Fall 2011
GEOG 602
Seminar in Physical Geography
Tentative Syllabus

Instructor:  		Don L. Hankins
539 Butte Hall, phone 898-4104, email dhankins@csuchico.edu
Office Hours:  Monday 2:00-2:45, 4:00-5:00 and Friday 9:00-11:00 or by appointment

Time and Location:	5:30-8:20 PM Wednesday, 503 Butte Hall

Course Format: 	Three hours seminar with occasional weekend field trip(s)

Course Readings:		
Selected readings will be provided electronically or will be made physically available.

Course Description:
This course explores topics relevant to physical geographers and current research in physical geography.  As a graduate seminar the intent is to invoke critical discussion of topics and ultimately advance the ideas put forth.  Beyond topics covered we will also assess the research methodologies and data analysis of research.  Given geographers are an eclectic group the primary focus of this seminar will primarily be fire and water related topics.  That said there will be links to conservation biogeography, climate, human-environmental interaction.  

Course Objectives:
· Critically analyze topics at hand
· Consider the methodologies and analyses involved in physical geography related research.  
· Be able to apply and critique conservation biogeographic methods in real world scenarios at conclusion of course.
· Develop a research project proposal or synthesis level paper (publishable quality)

Assignments:
Weekly reading assignments
Students will be responsible for selecting articles and leading the discussion for at least two weeks of readings (e.g., journal article) dependent upon class size. 
Research concept (9/7)
Outline of research topic  (9/14)
Research paper or grant proposal (12/7 at start of lecture)
Oral or poster presentation on research or research concept (Finals week in lecture)


Grading:
Grades will be assigned on a straight scale based on the points earned for each assignment.  This system will enable each student to earn a fair grade based upon the percent of points earned on assignments rather than competing with others in the class for the top grade.  
1. One make-up exam will be given for excused absences only, and must be completed within a week of returning to class.    
1. One late homework assignment will be accepted without an excused absence.
1. Other late assignments will have 10 % deducted for each class session they are late.  
1. No assignments will be accepted more than one week after the due date.  
1. All written assignments based on assigned readings will be due one week from the date assigned unless otherwise advised. 
1. Spelling, grammar, and composition will be considered part of the grading of the research assignment.

Participation and Attendance				25        	points		(9.6 %)
Leading discussion on reading assignment		50	points 		(19.2 %)
Research Concept					10	points		(3.8 %)
Research paper outline				25	points		(9.6%)
Research paper					100	points		(38.5 %)
Oral /poster presentation				50 	points		(19.2 %)
Total							260	points		(100 %)
A five point deduction will be made for each day you are late in submitting an assignment.

Class Rules:
Aside from University policies, I have simple rules:  respect the learning environment and the opinions/contributions of others, learn (and share what you have learned), have fun, but please avoid tangential conversations or cellular phone use/text messaging during instruction (it is rude and distracting).

My Philosophy:
We all share responsibilities as caretakers of our environment.  We live in a time of declining natural resources (i.e., biodiversity, water, soil, air) and indigenous relationships to the natural world.  A primary goal of my teaching is to instill a sense of appreciation for the resources and baseline knowledge, which is integral to sustainable living.


1

Tentative Course Schedule:

Dates		Topics

8/24	Overview
8/31	Human-Environmental interaction/TEK
9/7	Fire and Biodiversity
9/14		Ecohydrology
9/21		Paleoecology
9/28	Carbon Management
10/5	Plant Functional Groups
10/12	Invasive Species
10/19	Conservation biogeography
10/26	Restoration Ecology
11/2	Soil and Geomorphic Considerations	
11/9	Groundwater
11/16	Hydraulic Fracturing
11/31	Climate Change
12/7		Presentations
