GEOGRAPHY 600-01

 INTRODUCTION TO GRADUATE RESEARCH
FALL 2009
IMPORTANT NOTICE: Faculty Furlough Days
Due to the California state budget crisis, the following days are furlough days where the class instructor is not permitted to work.  This means that no instructional duties will be carried out on those days including email and phone communications, class work of any kind, and being on the university campus.

September 2,3,4,8

October 15, 23

November 2, 12, 25

CLASS TIME AND LOCATION:  Monday evenings 6-8:50 PM, Butte 503.
INSTRUCTOR
Dr. Guy King , Professor of Geography 
E-mail: Use the class WebCT email 
Phone: 530-898-4858 
Office location: Butte Hall, Room 517, California State University, Chico.
Office Hours: MW 9-11 AM, F 9-10 AM, or by appointment.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This introductory graduate seminar surveys examines contemporary directions in the major themes of geography.  A major emphasis of this class is to assist graduate students in choosing a thesis/project topic and writing an annotated research bibliography for their chosen thesis topic.
STUDENT GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

1. To become familiar with CSU Chico Graduate School requirements.
2. To examine the major themes and sub-disciplines of geography.
3. To be introduced to geographical research methodologies.
4. To chose a thesis/project research topic.
5. To produce an annotated research bibliography of your thesis/project.
6. To enhance student oral and written communication skills.
GRADING
Ten assignments (10 points each)

100 points

Literature Review Bibliography


40 points

Formal presentation



20 points

Student Participation



40 points
Total Points




200 points
GRADING RULE
A 93-100% 
A- 90-92.99% 
B+ 87-89.99% 
B 83-86.99% 
B- 80-82.99% 
C+ 77-79.99%, 
C 73-76.99% 
C- 70-72.99% 
D+ 65-69.99% 
D 60-64.99% 
F <60% 

SEMINAR READINGS
There is no required textbook for this class.  All required readings are accessed via the class WebCT Vista website.  Students must become familiar with CSU Chico Library Research Station, WebCT Vista, and have an up-to-date version of Adobe Reader (to read PDF files) installed on their computer.
CLASS SCHEDULE
WEEK


TOPIC


Aug
24

Introduction to Graduate School

31

The study of Geography




Student Biography Assignment
Sep
7

NO CLASS – Labor Day




Geography Definition Assignment

14

Geography as an Academic Field




Thesis Reviews Assignment

21

Philosophy in Geography




Thesis Specialization Assignment

28

Models in Geography




Research Journals Assignment
Oct
5

Research in Geography




Thesis Problem Assignment

12

Themes in Geography




Classical History of Geography Assignment


19

Themes in Physical Geography




Modern History of Geography Assignment

26

Themes in Human Geography




Research Bibliography Assignment
Nov
2

NO CLASS – State Budget Closure Day

9

Themes in Environmental Geography and Planning




Research Articles Assignment


16

Themes in Geographical Techniques

23

NO CLASS – Fall Break

30

Literature review presentations
Dec
7

Literature review presentations

14

Finals Week

