The Constitution and Bylaws of 
The Graduate Student Council of The Department of English
California State University, Chico 
I. CONSTITUTION
ARTICLE I - Name

The name of this organization and council of the graduate students within
the department of English, California State University, Chico, shall heretofore be called the English Graduate Student Council (EGSC).

ARTICLE II - Purposes

The purposes of the EGSC shall be:

Section I. To serve as a forum for the discussion of matters pertaining to the welfare of graduate students enrolled in the Department of English, California State University, Chico.

Section II. To foster academic progress, growth, and excellence.

Section III. To serve as a liaison between the graduate student body and the
Department of English, HFA, and the University.

Section IV. To contribute to the recognition and integration of graduate students on campus.

Section V. To elect graduate students to serve on department and graduate
committees for which graduate representation is necessary or desirable.

Section VI. To foster unity among graduate students at California State University, Chico by sponsoring social activities and other events.

Section VII. To build connections with the organizations and councils of other campuses.

ARTICLE III - Membership

Section I. Any full-time or part-time graduate student enrolled in the Department of English, California State University, Chico, and not 
on academic or disciplinary probation, is eligible for membership. These
Graduate Members may attend EGSC meetings and functions, vote, serve
on committees, chair committees, or serve as officers in the EGSC.

Section II. Any full-time or part-time undergraduate student enrolled at
California State University, Chico, and not on academic or disciplinary
probation, is eligible for membership. These Associate Members may attend EGSC meetings and functions, and may serve on committees. Associate Members may not chair committees, or serve as officers within the EGSC.

Section III. Any Post-Baccalaureate graduate in English studies who has
already completed her/his graduate degree in English is eligible for
membership. These Honorary Members may attend EGSC meetings and 
functions, vote, serve on committees, chair committees, and serve as an
officer of the EGSC.

Section IV. Adherence to the qualifications as specified in Sections I, II, and III as well as the payment of annual dues constitute membership in the EGSC.

Section V. The amount of membership dues for the next academic year shall be determined at the last meeting of the spring term by two-thirds quorum.

Section VI. Membership dues are payable on either a yearly or semester
basis.

Section VII. Only EGSC Graduate and Honorary Members shall have voting privileges.

Section VIII. Membership may be terminated by two-thirds vote of quorum of the EGSC members.

Section IX. A call for termination is mandatory for all members who are placed on academic or disciplinary probation.

ARTICLE IV - Officers

The officers of the EGSC shall consist of a President, a Vice President of Academic Affairs, a Vice President of Social Affairs, a Treasurer, and a 
Secretary. The Executive Committee shall consist of all five officers.

ARTICLE V - Meetings

Section I. The EGSC shall meet no less than once a month or as often as 
necessary to fulfill the purposes stated in Article II.

Section II. The EGSC shall meet at a regular time of day and location to
be designated by the President.

Section III. EGSC meetings must have in attendance at least the President,
one Vice President, and the Secretary in order for any motions to be approved for vote by EGSC members.

Section IV. A meeting of the EGSC Executive Committee must be attended by at least the President, one Vice President, and the Secretary.

ARTICLE VI - Amendments

Section I. Amendments to the Constitution and Bylaws must be presented in writing to the President, who will propose them at the next meeting of the EGSC.

Section II. Amendments to the Constitution shall require a two-thirds vote of quorum of the EGSC members to be adopted.

Section III. Amendments to the Bylaws shall require a two-thirds vote of quorum of the EGSC members to be adopted.

BYLAWS

ARTICLE I - Officers' Duties

Section I. The President shall:

1. Convene EGSC meetings as necessary.

2. Organize and advertise EGSC meetings, or appoint a member(s) to do so.

3. Preside at all EGSC meetings.

4. Represent the EGSC in an official capacity at the department, college, University, regional, or national level, or appoint a member(s) to do so.

5. Perform any other functions necessary and proper for the welfare of the EGSC not expressly prohibited or otherwise delegated by the provisions of the Constitution or Bylaws.

Section II. The Vice President of Academic Affairs shall:

1. Serve as a liaison between the department and school administration and EGSC, in conjunction with the President.

2. Report to the EGSC concerning administrative decisions and developments impacting on graduate student life.

3. Serve as EGSC parliamentarian, assuring proper interpretation and implementation of the Constitution and Bylaws according to Robert's Rules of Order.

Section III. The Vice President of Social Affairs shall:

1. Propose, organize, and oversee the execution of at least one social event for graduate students during each of the fall and spring terms.

2. Procure and spend EGSC funds for the execution of such events, in accordance with the wishes of the EGSC.

3. Actively conduct an annual membership drive.

Section IV. The Secretary shall:

1. Record and distribute the minutes of EGSC meetings.

2. Assist the President in the execution of her or his duties.

3. Assist the Vice President of Social Affairs in conducting membership drives and maintaining membership records.

4. Oversee the updating and maintenance of the EGSC web page.

5. Maintain and oversee EGSC correspondence.

Section V. The Treasurer shall:

1. Keep a full account of money expended and received, and shall make a report of such account at such time as the EGSC shall desire.

