 GEOG 435: Historical Geography of North America

Faculty: Mark Stemen 







Office: 523 Butte Hall

Phone: 898-5428











Email: mstemen@csuchico.edu

Office Hours: MWF 1-2, W 5-5:30, 8:30-9:30


Historical Geography takes a historical approach to the study of landscapes.  The course is designed to: 1) provide geographical, historical, and environmental background on the heritage of the United States; 2) introduce students to the academic discipline of historical geography; and 3) illustrate examples of geographic processes by viewing landscape changes through time.  

Readings


Goble and Hirt, Northwest Lands, Northwest Peoples

Mitchell, Ceremonial Time: Fifteen Thousand Years on One Square Mile
Assignments


9 two-page journals 
360 pts


1 four-page book review and proposal
250 pts


1 five-page essay (plus photo and map)
400 pts


1 three-page final journal
  40 pts

1000 pts


Acquiring a bunch of facts is not the major focus of this class.   I am more concerned with how you think about the past.   I designed the class so we can discuss and expand on the same historical concepts throughout the semester.   Since writing is thinking on paper, we will spend a majority of the class focusing on your written work.   


Every week you will write a two-page journal on that week’s readings.  I comment on these journals, but I do not grade them.  If it appears to me that you have done the research, and spent some time thinking about it, you receive full credit.  I assign this exercise to get you into the habit of writing about what you read.  Journals are due the week they are assigned.


You will also write two more formal essays throughout the term.  These essays will be graded.  The first essay will review the book Ceremonial Time: Fifteen Thousand Years on One Square Mile, and propose a similar research project.  The second essay will chronicle “an event” occurring on one square mile around Chico in the last 15,000 years.  Additional directions will follow.


You complete these essays one step at a time.  You can begin writing in your weekly journals.   You will write a rough draft, and I and/or your peers will comment on it.  (Failure to write a rough draft will result in a thirty point deduction.)  Your final draft is due the following week, allowing you ample time to revise your work before any of it is graded.


This class is a process as much as anything so I expect you to attend every day.  But, I realize things do come up.  Everyone is allowed one unexcused absence.  After that each subsequent absence will lower your overall total by ten points.  Not missing class all semester is hard to do and an effort I wish to reward.  So, if you never miss a class, you earn ten points extra credit.


As required, I will also host a culminating event.

Grade Point Scale


1000  - 930
A
899 - 870
B+
799 - 770
C+


929 - 900
A-
869 - 830
B
769 - 730
C






829 - 800
B-
729 - 700 
C-


If you have a disability of any type that makes it difficult for you to complete any of above the course work please let me know and I will work with you to resolve the difficulty.

Weekly reading assignments and course work deadlines
August 26 – 411: 

Readings:  Syllabus


Paragraph due


September 2 - Historical Geography and Environmental History

Readings:  Goble and Hirt, Chapter 2


Readings:  Ceremonial Time


Journal # 1 due

September 9– Ceremonial Time
Readings:  Ceremonial Time

Essay assignment in class

Journal # 2 due

September 16 – North America

Readings:  Goble and Hirt, Chapter 3


Journal # 3 due

September 23 – : A World of Balance and Plenty
Rough Draft Due

September 30 - Ecological Imperialism

Readings:  Goble and Hirt, Chapter 7

Journal # 4 due

Essay Due

October 7 – Cowboy Ecology

Readings:  Goble and Hirt, Chapter 16


Journal # 5 due

October 14 – California Trail

Readings:  Goble and Hirt, Chapter 5


Journal # 6 due

October 21- The Botany of Desire


Readings:  Goble and Hirt, Chapter 17


Journal # 7 due

October 28 -
Post War America


Readings:  Goble and Hirt, Chapter 13


Journal # 8 due

November 4–Driven Wild

Rough Draft Due


November 11– Veterans Day (no class)

November 18 – Love Canal and Diamond Match

Goble and Hirt, Chapter 23


Journal # 9 due

November 25– No Class

December 2 - Presentations
December 7– Presentations


Essay due

December 16- Culminating Event

Final Journal due 
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