GEOG 603: Readings in Sustainability

Faculty: Mark Stemen
Office: 541 Butte Hall

Email: mstemen@csuchico.edu 
Hours: T 1-2, 5-6, 9-10

Phone: 898-5428


“In a changed world, comfort will come less from ownership than membership”


— Bill McKibben

Humanity is currently living beyond the ability of the earth to provide resources, sinks, and ecological services.  Sustainability is an updated worldview that recognizes that everything is connected; people, prosperity, and the planet—now and in the future.  This course is designed to introduce graduate students to the academic disciplines of sustainability; and provide them the opportunity to increase their understanding of the concept through an applied research project. 

Readings


Meadows, et. al. Limits to Growth: the Thirty Year Update
Senge, Fifth Discipline

Quinn, Ishmael

Stemen, Geography 603 Course Packet
Assignments


12 two-page journals 
300 pts


Sustainability Research  Project
250 pts


Ten page literature review
300 pts


Participation
100 pts

Three-page final journal
  50 pts

1000 pts

Objectives

Increase student knowledge and understanding of sustainability

Engage students in discussions about important works in the field of environmental geography and sustainability

Provide students the opportunity to improve their writing skills

Provide students the opportunity to make positive change

Promote civic engagement


Acquiring a bunch of facts is not the major focus of this class.   I am more concerned with how you think.   I designed the class so we can discuss and expand on the same sustainability concepts throughout the semester.   Since writing is thinking on paper, we will spend a majority of the class focusing on your written work.   


Every week you will write a two-page journal on that week’s readings.  I comment on these journals, but I do not grade them.  If it appears to me that you have done the reading, and spent some time thinking about it, you receive full credit.  I assign this exercise to get you into the habit of writing about what you read.  Journals are due the week they are assigned.


Journals and class discussion are the core of the heart of the course.  Come prepared to talk.  You will read each other's journals at the start of each class.  Then two people will lead the seminar in a discussion of the week's readings, how they relate to each other, and how they relate to earlier readings.  You are required to bring outside readings to the seminar during the course of the term, and produce a literature review of the field of sustainability by the end. 

There will also be a research project on a sustainability issue/theme for a community organization.  Directions will follow.

If you have a disability of any type that makes it difficult for you to complete any of above the course work please let me know and I will work with you to resolve the difficulty.

Weekly subjects, reading assignments, and course work deadlines
(This schedule may/will change as the seminar evolves.)

January 27 – Why a Seminar on Sustainability?

Syllabus

Lovins, Sustainability in Crisis
Solnit, The Most Radical Thing You Can Do
Steingraber, A Bunny Runs Around a Tree

Jensen, Endgame Premises
February 3 – Principles of Sustainability

Edwards, Sustainability Revolution

AtKisson, The Future in a Word

Blewett, The Sustainability Curriculum

Wackernagel, Redefining Progress

A Primer on Sustainability


Dresner, From Muir to Meadows

Journal # 1 due

February 10 - Sustainability Models and Indicators 
Wackernagel, Indicating Progress
Environment Watch, Growth: of What, for What?
Environment Watch, Indicators:  Salmon & Pavement


Environment Watch, Measuring What Matters


James and Lahti, The Natural Step Framework

Wackernagel, Footprint for Beginners

Journal # 2 due

February 17 – New Models (Hosted off campus at 1525 Dayton Road)

Todd, A Safe and Sustainable World

Todd, How It All Began
Todd, Food From Our Gardens and our Trees

Estill, Small is Possible: Life in a Local Economy
Estill, Main Street
Estill, Fueling Ourselves
Journal # 3 due

February 24 – Ideas of Community

Berry, What are People For?

McKibben, Deep Economy

McKibben, After Growth

McKibben, A Year of Eating Locally

McKibben, The Wealth of Community

Alan Weisman, Gaviotas: Overture

Journal # 4 due


March 3 – Limits to Growth

Donella Meadows, et. al., Limits to Growth: the Thirtieth Year Update


AtKisson, When Worlds Collapse

Journal #5 due (3pp.)

March 10– Systems Theory
AtKisson,  It’s the System

Meadows, Leverage Points

Journal # 6 due

March 17 – Spring Break

March  24 – Organizational Systems
Peter Senge, The Fifth Discipline  (Especially Chs. 3-5, Appendix 2)


Journal # 7 due

March 31 – Systematic Change

Meadows, et. al., Limits to Growth (Especially Chs. 7 & 8)

McKenzie-Mohr, Fostering Sustainable Behavior


AtKisson, The Innovation Diffusion Game


Donella Meadow, Dancing with Systems

Journal # 8 due

April 7 – Ecological Systems

Wendell Berry, Solving for Pattern

Michael Pollan, Omnivores Dilemma, Ch 10-14
Journal # 9 due

April 14- Economic Systems


Van Der Ryn, The Compost Privy Story

McDonough and Braungart, The Next Industrial Revolution


Amory and Hunter Lovins, Natural Capitalism

McDonough and Braungart, This Book is Not a Tree


Edwards, Sustainability and Commerce  


Journal # 10 due

April 21 –Cultural Systems

Jones, The Duel Crisis

Jensen, Abusers

Quinn, Tales of Adam

Quinn, Ishmael

Journal #11 due

April 28 – Messages of Hope


David Orr, The Hour Before Dawn


Jones, Buoyance and Hope


Edwards, Future Pathways


AtKisson, Proof of the Possible

James and Lahti, Three Change Processes That Work


Journal #12 Due


Lit Review Rough Draft
May 5 – Presentations
May 12 – Presentations


Project Write-up Due Friday by 5pm

May 19  - Culminating Event

Final Journal due at Final


Literature Review Due in Department Office December 15 by 5pm
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