2. Coordinate departmental and University administered receipts and all expenditures and financial responsibilities to the EGSC.

3. Have charge of all accounts managed by the EGSC.

4. Manage all budgets related to EGSC sponsored events.

5. Administrate all EGSC fundraising.

Section VI. The Committee Chairs shall:

1. Duly attend the meetings of their respective committees.

2. Report to the EGSC regarding the activities of their respective committees.

ARTICLE II - Voting

Section I. All EGSC members shall be entitled to cast one vote on any proposal or in any election. There shall be no voting by proxy.

Section II. All proposals, unless otherwise specified in the Constitution or Bylaws, shall require a simple majority of votes cast to be approved.

Section III. A quorum shall be defined as one-half of the EGSC membership.

ARTICLE III - Elections

Section I. Nominations for offices can only be accepted for members present at elections.

Section II. The President and other officers shall be elected at the last meeting in April of the spring term by a majority vote, and shall officially assume all duties and responsibilities at the last meeting of the same spring term.

Section III. Committee Chairs shall be appointed at the first meeting of the fall term, when the EGSC as a group feels a need has arisen, or at such time as the Executive Committee calls for Committee Chair volunteers. Chairs will be 
approval by the Executive Committee.

Section IV. Any attending member of the EGSC shall be eligible to be an EGSC
officer. No member may hold more than one office or serve as chair of more than one committee, unless no other eligible person is willing to serve.

Section V. All candidates for President or other office shall be allowed to make a speech on their own behalf. Voting shall be by secret ballot.

Section VI. If the President or other officer fails to complete her or his term or fulfill her or his duties, a replacement shall be elected at the next possible meeting of the EGSC, convened if necessary by the Vice President of Academic Affairs.

Section VII. If an appointed Committee Chair fails to complete her or his term or
fulfill her or his duties, the President shall appoint a replacement.

ARTICLE IV - Removal of Officers

Section I. A need for the removal of an officer may be expressed by a motion from the floor of an EGSC meeting attended by quorum. Said motion will then be made an action item for discussion. Following discussion, a motion must be made and then approved by vote of two-thirds of quorum for the removal of said officer.
Section II. If the motion for removal of an officer is approved by the EGSC, then 
that officer must be given an opportunity at that time or at the next meeting of the 
EGSC, to address any issues or concerns regarding her or his performance.

Section III. The removal of an officer shall be determined by two-thirds vote of
quorum.

ARTICLE V - The EGSC Faculty Advisor

Section I. The duties and responsibilities of the Faculty Advisor for the EGSC shall be as stated in the Student Activities Office form on University Recognized Student Organizations -- Faculty and Staff Advisor Responsibilities.

Section II. The position of Faculty Advisor for the EGSC may be occupied by the 
Graduate Advisor for the Department of English, California State University, Chico.

Section III. Should the Graduate Advisor not wish to serve as Faculty Advisor to the EGSC, the Executive Committee shall open for discussion the need to fill the position of Faculty Advisor, and request nominations for said position from members. All nominations must be tenured Department of English faculty.

Section IV. The Executive Committee shall determine the order in which nominees will be approached, and will be responsible for contacting nominees to determine if they are willing to serve in this capacity for the EGSC.

Section V. Once the nominated Faculty Advisor has accepted her or his position, the Executive Committee will be responsible for informing the EGSC.

Section VI. A need for the removal of the Faculty Advisor may be expressed by a 
motion from the floor of an EGSC meeting attended by quorum. Said motion will 
then be made an action item for discussion. Following dicussion, a motion must be made and then approved by vote of two-thirds of quorum for the removal of the 
Faculty Advisor.

Section VII. If the EGSC has voted for a motion to remove the Faculty Advisor, the Executive Committee and the current Faculty Advisor will take this motion under advisement at the next Executive Committee meeting.

Section VIII. If the motion for removal of the Faculty Advisor is approved by the 
Executive Committee, then the Faculty Advisor must be given the opportunity at the next meeting of the EGSC to address any issues or concerns regarding her or his involvement with the EGSC.

Section IX. The removal of the Faculty Advisor shall be determined by two- thirds vote of quorum.

ARTICLE VI - Dispersal of Assets

Should the organization disband, the last serving treasurer of the EGSC shall disburse the remaining assets to the Associated Students. Should the Treasurer
not be available, the Director of Student Activities Office shall be authorized to
make the disbursal.

ARTICLE VII - Adoption

This constitution and Bylaws shall be adopted by a vote of approval and signature by at least two-thirds of quorum of the 2001-2002 EGSC.
