Environmental Impact Analysis

Instructor:  		Don L. Hankins
			539 Butte Hall, phone 898-4104, email dhankins@csuchico.edu

Office Hours:  		Tuesday and Thursday 1:30-2:30 PM or by appointment

Times and Locations:	Tuesday and Thursday 5:00-6:15 PM, 103 Butte 
			Fieldtrips (in-class and weekends)			
			
Course Format: 		75 minute seminar and lecture
 
Recommended Reading:
Bass, RE, AI Herson, KM Bogdan.  1999.  CEQA Deskbook:  A step-by-step guide on how to comply with the California Environmental Quality Act.  Solano Press. Point Arena, California

Other readings will be made available electronically or on reserve at Meriam Library (some are noted in the table below). The most up-to-date NEPA and CEQA regulations can be reviewed on-line: www.califaep.org, www.ceres.ca.gov/ceqa/index.html,  www.fedcenter.gov/programs/nepa.  Both NEPA and CEQA are available online.
Course Description:
This course provides an introduction to identifying environmental resources in the context of evaluating potential impacts associated with land/water use.  We will explore the history of environmental regulation, identify key components of the environment, and discuss the primary attributes included in the development of environmental assessments for regulatory and/or public review.  We will use the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and other relevant policies to frame our analysis and discussion.  

Course Objectives:
Obtain working knowledge of environmental impact analysis, the methods in assessing environmental impacts, and environmental impact reporting.

My Philosophy:
We all share responsibilities as caretakers of our environment.  We live in a time of declining natural resources (i.e., biodiversity, water, soil, and air) and relationships to the natural world.  A primary goal of my teaching is to instill a sense of appreciation for the resources and baseline knowledge, which is integral to sustainable living.  In the context of this class, I hope to inspire you to think and ultimately implement actions beyond what is required by federal, state and local law to consider what is necessary and justified to live more harmoniously with our environment.


Course structure: 
· Context for environmental assessment and regulation  (legal aspects)
· Specific areas and methods of environmental review and assessment (technical)
· A class project (analysis and writing)

Assignments and point distribution:
· Participation and attendance 20 points
· Periodic reading assignments (material may appear on exams)
· ‘Homework’ (periodic submission of progress on document and other assignments) 50 points
· Leading discussion for current event and/or journal article (sign up in advance) 15 points 
· Each week one student should be prepared to present a current event or research related to an issue (legal, practical, etc.) related to materials covered in this course.  Various sources (e.g., newspaper, journal article, pod cast) may be used to find an issue to present on.  Topics can be local, state, federal, tribal or international.  The presenter should summarize the issue and findings, offer a critical evaluation of the article and be prepared to lead a discussion on the topic. 
· Group analysis and document preparation for a section of the environmental document 75 points (see note below regarding graduate student assessment) 
· Students will work in small groups (3-5 persons) preparing specified sections of a NEPA/CEQA document for identified client/project.  The documents developed by our class will bring one or more of the identified project(s) closer to implementation.
· Some in-class time will be devoted to the project, but you are expected to meet outside of class too.
· Each student will submit the following to validate their contribution: 
· A log of the time (date and hours) and a description of the activity involved for the project
· A document of the text, tables, figures, etc. contributed to the project.
· Project presentations 25 points
· Exams 50 points each
· Graduate Student Workload:
· Facilitate data collection, analysis, editing and style consistency of materials submitted for designated section(s) of environmental document.  
· Keep record of individual student contribution and quality of contribution to project.
(Note:  these values are an approximation of point allocation.  Additional points for other assignments may be assigned at instructor’s discretion)

Grading:
Grades will be assigned on a straight scale based on the points earned for each assignment (See example grade ranges below).  This system will enable each student to earn a fair grade based upon the percent of points earned on assignments rather than competing with others in the class for the top grade.  
Make-up exams and late assignments will be accepted for excused absences only, and must be completed within a week of returning to class.    
Other late assignments will have 10 % deducted for each day they are late.  
No assignments will be accepted more than one week after the due date.  
All written assignments based on assigned readings will be due one week from the date assigned unless otherwise advised. 
Incompletes will only be considered if most of the course requirements have been fulfilled.

Rough breakdown of grading based on percent of points earned from total possible:
A           	 0.935			C+	0.77
A-         	0.90			C	0.735
B+         	0.87			C-	0.70
B	0.835			D+	0.67
B-	0.80			D	0.635

Class Rules:
Aside from University policies, I have simple rules:  respect the learning environment and the opinions/contributions of others, learn (and share what you have learned), have fun, but please avoid tangential conversations or cellular phone use/text messaging during instruction (it is rude and distracting).
Tentative Schedule
	Date/Lecture
	Topic and Assignment
	Learning Objective

	24 January
	Introduction and Course Overview
	

	26 January
	Context of Environmental Regulations (Key Laws and Agencies)
	· Identify the historic background of environmental policies
· List the agencies involved in the regulation/implementation of state and federal environmental policies

	31January
	Overview of NEPA and CEQA
	· Identify and contrast state and federal environmental policy.
· Assess the primary attributes of assessment process

	2 February
	Review Process and Exemptions
	· Outline review process and primary exemptions

	7 February
	Identifying the Project Description/Initial Study/Defining Impacts
	· Be able to define a project and identify likely impacts

	9 February
	Permitting Processes 
	· Identify permit requirements beyond NEPA/CEQA

	14 February
	Public Involvement/Identifying Stakeholders (Exam 1)
	· Determine stakeholders and develop public involvement strategy

	16 February
	Habitat Assessment/Wetlands 
	· Identify the most appropriate methods for assessing environmental impacts for each of these topical areas
· Determine data sources to support analysis
· List key content for reporting

	21 February
	Biological Assessments and the Endangered Species Act
	

	23 February
	Water Resources (Hydrology and Groundwater)
	

	28 February
	Geological/Mineral
	

	1 March
	Agriculture
	

	6 March
	Air
	

	13 March
	Climate and Greenhouse Gases (Exam 2)
	

	15 March 
	Land Use v. Land Care
	

	19-23 March
	Spring Break
	

	27 March
	(tentatively at conference)
	

	29 March
	Aesthetics
	

	3 April
	Social/Environmental Justice
	

	5 April
	Cultural Resources
	

	10 April
	Group Work
	

	12 April
	Light
	

	17 April
	Noise
	

	19 April
	Transportation
	

	24 April
	Mitigation
	

	26 April
	Monitoring
	

	1 May
	(Exam 3) Group Work
	

	3 May
	TBD
	

	8 and 10 May
	Presentations
	

	[bookmark: _GoBack]15 May
	Final Exam
	6:00-7:50 PM



Spring 2012	                                                                                                      Dr. Don Hankins
GEOG 427	                                                                                          CSU Chico
Note:  At least one class period will be spent in the field evaluating our project site.  Additional meeting times may be necessary.  In the event of scheduling conflict student will be responsible to complete field assignments independently.
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