Geography Library Research and Writing

Course Materials
Required texts available at the AS Bookstore:

Corbett, The Little English Handbook, Eighth Edition.

Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations, Seventh Edition.

Corbett’s Handbook deals with the fundamentals of written English:  grammar, style, paragraphing, punctuation, and mechanics.  These fundamentals are the essential elements of literacy and as such essential to the successful completion of Geography 309.

You are responsible for knowing and using the information about English on pages 3—157 as well as the Glossary of Usage.  During the semester you will possibly be quizzed on information from this book.  If you feel incapable of learning this material, see the instructor immediately.  Corbett will generally be regarded as the authority on matters of written English for this course.

Pages 174--209 of Corbett explain styles of research paper documentation that we will not use in Geography 309.  You might need this information, however, for other classes.

Turabian’s Manual is a common term-paper format guide in many classes and it is important that you be familiar with its conventions.  

Additionally, the AS Bookstore has a number of helpful books on research and writing.  You should have available, at least, a dictionary and a thesaurus.

Dictionary:  There are a number of good, inexpensive, paperbound dictionaries available to help you to spell and define.  I recommend The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, although almost any one of them will do.  If you intend to buy a more expensive or unabridged dictionary, the library and librarians may be able to help you make a choice.

Thesaurus:  A thesaurus, or dictionary of synonyms, is a very helpful aid for clear expression and interesting writing.  Two good paperbound ones are Roget’s Pocket Thesaurus and The Merriam-Webster Pocket Dictionary of Synonyms.  When choosing a thesaurus, consider that some are organized alphabetically and others ore organized by subject.  One form may be easier for you to use than the other.
