GEOG 440: Environmental Thought and Action

Faculty: Mark Stemen 





Office: 541 Butte Hall

Phone: 898-5428






Office Hours: M-F, 11-12

Email: mstemen@csuchico.edu

This seminar will integrate the various interdisciplinary curricular elements of the Environmental Studies minor and provide students with an appreciation for the interplay between the many interrelated dimensions—the scientific, the social, the historical, and the humanistic—of the study of the environment.

Readings 


Any environmental title purchased this semester from Galaria books



Mark Stemen ed., Environmental Studies Reader
Objectives
Increase knowledge of important writings in environmental studies

Synthesize and reflect on the ideas and theories presented in other environmental studies classes

Translate abstract thought into concrete action

Learn direct democracy skills

Produce a resume and job application

Practice buying and reading books without instructions from a teacher.

Assignments 


Ten Journals  (two pages)


300 points


Book Review (three pages) 

200 points


Capstone Essay  (six pages)

300 points


Election participation


150 points


Final Journal (three pages)
 
 
 50 points


Total Possible
 

1000 points

Since writing is thinking on paper, we will spend a majority of the class focusing on your written work.  Each week I require you to write a two-page journal on that week’s reading assignment.  I comment on these journals, but I do not grade them.  If it appears to me that you have read the material and spent some time thinking about it, you receive full credit.  My goal in assigning the exercise is to get you into the habit of writing about what you have just read.

You are also required to write two more formal essays.  These essays will be graded. The first is a three-page book review on any book of your choosing from the nature section in Galaria Books. The class culminates with a six-page essay on the field of environmental studies and your place in it.  In a job interview you need to be able to answer when someone asks you, “What is environmental studies?”

This class is intended to prepare you for a career and give you practical skills.  To that end you will search out a job you would like to have and prepare an application and a resume.  You will go buy a book on your own and then come back and talk about it with the class.  You will finally be able to tell your parents what exactly you are studying and how you can support yourself.

You will also participate in the student elections to gain insight into the process of grassroots democracy and “shareholder activism.” I created this assignment so you could learn the nuts and bolts skills—drafting legal initiatives, tabling, public speaking, signature collection, etc.—in a meaningful setting.  These are your elections.  They should matter to you.
Grading Scale



 1000 


899 - 870
B+
799 - 770
C+
699-670
D+


-  930   A 
869 - 830
B  
769 - 730
C  
669-630
D

929 - 900   A-
829 - 800
B- 
729 - 700
C- 
629-600
D-

I expect you to attend every class but things do come up.  Everyone is allowed one unexcused absence.  After that each subsequent absence will lower your overall total by ten points.  Not missing class all semester is hard to do and an effort I wish to reward.  So, if you never miss a class, you earn ten points extra credit.

If you have a disability of any type that makes it difficult for you to complete any of above the course work please let me know and I will work with you to overcome the problem.

Weekly reading assignments and course work deadlines
January 27 — The 411

“Syllabus”


Wendell Berry, “Higher Education and Home Defense”
January 29 — Top Ten Issues 

List of Issues due

February 3 — Campus Ballot Issues


Narrow top ten issues to two or three

February 5 — The Century of Declines
Heinberg, Peak Everything

Journal #1 due

February 10 — How to Write an Initiative


Draft Initiative

BOD meeting Wednesday, 12pm, BMU 205

**Visit a BOD member prior to the meeting**

February 12— Getting Real About the Future
Kunstler, Making Other Arrangements

Journal # 2 due

February 17 — Negotiating the Process

Finalize initiative wording - Initiative Due by 5pm

BOD meeting Wednesday, 12pm, BMU 205

February 19 — Change Agents
Meadows, “Tools for the Transition to Sustainability”

McKenzie-Mohr, "Creating Effective Messages"

Journal # 3 due

February 24 — The Art of Tabling

Form campaign committees

BOD meeting Wednesday, 12pm, BMU 205

February 26 — Eugene Conference - No Class
March 3 — Excuse me, would you like to sign . . .


Gather signatures

March 5 — For the Love of the Earth


Rassmussen, Green Rage


Journal # 4 due
March 10 — Signature Update


Bring signatures sheets to class

March 12 — Mother Culture and the Great Forgetting

Quinn, “The Public Lectures of B”


Journal #5 due

Signature Deadline – March 15, 5pm in BMU 205
March 17 — No Class 
March 19 —
No Class

March 24 — Planning a Campaign
March 26 — Intentions and Design

McDonough, “This Book is Not a Tree”

Journal # 6 due

March 31 — Campaign Update

April 2 — What is Food?

Pollan, “An Eater’s Manifesto”


Journal #7 due

April 7 — Campaign Update
April 9 — Living Simply
Sanders, The Common Life 

Journal # 8 due

April 14 — GOTV: Get Out The Vote

Group campaign effort around campus 


Voting Wednesday and Thursday

April 16 — Sustainable Transportation
Mark Svenvold, Send in the Clowns

Journal #9 due

April 21 — Campaign Reflection


Reflection Journal Due

April 23 — Another Turn of the Crank

Berry, Think Little

Journal #10 due


April 28 — Look what I found!
Book of Choice presentations

April 30 — Books and More Books

Book of Choice presentations

Book of Choice Review Due

May 5 — What do you want to be when you grow up?

Cover letter and resume due

 

May 7 — What is Environmental Studies?

Rough Draft Due

May 12 — Rachel Carson and Silent Spring

Video: Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring

May 14 —  “that which we tame”

Essay Due Friday by 5pm

May 21 — Final Event


Final Journal due 


Location TBA, 2pm
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