GEOG 429: Environmental and Conservation Planning
Spring 2009
“The problem, then, is how to bring about a striving for harmony with land among a people many of whom have forgotten that there is any such thing as land, among whom education and culture have become almost synonymous with landlessness.” – Aldo Leopold (1949), Sand County Almanac
Instructor: Dr. Dean Fairbanks, 527 Butte Hall, x5780, dhfairbanks@csuchico.edu, Office hours MR 2-3:30pm; W 11-1pm; or by appointment.

Course Time: TR, 11:00 – 12:15 p.m., Butte 503
Course Description: This course introduces the theory and application of environmental and conservation planning. It critically examines the activities of environmental planning and the analytical approaches that can be used to direct resources toward conservation that yields the greatest return on biodiversity protection and ecosystem services sustainability. Students gain knowledge of the theories and techniques through practical experiences in planning activities, and institutional legalities of environmental and conservation planning. Using sustainability as a framework, this course presents the underlying concepts of sustainable land-use planning to best manage for abiotic and biotic resources. Focus is on the regional, local, and landscape scales.
· Review of the principles and approaches to environmental and conservation planning.
· Analysis of past and present environmental and conservation planning in light of continual loss of services and fragmentation within the landscapes.

· Develop a conceptual understanding of the implications of environmental and conservation planning for long-term systems sustainability within the landscape.

Course Objectives:  Upon completing this course you will be able to conceptualize, apply, and evaluate approaches for investigating environmental and conservation planning challenges. Several learning goals form the basis of this course. They include:
· Understanding current methodological developments in environmental and conservation planning; 

· Assessing the types of information necessary for addressing an environmental or conservation planning challenge; 

· Identifying and applying appropriate environmental and conservation planning methods; and 

· Developing clear and concise presentations in written and verbal formats. 

Course Prerequisites: GEOG 219, GEOG 309, GEOG 320 or equivalents. Recommended: GEOG 101, GEOS 130, or NSCI 101.
Course Requirements: Lecture attendance, participation, readings, exercises, term project/paper, midterm and final.

Course Texts:

· Randolph, J. (2004). Environmental Land Use Planning and Management. Island Press, Covelo, CA.
· Articles to be posted on WebCT Vista or handed out in class.
	Week*
	Topic Schedule*
	Chapters in Texts*

	Jan 

27-29
	Overview of course; Managing Human-Environment Interactions; Environmental Planning
	1 & 2

	Feb

3-5
	Land use Planning and Environmental Management; Environmental Geospatial Data and GIS
	3 & 11

	Feb 

10-12
	Soils, Topography and Land use
	12

	Feb

17-19
	Land use Stream, Flow and Runoff Pollution
	13

	Feb

24-26
	Stream and Riparian Preservation/Restoration, Watershed management
Guest Lecture – Dr. Tom Griggs, River Partners
	14 & 10

	Mar 
3-5
	Land Use and Groundwater
Guest Lecture – Jon Carlon?
	15

	Mar

10-12
	Natural Hazard Mitigation
Guest Lecture – Calli Burch, Butte Fire Council
Midterm
	9

	
	SPRING BREAK
	

	Mar

24-26
	Landscape Ecology, Urban Forestry, and Wetlands
	16

	Mar 

31
April 2
	HOLIDAY

Biodiversity; Conservation Planning
Guest Lecture – Chris Devine, BCAG HCP/NCCP
	17

	April

7-9
	Conservation Planning Concepts; landscapes; scale
	

	April

14-16
	Conservation Planning Techniques –state of the art
Methods for Environmental Land Analysis
	18

	April

21-23
	Collaboration, Conflict, and Negotiation
Land Conservation – working landscapes, open space, ecological protection
	4 & 5

	April

28-30
	Sustainable Design, Low Impact Development
Guest Lecture – City of Chico Planning
	6

	May 

5-7
	Local, regional, state and federal management
Guest Lecture – Butte County Planning
	7 & 8

	May

12-14
	Student Presentations
	

	Finals

Week
	Thursday, May 21 from 10 – 12
	


*Note: Schedule subject to change without advanced notice given by lecturer.
Exercises: The exercises will involve problem solving activities in environmental planning as well as associated written materials.  Late assignments will lose 10% of their value for each calendar day they are late up to two days. Materials over 2 calendar days late will be accepted with a grade of no credit, unless a bona fide illness and doctors note is provided..  The exception is for assignments with absolute due dates.  These will not be accepted if turned in late.  If you are absent when an assignment or readings are given in class it is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to find out about them and complete the work ON-TIME.  The exercises will be graded on the extent to which the responses answer the questions posed.  It is expected that the exercises will be done in a professional manner, and points may be deducted to work that does not live up to that standard
Readings: Reading assignments are important to student learning and to classroom discussions.  The readings will come from the text, sources placed on WebCT Vista, and from the Internet.  While there is no specific readings grade, completion of the readings will be integral to class discussions and information from them will appear on the tests.  It is expected that students will come to class having completed the reading assignments.  This will help everyone in the learning process.  If it appears as though the readings are not being completed prior to class, the instructor reserves the right to give quizzes on the readings.  Any quizzes will be added to the point total for the final grade.  In completing the readings, students should come to class prepared to answer the following questions:
· What are the key planning concerns related to the component of the environment under study?  What is it about that component that makes it a planning concern?  How successful is such planning likely to be for our use of the environment?  How successful is such planning likely to be for ecosystem preservation?

Term Paper/Presentation: More details with instructions on this later in the semester.

Attendance policy: Attendance is expected at every class and laboratory meeting. There is information presented in lecture and laboratory that is not necessarily covered directly in the text. I understand, however, that personal things happen during any semester that may keep you from class. Therefore, everyone is granted one excused absence. Any additional unexcused absences will affect your final grade.

Course Etiquette: Minor requests: Please, turn off cell phones in lecture and lab to avoid disruption. Please do not eat in lecture or lab (we’re ALL hungry!). Please do not bring drinks in glass bottles into lecture or lab.

Disability Support Services: If you have a documented disability that may require reasonable accommodations, please contact Disability Support Services (DSS) for coordination of your academic accommodations. The DSS phone number is 898-5959 or FAX 898-4411. Visit the DSS website at <http://www.csuchico.edu/dss/>.

Statement on Academic Honesty: Academic misconduct (as defined in the current California State University, Chico catalogue, pg 47, 635) will not be tolerated. Students are encouraged to discuss course materials inside and outside the classroom. However, all written lab material submitted by students must be their own work exclusively. No answers to questions cribbed from other students, other classes or the Internet. The highest standards of honesty are expected when taking exams: no sneaking, peeking or cheat sheeting. If you have any questions about what constitutes academic dishonesty, or the consequences of academic misconduct, consult the current university catalogue, the Office of Student Judicial Affairs (Kendall 110), or ask me. 
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FILL OUT AND RETURN TO LECTURER

Name


_______________________________ 

Student Number
_______________________________ 

E-mail


_______________________________ 

Status: Circle one (Undergraduate, Graduate, Foreign exchange, Open University, Elder College) 

Year of study: Circle one (1, 2, 3, 4, 5, Graduate, Open University, Elder College, International Exchange)

Major/Department
_______________________________

Previous and concurrent (courses being taken at same time as this one) experience (courses completed/relevant work experience) 

In Geography

_______________________________________________________________________
In Parks and Rec
_______________________________________________________________________
In Biology, Geosciences or Agriculture__________________________________________________________
In other relevant departments
_________________________________________________________________
Reasons for doing course: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Any other comments (e.g., relevant special interests, skills)

______________________________________________________________________________
Thank You,

Dean

