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    This workshop will be useful for rank beginners as 
well as for people with some knowledge of mushrooms. 
We will start the day with an hour or so of introduction 
to the subject – how to get started, what you need to be 
concerned about in doing identifications, and a ques-
tion and answer period. After that, we will go into the 
field to gather mushrooms, following the advice pro-
vided in the introduction. When we return from gath-
ering mushrooms we’ll get into the identification part 
of the workshop using the field guide Mushrooms De-
mystified by David Arora. After an introduction to the 
process of identifying mushrooms, participants will be 
guided through hands-on use of the book with actual 
mushrooms to practice the process of identification. 
The class may close with taste testing of the edibles we 

find to give participants an idea of how to start cooking with them. With some extra planning, perhaps 
we can have some bread, cheese and wine to round out the tasting. 

Philip Carpenter has been collecting (and eating) mushrooms all his life. He grew up in the upper 
Midwest where his family collected morels in the spring every year as a family outing. Following a break 
from collecting mushrooms after moving to California in the 1970s, his interest in nature and walking in 
the woods led to his taking a beginning class on mushrooms from David Arora in 1978. He has been ex-
tensively self-taught in mushroom identification since then. Philip has been a member of the Fungus Fed-
eration of Santa Cruz since it was organized in 1984 and has been an officer in the club for all but 2 of 
those years; he is currently the organization’s Prime Minister. He has been a chief taxonomist for their 
annual Fungus Fair for the past 15 years or so, and has led forays and classes for UC Santa Cruz, the 
Monterey Parks District, the Fungus Federation, and numerous other organizations. He is a consultant 
to the local hospitals and veterinarians in mushroom poisoning cases. He has been invited to assist in the 
survey of the mushroom diversity of Yosemite National Park by the research team led by UC Berkeley 
and assists at every long distance foray by assembling species lists of the mushrooms gathered during 
each foray. Philip has a Ph.D. in Organic Chemistry from Iowa State University and spent his career 
(now retired) as a chemist and environmental oceanographer. 

Participants should dress for being both indoors, and outdoors in field exploration mode – i.e. with 
boots, hat, etc. – and with rain gear if conditions require. Bring lunch and water. If possible, please also 
bring a copy of Mushrooms Demystified and collecting containers (baskets, etc, but no plastic bags). 

This workshop will meet Saturday, February 25, 2012, from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at the Big Chico 
Creek Ecological Reserve conference center – go to www.csuchico.edu/bccer/directions.shtml for direc-
tions. The registration fee is $100.00 personal, $125.00 business ($90.00 for members of Friends of the 
Herbarium). Please register in advance; class size is limited to 20 participants (class cancelled without a 
minimum of 8 participants). For more information about workshop content please contact Philip Car-
penter at philandmac@sbcglobal.net. For more information about workshop registration please contact 
the Biology office at (530) 898-5356 or jbraden@csuchico.edu. 

Friends of The Chico State Herbarium — California State University, Chico 

SEE PAGE 2 FOR A REGISTRATION FORM. 



 
Please make your check payable to “Friends of the Herbarium” and mail to  

Friends of the Herbarium 
California State University, Chico 
Chico, CA 95929-0515 

NAME:  ___________________________________________________________________  

ADDRESS:  ________________________________________________________________  

  _____________________________________________________________  
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PHONE:  __________________________________________________________________  

E-MAIL:  __________________________________________________________________  

AMOUNT ENCLOSED: ______________________________________________________  

Friends of The Chico State Herbarium — California State University, Chico 

Introduction into 
Mushroom Foraging and Identification 

 

February 25, 2012 
 

workshop registration form 


