.m. 

 

     Celebration of Valene’s Birthday 

     Enjoy cake and refreshments at the museum. 

     Tuesday, February 14, 2012    

     12:00 p.m.-1:30 p.m. 

 
 

 

     Night at the Museum 

     This year’s theme is archaeology! 

     Friday, March 30, 2012  

     6:00 p.m.—9:00 p.m. 

 

     World Explorations Lecture Series  

     Sundays at 4:00 p.m. at the museum. 

     February 12, March 4, April 1, May 6 

     Check our Facebook page or museum  

     website for topics. 

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  

By Dr. Stacy Schaefer 

 

   Yes, museums can act as catalysts in their communities, 

reaching out to assist, helping polish, even showcasing the 

gems that arise from such partnerships. And that brings me to 

the Valene L. Smith Museum of Anthropology. Over the fall 

2011 semester, the Museum has taken a leading role in our 

community through partnerships with North State Symphony 

Orchestra, the College of Humanities and Fine Arts, and the 

Turtle Bay Exploration Park in highlighting the talents of young 

blossoming photographers in our annual photo competition. 

The Day of the Dead altar display and events hosted at the 

museum drew extraordinary participation by the Mexican 

American student clubs and the larger community. This collab-

oration brought appreciation, respect and greater understand-

ing of cultural diversity to an illustrious level at the university. 

In conjunction with the California Indian Conference hosted by 

the Anthropology Department, the  

   Museum took center stage with an exhibition of contempo-

rary California Indian Art by artists attending the conference. 

During the conference the museum became a center for con-

ference members to socialize and meet other participants. 

These are all exemplary community partnerships that I have 

brought to the attention of the students enrolled in the Gradu-

ate Museum Studies seminar that I am teaching this semes-

ter. The students in the seminar are all designing future col-

laborative museum projects with members of the community 

that will be coming to fruition in the future. It is an exciting 

time for the Museum as we continue to grow in our new loca-

tion and take on a more central role on campus and in the 

community. I am happy to contribute to the various projects 

the Museum has established and, with the staff and our stu-

dents, move the Museum forward as we create and imple-

ment new partnerships and take new directions to explore 

with the community.  

 
 

 

 

By Dr. Georgia Fox 

 

   The museum now has a new Collections Policy that address-

es policies and procedures in working with the collection, and 

helps provide guidelines for anyone working with the collec-

tion.   

   In the Anthropology 461, Museum Collections Management 

course, students are leaning about rehousing artifacts; in 

some instances, under direct supervision and guidance, stu-

dents are actually working with objects from the museum’s 

own collection.  Thanks to a generous Strategic Performance 

Funds Grant from the College of Behavioral and Social Scienc-

es, the course, which I have been teaching since the fall se-

mester of 2002, has now expanded to include more hands-on 

practicums, where students can develop further skills and 

knowledge in the care of cultural heritage.  In the course, stu-

dents have had the opportunity to create protective storage 

mounts for textiles and objects, to learn about paper-based 

and photographic collections, as well as being informed on 

California legislation for curating archaeological collections.  

Students also are learning about all of the many concerns of 

the museum environment, such as proper control of light, tem-

perature, and humidity, Integrated Pest Management, and 

how to recognize processes of deterioration by employing pre-

ventative care.   

   Ultimately, one important goal of the Museum Studies Pro-

gram is to provide our students not only with the theoretical 

underpinnings of approaches in preventative conservation, 

but to also to imbue them with knowledge of current stand-

ards and practices in caring for cultural heritage, especially in 

working with indigenous peoples.  This is particularly the case 

here in Northern California, as the museum collaborates and 

works with local tribes and other entities.  It is our hope that 

students will be better prepared to meet the challenges in 

cultural heritage work in the twenty-first century as they seek 

internships and employment. 

N E W S  F R O M  T H E  C O - D I R E C T O R ’ S  C O N T I N U E D . . .  



CHICO, CA 95929-0400 

 M U S E U M  A L L I A N C E   

 M E M B E R S H I P  F O R M   

Your contributions help us to continue providing a  
vital teaching resources for the CSU campus and 

Chico.                

 

C O N T R I B U T I O N  C A T E G O R I E S  

 $10.00 Student/Senior   

 $17.00 Senior Couple 

 $30.00 Family 

 $50.00 Supporting 

 $100.00 Sponsor 

 $365.00 Dollar-a Day Gift 

**Make Checks payable to:  

     Valene L. Smith Museum of Anthropology 

  

     Mail to:  Valene L. Smith Museum of    

        Anthropology, CSU, Chico 

        400 West First Street  

                   Chico, CA 95929-0400 

 

  Name______________________________ 

 

  Address____________________________ 

 

  ___________________________________ 

 

  City________________________________ 

 

  State________________Zip____________ 

 

  Telephone__________________________ 

 

  Email______________________________ 

 

 


