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Research Summary:

Current demographic trends show an darming increase in the age of the US population over the next 50
years. EStimates claim that 25% of al United States resdents will soon be 65 years of age or older. The
impact that age related diseases will have on our health care system will be catastrophic. My research
focuses on the age related decline in cognitive function and age related diseases of the brain and centra
nervous system. | study nerve cdlsin the brain and in culture in order to understand how they communicate
with each other. Molecular biology and classical neurocanatomical methods are used to examine severd
different aspects of cdl to cdl interactionsin the developing and aging brain. The god of thisresearchisto
learn how to maintain and strengthen cellular connectionsin the nervous system and thus, reduce the impact
of disease and aging on brain function.
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