

Course description:

This course will examines different modes of transportation through an analysis of their functions, distributions, and their roles in urban and regional development.  It specifically approaches transportation systems and planning based on land use, and it focuses on topics of sustainable transportation.  It also discusses transportation issues from various applied perspectives.

Textbooks:

Hanson, S. & Giuliano, G. (Eds.). (2004). The geography of urban transportation (3rd ed.). New York: Guilford Press.

(ISBN-10: 1593850557)

[Note: You might want to additionally purchase the following book.  Black (2003) provides techniques/skills that Hanson and Giuliano (2004) do not discuss in detail.  The 2nd edition of Hanson and Giuliano, however, has more discussions of techniques/skills.]

Black, W.R. (2003). Transportation: A geographical analysis. New York: Guilford Press.

(ISBN-10: 1572308486)

Course Requirements:
Your course grade for GEOG 436 will be based on midterm (25%) and final (30%) exams.  The nature of these exams will be explained in the course.  In addition, 30% of the course grade will be based on either an informational or technical research paper.  The remaining 15% will be based on an in-class presentation.  Final grades will be based on the following scale: 93-100% = A; 90-92 = A–; 87-89 = B+; 83-86% = B; 80-82% = B–; 77-79% = C+; 73-76 = C; 70-72% = C–; 67-69 = D+; 60-66% = D; and, 00-59% = F.
	Assignment
	Percentage

	Midterm exam
	25%

	Final exam (8:00-9:50 PM, Wed, Dec. 17)
	30%

	Research paper
	30%

	In-class presentation
	15%

	Total
	100 %


Assignments:

In addition to the midterm and final exams, there are a research paper and an in-class presentation.  There also are activities, such as peer reviewing of your research paper.

The process of peer reviewing of your research paper is (1) forming a group of two or three, (2) reading each other’s research papers, and (3) making a constructive feedback.  This process will take place in the latter part of the semester (November).  Earlier in the semester, you will submit a brief statement to indicate what you are going to do in your research paper.  Use academic/professional journals and reports to support your arguments.  Wikipedia and other online resources may be good places to start collecting information, but do NOT include Wikipedia as your reference.  Find original sources of information and site them.

Research sources:

Numerous journal articles devoted to the subject matter of this course are accessible electronically through the library website.  Note: there are numerous other journals on specific topics, e.g., petroleum resources, energy, technology, planning and so forth.
A very good website is run by Todd Litman at the Victoria Transport Policy Institute.  He has focused on some specific issues related to sustainable transport.  His website is: http://www.vtpi.org/ .  Under the Documents link, you will find various topics in different fields of transportation.  By selecting a subfield of what you are interested in, you will find many reports.  You may choose an article, read it critically, critique the article, and share the information/what you learned with your classmates.  This is what you will do for your in-class presentation.  I will share other source to look for articles in class.
Disability Support Services:
Any student who feels s/he may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me privately to discuss your specific needs.  Please also contact the Disability Support Services (DSS) office to coordinate reasonable accommodations for students with documented disabilities.  This includes arranging a special time and place to take exams.  The website for their office is: http://www.csuchico.edu/dss/ .

	Week
	Month
	Day
	
	Reading

	Week 01
	Aug
	27
	Introduction
	Chapter 1

	Week 02
	Sep
	3
	
	Chapter 2

	Week 03
	
	10
	
	Chapter 3

	Week 04
	
	17
	
	Chapter 4

	Week 05
	
	24
	
	Chapter 5

	Week 06
	Oct
	1
	
	Chapter 6

	Week 07
	
	8
	
	Chapter 7

	Week 08
	
	15
	
	Chapter 8

	Week 09
	
	22
	
	Chapter 9

	Week 10
	
	29
	
	Chapter 10

	Week 11
	Nov
	5
	Out of town
	Chatper 11

	Week 12
	
	12
	
	Chapter 12

	Week 13
	
	19
	
	Chatper 13

	Week 14
	
	26
	Thanksgiving
	Chapter 14

	Week 15
	Dec
	3
	
	Chapter 15

	Week 16
	
	10
	
	Chapter 16

	Week 17
	
	17
	Final Exam
	


GEOG 436:  Transportation Planning


Meeting time:  6:00 – 8:50 W


Classroom:  Butte Hall 503





Instructor:  Nori Sato


e-mail:  nsato2@csuchico.edu


Office:  Butte Hall 535


Phone:  898-6219


Office Hours:  11:00 – 12:00 (MW); 12:30 – 1:30 (TR); and 4:30 – 5:30 (W)








