


DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY and PLANNING 

CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, CHICO
GEOGRAPHY 320 - Community and Rural Planning
COURSE SYLLABUS
Fall, 2008
Instructor:
Pam Figge



Class Time: Tu/Thu 2:00-3:15 am

Office:

Butte 508



Room:
Glenn Hall 308




Hours:
Tu/Thu. 1:00-1:50 pm or by appt.
Phone: 898-6089 Home: 877-4544
Required Text: 
 Guide to California Planning.  William Fulton. Third Edition, 2005





Additional Required Reading:  Selected readings during the semester will be distributed in class and/or located on Electronic Reserve including various sample staff reports for your use.  You will also need to access the City of Chico website:  www.chico.ca.us  Under Resources, Planning Services:  City of Chico Design Manual and Master Plan for the Downtown Chico Streetscape.  The General Plan and Municipal Code (zoning regulations – Title 19) are linked from the left side of the screen.  

Lectures will also address subject matter which is not covered in the reading; therefore, class attendance is important.  
City planning finds its validation in the intuitive recognition that a burgeoning market society can not be trusted to produce spontaneously a habitable, sanitary, or even efficient city, much less a beautiful one.   -  Murray Bookchin, The Limits of the City (1986).
In the annals of history, many recognize that we have moved as far as we can go on untamed wheels. A nation in gridlock from its auto-bred lifestyle, an environment choking from its auto exhausts, a landscape sacked by its highways, has distressed Americans so much that even this go-for-it nation is posting "No Growth" signs on development from shore to shore. All these dead ends mark a moment for larger considerations. The future of our motorized culture is up for change. -   Jane Holtz Kay, Asphalt Nation (1998)


Course Description: 
This course provides an introduction to community land use planning.  Geography 320 is a required class for the Human Geography and Planning option and a prerequisite class for several planning courses offered by the Department of Geography and Planning.  

Land use planning is interrelated to several other areas of study (and career choices) including geography, political science, sociology, recreation, civil engineering, architecture, construction management and environmental science.  This course provides an overview of the historical and theoretical aspects of planning as well as the practical aspects of local government land use planning with an emphasis on California land use. 

Course Requirements:
Possible Points
Grading Scale

Mid-Term Examination                                  100
A= 360-400

Final Examination



100


B= 320-359

Public Meeting Report 


  50


C=-280-319

(1) Planning Project Staff Report

150 


D= 240-279

Total
 400


F=  below 239

Scheduled assignments not turned in on the due date, will lose 5 points per day.  
Additional information regarding the preparation of a staff report will be distributed. 

Exams

The mid-term and final examinations will be multiple choice and short answer/essay based on readings and class lectures/presentations.  Lectures will address subject matter which is not covered in the reading; therefore, class attendance is important.  The instructor expects students to take notes and will not place PowerPoint lectures on the WebCT  .  The final examination will not be comprehensive; however, there may be an extra credit section which requires comprehensive knowledge of the total course work.

Homework/Exercises 
1.
The first exercise is a short paper (3-5 pages) based on your attendance at a local 
Planning Commission meeting.  A separate instruction sheet will be distributed in 
class in early September.   This exercise is due November 13th. 
2.
Students will prepare a professional planning staff report based on hypothetical 
development project furnished by the instructor.  A separate instruction sheet will 
be distributed in September.  This exercise is due December 2nd. 

All reports must be typed, single-spaced, stapled, spell checked and have a cover page. (Please use your student identification number and not your name on the cover sheet as well as on all exams).  






Preliminary Class Calendar (changes may occur)

	Date
	Topic
	Assignment
(CaPlan) Unless otherwise noted

	8/26 & 28
	Introduction – What is Planning?  Classic City Design/Planning - Historical Background 
	Chps. 1 & 2


	9/2 & 4
	Legal Basis for Land Use Regulation; Court Decisions – Exactions & Takings 
	Chps. 3, 10 &13


	9/9 & 11
	Manifest Destiny – “We Know Best! Planning in the 19th Century
	www.civics-online.org/library/formatted/texts/manifest_destiny.html 
John L. O’Sullivan

	9/16 & 18
	The Planning Process, Layers of Government; Administration of Local Agency Planning 

Transportation and Land Use Link
	Chps. 3 & 4 
Chp. 20
Handout – Admin. of local planning 

	9/23 & 25
	“Visioning” - The General Plan “the Constitution” for Land Use; Visual Preference Surveys – Take One!
	Chp. 6

Handout:  “Design by Democracy”

9/25 – research/study day – no class

	9/30 & 10/2
	Redevelopment Planning and Zoning Law, Development Permits, Discretionary Approvals, Findings


	Chps. 15 & 7

Guest lecturer 9/30 Andrea Redamonti, Community Development Director, City of Gridley: Redevelopment

	10/7 & 9
	Subdivision Map Act – Subdivision Design & Infrastructure 
	Chp. 8 

Calculating Density – You Try!

	10/14 & 16
	Environmental Regulation - CEQA Mid-Term Review – 
	Chps. 9, 22 & 23; www.ceres.ca.gov/ceqa

	10/21 & 23
	►Mid-Term 10/23 Architectural and Design Review – Is it Pretty?


	Chp. 18; City of Chico Downtown Streetscape, Design Manual, Chico Muni Code: 19.18

	11/4 & 6
	 Writing the Staff Report – “A How To Do It “                         
	Instructor 

	11/11 & 13
	New Urbanism Continued plus “Green Planning” ►Exercise #1 Public Meeting Report Due 11/13

	Handouts:  “A Defense of Sprawl” & “LEED-ND is Coming”

Chp. 17;

	11/18 & 20
	Housing

	Chp. 16
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11/25 & 27         FALL BREAK – DON’T HURT YOURSELF
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	12/2 & 4
	Historical/Cultural Resources 

►12-2 Exercise #2 – Staff report due.
	http://ohp.parks.ca.gov/
Read link: CHRIS/IC
: 

	12/9 & 11
	Dead week – The Players; Politics and Professional Ethics Final Exam Review 

	APA:www.planning.org/ethics/ethics.html
Chps. 5 & 25

	Thursday

12/18
	12:00 – 1:50 Final Exam
	Sleep, eat, study…sleep, eat, study…

Repeat
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