SUBJECT TO MAJOR SCHEDULE CHANGES
Due to extraordinary budget cuts to the CSU, fees to students have been increased 32%, many sections have been cut and faculty will be required to take nine (9) furlough days each semester.  These furlough days will unfortunately mean that I will be unable to include all elements of this class that I believe would provide the best educational experience.  Unfortunately this is the result of a dramatic cut to the CSU by the state after years of underfunding the system.
Human Geography

Jim Claflin 


Office: Butte 626
Geography 102

Phone: 898-6081 Email: jclaflin@csuchico.edu

Fall 2009


Hours: MWF 10--11; TR 2—3; T 5--6




Course Description

Geography 102 provides a survey of human populations and activities with an emphasis on the interrelationships between various economic, social, and cultural institutions, and the spatial patterns thus created.

Course Objective

The goal of this course is to help students understand the interactions between humans and the environments in which they live, with an emphasis on spatial patterns created through the activities of different cultures in different time periods, with particular attention to the third world.

Required Materials

Domosh, Neumann, Price & Jordan The Human Mosaic: A cultural approach to human geography
Rand McNally:  The Goode’s World Atlas

Mortenson and Relin Three Cups of Tea
“Places and People” Map Packet (Available at Chico Copy and Postal, 220 Broadway)

Evaluation and Grading

Weekly map quizzes (explained in class)
100 pts

Midterm




100 pts

Final





100 pts

Family migration exercise


  50 pts

Book review




  50 pts

Other short assignments


100 pts
Total





500 pts
Course grades will be determined in the following manner:



470 -- 500  A


385 -- 399  C+



450 -- 469  A-


365 -- 384  C



435 -- 449  B+


350 -- 364  C-



420 -- 434  B


330 -- 349  D+



400 -- 419  B-


300 -- 329  D

    




          <300 --         F

Add/Drop:  Students who have not contacted the instructor by the second day of class will be disenrolled.  September 4 is the last day to add or drop classes using the Portal.   September 18 is the last day to drop without a serious and compelling reason.  See CSUC catalog for further details.
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE





Reading 

            Map (P& P)

Aug 25



Ch 1
        27


FURLOUGH  DAY
Sep    1 


Religion/Ch 7
          3


Ethnicity/Ch 5


United States

          8


FURLOUGH  DAY
        10






Middle America
        15


Language/Ch 4
        17 


Folk and Popular/Ch 2
South America
        22




        24 


Population/Ch 3

Europe*
        29






Oct    1 






Northern &Central Eurasia
          6


Migration



          8 






Middle East
        13


FURLOUGH DAY


        15


FURLOUGH DAY
        20


MIDTERM
        22 


Political Geography/Ch 6 
South Asia
        27 




        29






East Asia
Nov    3


Development/Ch 9



           5 






Southeast Asia
         10  


Agriculture/Ch 8



         12


FURLOUGH DAY
         17



         19


In-class Book Review: Three Cups of Tea



ENJOY YOUR BREAK

Dec     1


Family Migration Due



           3 


Resource Issues

Northern Africa
           8


Ch 10
         10


Ch 12



Southern Africa

*For Europe, we will cover only the countries in the left-hand column on the first page for Europe, only the cities in the center column on the same page, and only the physical features on the next page.  We will use the map entitled “Countries of Europe.”




FINAL EXAM:  Tuesday  2:00—3:50

YOUR SCORES
Map quiz (Drop 2)

Exercises


Book Review

#1
__/10


% of 100


__/50

#2
__/10


_______


Family Migration

#3
__/10






__/50

#4
__/10








#5
__/10






Midterm

#6
__/10






__/100

#7
__/10






__/100

#8
__/10








#9
__/10






Final

#10
__/10






__/100

#11
__/10




#12
__/10




Total
__/100




OVERALL TOTAL  ____/600

 WRITING A BOOK REVIEW (for Claflin)   _
READ THIS PAGE CAREFULLY BEFORE READING THE BOOK!

As you read, keep track of your thoughts and reactions; these will  be invaluable later.  Note that this is a writing exercise (to practice and demonstrate writing skills) as much as a "test" on the book's contents.  Type, double spaced, and simply staple the sheets together; no plastic folders.

FORMAT:  Label each section of the book review as follows (minus 5 pts for not doing so).

Introduction—The purpose of this introduction is to interest your reader into reading the rest of the review, to capture their attention (sometimes called a “hook”).  Be concise (one paragraph), original, and even creative (avoid "This book was written by . . .").  Save the details and the descriptive material about the book for the overview section.  However, make sure to mention the book by name in the intro.

Overview--A brief overview of the book's contents MUST be included, along with necessary details about the book, author, setting, time frame, purpose and so on, whatever is essential information to the reader of your review.  This will likely require two or three paragraphs.

(The intro and overview are largely descriptive and objective and will comprise, at most, 40% of the total review.  Make sure that you follow this direction. )


 Commentary—[This section generally includes your reactions, comments, criticisms, and praises of the book.]  For this review, I want you to focus in the commentary on how this book fits into the context of this course (lectures, videos, textbook).   Show me how well you recognized in this book the human geography you have been learning.  Remember: this part is your analysis of the book and the author, not your essay on the topic of the book.  In other words, be sure to address the book and the author; make frequent references to both (at least once every paragraph).  The commentary should include at least four distinct points you are making about the book, each point developed into its own paragraph.

***This section is analytical (more challenging than the first two sections) and should comprise the MAJORITY of your review. 


    Conclusion—You must include a definitive conclusion, perhaps summary comments. The conclusion to a book review must contain a specific mention of the book.

REMINDERS:
· Expect penalties in points if you fail to follow these directions.

· Avoid the trap of too much `retelling' of the story.

· Do not assume the instructor/grader has read the book; provide the essential explanations.

· The analytical portion should emphasize your own view​point; special attention should be devoted to your insights and reactions, especially as they pertain to course contents.  You are welcome to write in first person.

· Strive for originality in your comments (without going to extremes).

· Maintain   a   proper   balance   between   generalizations   and details/examples; include  both!  Paragraphs likely begin with a generalization, followed by supporting details/examples.

· While your sentiments can provide valuable ideas, avoid strictly and overly emotional responses.

· In accordance with University Literacy Requirements, grammar and composition will be taken into consideration in the grading of this WRITING EXERCISE.

· The following are some of this instructor's "pet peeves."  Thing is a poor word choice; find the appropriate noun you need.  Avoid a lot, really and other such informal language.  Avoid constructions with you.  ("You never find out what happens to . . .) Be careful with overstatements, often indicated by such words as never, always, forever, tons of . . .
