California State University, Chico
California Cultural Landscapes

GEOG 105 (section 01)


Spring 2009
Bruce Smith-Peters

Offices: Trinity Hall 213 and Butte Hall 508

Telephone: 898-4760




Class Time: 1:00-1:50 MWF

Email: bsmith-peters@csuchico.edu


Classroom: Butte 101 

Office Hours: T 9:15-11:00 in Trinity 213; TH 9:15-11 Butte 508; and by appointment

COURSE DESCRIPTION
This course is a broad overview of spatial and temporal changes in the California landscape resulting from the interaction of various cultural groups with their environment. It looks at California’s physical setting and historical cultural geography of California’s changing cultural landscape. It is an approved General Education course for both Area D3 and for Cultural Diversity (Ethnic).

COURSE OBJECTIVES
The objectives of this course are to help students:

1) Develop a geographic understanding of California’s changing cultural landscapes, including: a) the physical processes that shape the patterns of the earth’s surface, b) how these physical processes affect human cultures, c) how various cultures have modified the physical environment, d) the patterns of human migration and settlement throughout the region, e) the role of interethnic relations in shaping these migrations and settlement patterns. 2) Develop the ability to think, speak, and write clearly

REQUIRED TEXTS

Jerry Williams, ed. California Atlas: A Geography of the Golden State, 3rd edition




ATTENDANCE
Since students benefit from a course in proportion to the effort they put into it, regular attendance is necessary to attain the most from this course. Attendance will be taken at the beginning of most class periods. Students are expected to attend each class and to have read the textbook so they are prepared for that day’s material. 

ACADEMIC HONESTY
Students are expected to be honest and to demonstrate integrity. Cheating and plagiarism are serious offenses. Plagiarism is copying all or portions of another person’s written material (including the textbook) and submitting it for a grade as one’s own. Cheating includes plagiarism, but is broader. It includes, but is not limited to, obtaining written or verbal information or copying from another during an exam or quiz or allowing someone else to copy your work for a grade. Please refer to the CSU, Chico Student Handbook for further information.

ELECTRONIC DEVICES
Telephones, beepers, ipods, MP3 players, and other similar items are an unnecessary distraction in the classroom. Please turn them off, take the ear buds out, or better yet, leave them at home or in your car. Your attention should be focused on the work in the classroom. Please have the common courtesy to not interrupt our class with your personal business.

Laptop computers may be used in the classroom, however, users must sit in the front row. You may not sit in the back and conduct personal business or play games.

EXAMINATIONS

There will be two exams in the semester: a midterm and a final. The exams will NOT be cumulative; each exam will contain only new material. The exams will consist of objective questions (multiple choice, True/False, etc.). Each exam is worth 100 points. Make-up exams will be given ONLY in the case of “serious and compelling” circumstances. Make up exams are all essay.  Total Value of Exams: 200 points
COUNTY REPORT
Each student will write a report discussing the geography of a county in California. Guidelines for this assignment will be made available later in the semester. 
Total value of County Report: 100 points.
MAP EXERCISES
There will be five map exercises during the semester covering Latitude and Longitude, California Landform Regions, Climate, Major Rivers and Waterways, and Agricultural Production by county. Each exercise is worth 20 points.
Total Value of Map Exercises: 100 points
QUIZZES
Periodically there will be in-class multiple choice quizzes, usually at the conclusion of teaching units. As well, there will also be in class-map quizzes. I will announce each quiz, which will be administered during the first ten minutes of the next class period. At the end of that time I will collect the quizzes and reveal the answers. Thus, there will be NO make-up quizzes. Students may not simply take a quiz and then leave. You must stay through the duration of the class for the quiz to count. Each quiz is worth 10 points; your 10 highest quiz scores will count. Total value of Quizzes: 100 points.

LATE WORK
Assignments are expected on their due dates. Work turned in after that class is late. Twenty percent will be deducted from the score for each class the assignment is late. 

GRADES
There will be 500 points available to students during the semester. Each student’s grade will be based on the number of points that person acquires on the exams, the quizzes, the map exercises, and the county report.
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COURSE TOPICS
1. Introduction

2. Concepts in Geography; Cultural Landscapes Map 1



3. California’s Geology

4. California’s Landform Regions Map 2
5. California’s Climate and Weather Map 3
6. California’s Vegetation 

7. Native Californian Landscapes

8. Spanish California
9. The Mexican Period, 1821-1846 

10. The Cultural Geography of Gold Map 4

11. California Life in the 1850

12. The Industrialization of Mining

13. Transportation and the Environment

14. Southern California, 1880-1900

15. California Agriculture and Agri-cultures: Japanese, Filipinos, Mexicans and Okies Map 5
16. World War II, Urbanization, and Water Issues

17. Modern Immigration and California’s Future

Final Exam Wed. May 20, 2-3:50

PRINT A COPY OF THIS SYLLABUS AND KEEP IT WITH THE MATERIALS FOR THIS CLASS.

Cut here
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
READ AND SIGN BELOW.  This will be collected in class on Jan 28, 2009, and only on that date. It is worth 10 points as a quiz score.

Spring 2009 Geography105-01

        I have read the syllabus for Geography105 and understand its contents.
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