GEOG 605: Applied Geography and Planning

Faculty: Mark Stemen 						Office: 541 Butte Hall
Phone: 898-5428							Office Hours: TR 12:30-2
Email: mstemen@csuchico.edu					   T 6-7, 10-11, and by appt.


“In a changed world, comfort will come less from ownership than membership”
	— Bill McKibben


	Humanity is currently living beyond the ability of the earth to provide resources, sinks, and ecological services.  Sustainability is an updated worldview that recognizes that everything is connected; people, prosperity, and the planet—now and in the future.  This course is designed to introduce graduate students to the academic disciplines of sustainability; and provide them the opportunity to increase their understanding of the concept through an applied research project. 

Readings
	The Post Carbon Reader
	Greening Cities, Growing Communities
Stemen, Geography 605 Course Packet
Assignments
	12 two-page journals 	300 pts
	Project Write-up	250 pts
	Participation	400 pts
	Three-page final journal	  50 pts
	1000 pts
Objectives

Provide students the opportunity to apply their geographic skills
Increase student knowledge and understanding of city planning
Engage students in discussions about important works in the field of environmental geography and sustainability
Provide students the opportunity to improve their writing skills
Promote civic engagement

	Acquiring a bunch of facts is not the major focus of this class.   I am more concerned with how you think.   I designed the class so we can discuss and expand on the same sustainability concepts throughout the semester.   Since writing is thinking on paper, we will spend a majority of the class focusing on your written work.   
	Every week you will write a two-page journal on that week’s readings.  I comment on these journals, but I do not grade them.  If it appears to me that you have done the reading, and spent some time thinking about it, you receive full credit.  I assign this exercise to get you into the habit of writing about what you read.  Journals are due the week they are assigned.	
Journals and class discussions are the core of the heart of the course.  Come prepared to talk.  You will read each other's journals at the start of each class.  Then I will lead the seminar in a discussion of the week's readings, how they relate to each other, and how they relate to earlier readings.  You are expected to bring outside readings to the seminar during the course of the term. 
There will also be a research project on a sustainability issue for the City of Chico.  Directions will follow.
If you have a disability of any type that makes it difficult for you to complete any of above the course work please let me know and I will work with you to resolve the difficulty.

Weekly subjects, reading assignments, and course work deadlines

January 24 – Sustainable Cities Initiative
	Syllabus

January 31 – Where We Are and Where We Go
	AtKisson, When Worlds Collapse 
	Heinberg, Peak Everything
	Heinberg, Beyond Limits to Growth
	McKibbon, New World
	Journal # 1 due

February 7 –	Transition to a Post Carbon Future
	Hopkins, What Can Communities Do?
	Rees, Thinking Resilience
	Bomford, Getting Fossil Fuels of the Plate
	Any additional  article from Post Carbon Reader
	Journal # 2 due

February 14 – The Local Food Movement
	Astyk, Nine Meals From Anarchy
	Carpenter, Farm City
	McKibben, A Year of Eating Locally
	Allen, Growing Community Food Systems
Journal # 3 due

February 21 – Food, Agriculture, and Community
	De la Salle and Holland, Agricultural Urbanism
	Henderson and Van En, Sharing the Harvest
	McFadden, Belonging to a Community Farm
	Robinson and Hartenfeld, Old Markets
	Robinson and Hartenfeld, New Markets
	Journal #4 due

February 28 – Community Gardens
	Greening Cities, Growing Communities (pp. 1-61, 155-195)
	Journal # 5 due

March 6– Humboldt Community Garden
	Greening Cities, Growing Communities (pick two case studies)
Journal # 6 due

March 13 – Economy and Community 
Estill, Small is Possible: Life in a Local Economy
	McKibben, All for One, or One for All
Estill, Main Street
Estill, Fueling Ourselves
	Journal # 4 due

March 21 – Spring Break
	

March 27 – BALLE and the Small Mart Revolution
	Shuman, The Competitiveness of Local Living Economies
	Shuman, From Walmart to Small Mart
	Shuman, The LOIS Alternative
	Procurement Matters
	Journal # 8 due

April 3 – Leakage Calculators
	Eight Ways to Use the BALLE Calculator
	West Michigan Local Works
	SF Retail Diversity Study
Journal # 9 due

April 10 - Chico Leakage Study
	Journal # 10 due

April 17 –	 Post-Carbon Development
	Kaufman, Local Government in a Time of Peak Oil and Climate Change
	Karlanzig, “The Death of Sprawl”
	Gilbert and Perl, Transportation in a Post-Carbon World
	[Class meets at 2nd & Normal Transit Station. Bring student ID]
	Journal #11 due

April 24 – Open Discussion
	Rough Drafts Due

May 1 – Presentations
	
May 8 – Presentations
			
May 15  - Culminating Event
	Project Write-up due
	Final Journal due
	




“Man has always assumed he was more intelligent than dolphins because he had achieved so much . . . the wheel, New York, wars, and so on, whilst all the dolphins had ever done was muck about in the water having a good time.  Conversely, the dolphins believed themselves to be more intelligent than man for preciously the same reasons.”	— Douglas Adams
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