CSU, Chico Fund Definitions
Introduction
To understand the budget process at CSU, Chico it is important to recognize that the University receives funding from a number of different sources and that these funds are the property of the State of California.  Consequently, all funds administered by the University are covered by state rules, laws and policies. . 

A “Fund” is a fiscal and accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts recording cash and other financial resources, all related liabilities, and residual equities or balances, and changes therein, which are segregated for the purpose of carrying on specific activities or attaining certain objectives.
Please Note:  The following list of funds and definitions was prepared for purposes of the President’s Budget Forum held on November 28, 2007.  The listing below will change once the new Revenue Management Program (RMP) guidelines and operating procedures are fully implemented by the CSU system.
Unrestricted Funds – CSU Operating Fund

CSU OPERATING FUND (“General Fund”)
The CSU Operating Fund is used to report revenues, expenses and net assets related to state-supported instruction, related programs and operations.  The state tax revenue portion, which is annually allocated by the California Legislature to the CSU, is the main source of funds for the University’s operating budget.  Other sources of funds include student fees such as the CSU State University Fee, Non-Resident Tuition, Health Services and other fees. 

Unrestricted Funds – Enterprise, Internal Service & Special Funds

HOUSING (DORMITORY REVENUE FUND) 
Dorm Rev. Fund-Housing provides residential facilities for students and is a self-supporting program deriving its revenues primarily from fees collected for the use of the residence facilities.  

PARKING FUND
Parking Revenue Funds are generated from the sale of parking permits, special event parking, and fines and forfeitures.  Revenues from sales of parking permits and special event parking are used for administration of the parking permit program and maintenance of parking facilities.  Fines and Forfeitures revenues are used for alternative transportation projects such as maintenance of bicycle areas, escort services and bus transportation programs.

CONTINUING EDUCATION REVENUE FUND (CERF)
These sources are generated by student fees for enrollment in Continuing Education courses.  Funds are restricted to self-supporting instruction in the Continuing Education program. 

STUDENT UNION (DORMITORY REVENUE FUND)
Revenues are generated from the mandatory Student Union fee paid by all students and are used exclusively for the support of the University Union facilities and related programs.  Funds are required to be transferred to Associated Students for current operating expenses, maintenance and repair and improvements to facilities.  Funds remain on the Stateside for interest and principal payments on outstanding bonds.     
INSTRUCTIONALLY RELATED ACTIVITIES (IRA)
Generated by mandatory fee paid by all students each semester as part of their registration fees.  These funds are used to fund activities and laboratory experiences that are partially sponsored by an academic discipline or department and which are, in the judgment of the President, integrally related to the function of instructional offerings or activities providing for the performance, competition or laboratory experience outside of, but related to the formal instructional offerings of the University.
MISCELLANEOUS COURSE FEES
Revenue is generated from miscellaneous course fees paid by students enrolled in courses that have an additional fee, separate from the State University Fee paid by all students.
LOTTERY FUND
Lottery Funds are generated from the sale of California State Lottery tickets, a portion of which is allocated to CSU campuses.   Lottery funds must be used for instructional purposes only and must supplement not supplant state funding of instruction.  Details guidelines for use of these funds may be viewed at:  http://www.calstate.edu/budget/Lottery_Info
MISCELLANEOUS TRUST
This fund includes miscellaneous revenue of an immaterial amount that is not required to be deposited in any other fund. 
INVESTMENT EARNINGS
Assets classified as cash, cash equivalents or investments in accordance with GAAP are required to be deposited with the CSU designated depository.  These assets are managed by the Cash Management Office (CMO) of the Chancellor in a pooled investment fund and the net investment earnings are distributed quarterly by the CMO. 
Restricted Funds

CAPITAL OUTLAY FUNDS 
The two sources of funds for CSU capital outlay programs are state tax revenues, appropriated by the state legislature or the proceeds from the sale of bonds.  This funding is allocated to the University as either Minor Capital Outlay (projects of $400,000 or less) or Major Capital Outlay (projects greater than $400,000).  The funding must be used for the construction projects specified. 
GRANT AND CONTRACT TRUST 
Fund is used to administer State-side grant and contract agreements such as COPS grant, McConnell grant, etc. 
FINANCIAL AID FUNDS 
Funds that are administered in accordance with Federal and State regulations and include short-term loans, Pell grants, State University Grant funds, etc. 
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