Geography Research and Writing

Geography 309 Fall 2008
Course Requirements

Purpose

The immediate purpose of this course is to prepare you to do library research and to meet library research paper and other writing requirements in undergraduate- and graduate-level geography courses.

The longer-term purpose of this course is to provide you with skills, concepts, and information, including knowledge of the literature of Geography, that will enable you to make intelligent use of the services and resources of libraries, including other academic libraries, public libraries, and special libraries, in your careers and personal lives.

General Requirements

Be prepared to attend all class sessions and to devote sufficient time outside the classroom to assignments.  The University standard is two hours of work outside of class per each hour in class.  An average student should therefore expect to spend at least six hours per week doing course readings and assignments, occasionally more.  If you are not prepared to devote this amount of time to the course, please see the instructor or your adviser immediately.

Geography 309 is a required course for Geography majors.  If you believe that you will have difficulty doing the work required in the course, see the instructor.  Many possibilities for special help are available, but the instructor must know of your special circumstances in order to be able to help you.

Specific Requirements  In order to pass this class, you must:
1. Attend all class meetings.

2. Examine and make notes regarding 70 Geography library resources.

3. Produce three library research papers.

4. Do other assignments and quizzes determined by the instructor during the semester to be beneficial to your understanding of the University library and its materials, and proper writing.

5. Make a class presentation.

6. Write a resume.

7. Complete a course evaluation.

8. File a declaration of major form with the department

9. Make a get-acquainted office visit during the first two weeks of the semester. 

Grading

Grading in the course is not based on a curve.  Your grade is based upon what you do.

The above (1—9) are all required, to be completed in a timely and satisfactory manner, in order to be eligible for a grade based on the following point distribution and scale.



Library research paper #1



  
 30 points


Library research paper #2



 
 50 points


Library research paper #3



             200 points

Class Presentation




 50           


TOTAL





             330 points
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Attendance
Attendance at class meetings is required.  Students who miss more than ten percent of the class meetings must arrange with the instructor in order to earn a passing grade.  This arrangement is the student’s responsibility, not the instructor’s; notification by the instructor will be via the final course grade.  Students who miss more than ten percent of the scheduled class meetings and do not observe this requirement will not pass the course.  Students must make immediate arrangements with the instructor to make up absences.  Treat this as your job, with me as your employer; you would not miss work without notifying your boss, preferably beforehand (assuming you wish to keep your job).

A roll sheet passed around at the beginning of each class will determine your presence in class.  You are responsible for making certain that you sign the roll sheet at each class you attend.  If your name is not on the roll sheet, you have not attended for grading purposes.  See also Lateness below.

Examination of Geography Library Materials

An essential part of professional geographical literacy is an awareness and knowledge of published geographical materials.   Each week, as scheduled, you will examine geography library items--reference books, journals, indexes, and abstracts, etc.--and note a number of characteristics of each item.  Notes regarding ten of these items, from a provided list, are due at the beginning of each Friday class meeting during those weeks.

The examination of SEVENTY items is required; fewer than seventy will result in a nonpassing grade in the course.  Late ten-item assignments are not acceptable without a penalty.

Written Assignments and Quizzes

Several short written assignments on aspects of library resources and research, as well as possible reading quizzes on Corbett, will be made during the semester.  Specific requirements will be given with the assignments.

Library Research Papers

Course assignments include three required library research papers.  Details concerning these papers will be communicated in class. 

Text Readings

Assigned readings in the text books, if made, are to be read before class.  You are responsible for all of the information in the course texts.  Quizzes, if given, will be according to a provided schedule.  

Cheating

Neither the instructor nor other students have time to deal with people who cheat.  Do your own work.  Incidents of suspected cheating will be handled by the University administration, not the instructor.

Plagiarism

Plagiarism is the technical term for the use of another person’s writing or ideas without acknowledgment of the original authorship.  Gross use of other’s writings or ideas without proper documentation to indicate the true author is covered under Cheating above.   Inadvertent, unacknowledged use, i.e., plagiarism, will be dealt with in the lectures and readings related to research paper writing.  If you are unclear about the meaning of plagiarism or its consequences, see the instructor.

Lateness

Chronic lateness to class is rude to the other members of the class and the instructor, disrupts the class, and wastes time.  The instructor may deny attendance in the class to people who are chronically late.  If you enter the classroom after the roll sheet has been signed by those present and returned to the instructor, be prepared to explain your lateness in writing in order to obtain credit for attending the class session.

Late ten-item assignments are acceptable only if accompanied by “make up” items--you may compensate for points lost for lateness by doubling the assignment (see assignment for directions). 

Other exercises are due as assigned.  If they are late, consequences will follow.  This might entail extra work, although that tends to place a further burden on me, for your tardiness.  The consequence might be keeping track of the tardiness and reducing the final grade, especially if there is a pattern of lateness.

Library Research Papers are the focus of the course.  This includes you adopting a professional attitude toward them. Thus, late papers will be severely penalized.  See the individual assignments regarding the amount of penalty.  Generally, the MAXIMUM points a late research paper will earn are half of the value of the assignment.  If you believe that you are in trouble regarding this requirement, talk with the instructor immediately; the instructor is there to help.

Recorded Lectures

Taped cassette recordings of many of the course lectures will be available from the instructor.  If you know that you are going to miss a class meeting, see me about access to a recording of the session.  This is the primary means of making up an absence; I assume that you will be doing so, without a further reminder.

Office Hours

Office:  Butte 512
Phone:  898-6081
Hours: MWF 1-2, TR 2--3; and by appointment

Email:  jclaflin@csuchico.edu
It is mandatory for students to make a get-acquainted visit during the first two weeks of the semester.  

As a part-time instructor and full-time father and husband, I cannot always be at school when you might need assistance.  My home phone is 343-3623; leave a message and I will call you back as soon as possible.

