
GEOG 304--03:  Environmental Issues
							 		
Steve Herman: Instructor
Spring 2012					Office: Butte 508    (530) 898-5285
Wednesday:  6:00 – 8:50PM	      		Office Hours: W: 8:50-9:50PM
Butte 101				             e-mail:  srherman@csuchico.edu

A.  Course Description (taken from the University Catalog):

Geographic analysis of humanity's interaction with the environment. Examines natural and human systems, resources, population, energy, and pollution. Develops an appreciation of the beauty, balance, and complexity of natural systems and human success in attaining harmony with them. Enhances awareness and perception of each individual's role in and with the environment.

B.  Course Objectives/Goals:

1.	To enhance the students' appreciation of our planet and the value of practicing sustainability.
       2.   To explore environmental issues implementing the basic themes of geography
3.	To become comfortable using the basic tools of geographic inquiry, such as maps, globes, atlases, images (including satellite imagery), and web data (accessing and interpretation).
4.	To use the arena of Environmental Issues as a medium for the extension of reasoning, speaking, and writing skills.

C.	 Required Materials:

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Miller, Jr., G. Tyler. Sustaining the Earth (any recent edition)
2. Stewart, George. Earth Abides
3. Quinn, Daniel. Ishmael

D.	Course Requirements:

1.	Examinations:  Two exams will be administered this term, a midterm and a final.  The midterm will be given March 14.  The final exam (non-comprehensive) will be given May 16, 8 PM.

2.	Book Reviews:  Two in-class written book reviews are scheduled.  The first will focus on Earth Abides and will take place on April 4.  The second review will focus on Ishmael. This review will take place on May 2.

3.	Other Assignments:  Two media review assignments will also be given.  Details will be provided later.

4.	Attendance:  Absence usually has a detrimental impact on one's grade.  It is difficult to compensate for what is lost when lectures, discussions, films, etc. are missed.  Also students should note that quizzes and exams may not be made up unless prior arrangements are made with the instructor.  See you in class!

E.   Grading:

1. Grades will be determined by simple percentages, as follows: (There will be no curved grading.)

	93 - 100% = A       90 - 92% = A-	    87 - 89% = B+ 	83 - 86% = B	   80 - 82% = B-	    
77 - 79% = C+       73 - 76% = C	                 70 - 72% = C-            
 60 - 69% = D	    0 - 59% = F

2.  The maximum value of each assignment (or aggregate of assignments) are as follows
 

First Exam:  		160 points (32% of total course points)    
Second Exam:  	160 points (32%)
Book Review 1: 	 70 pts. (14%)
Book Review 2:	 70 pts. (14%)	
Media Reviews:  	 40 pts. total (8%)


F. Weekly Schedule (tentative):

      January 25 – Introduction 	March 21 – SPRING BREAK (no class)
      Feb. 1 – Sustainability & the Environment (Chapter I)	Mar. 28 – Food (Ch. 7)
Feb. 8 – The Environment (Chapter I)	April 4 – Book Review: Earth Abides/Food (Ch. 7)
Feb. 15 – Ecology (Chapter 2)	April 11 – Water (Ch. 8)
Feb. 22 – Biodiversity (Ch. 3) 	April 18 – Non-Renewable Energy (Ch. 9)
Feb. 29 – Biodiversity/Climate Factors (Ch. 3)	April 25 – Renewable Energy (Ch. 10)	
March 7 – Population (Ch. 4)	May 2 –  Book Review:  Ishmael / Resources Overview
March 14 – Exam #1/Development	May 9 - Environment: Politics, Worldviews (Ch. 14)
	May 16 - (8 PM) - Final Exam
			 
		

