Fall 2008







Dr. Don Hankins

GEOG 106







CSU Chico

The American West

(Registration Number 2819)

Tentative Syllabus

Instructor:  

Don L. Hankins




539 Butte Hall, phone 898-4104, email dhankins@csuchico.edu
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Course Format: 
TTH 75 minute lecture and discussion

Readings:



Readings will be made available electronically.  Also see suggested readings list below. 

Course Description:

This course reviews the physical and historical cultural geography of the American West, emphasizing how various cultural groups have each made a unique imprint on the western landscape.  The course also examines the current and future issues facing resource management within this region.  

Course Objectives:

· To develop an appreciation of the significance of environmental relationships in the American West

· Consider the physical and cultural geography (e.g., landscape and people) that comprise the American West. 

· Identify key cultural groups and their relationships to the regional landscapes of the American West.

· Interpret the major cultural groups and resource utilization patterns within the American West.

· Provide a synthesis of the interrelatedness of physical and cultural geographies of the American West.

· Draw upon literature, film, audio, interviews and personal experience and observation of place.

Assignments:

· Periodic reading assignments (material may appear on exams).

· Homework and brief writing assignments.

· One essay outline

· One 1000-word research essay (approximately 3 pages double spaced, 12 point font) on a topic of pertaining to the American West.

· Peer review of essay assignment.

· Completion of one session of class service exercise TBD.

· Exams (five quizzes [lowest score dropped] and a comprehensive final).

Grading:

Grades will be assigned on a straight scale based on the points earned for each assignment (See example grade ranges below).  This system will enable each student to earn a fair grade based upon the percent of points earned on assignments rather than competing with others in the class for the top grade.  

· One make-up quiz or exam will be given for excused absences only, and must be completed within a week of returning to class.    

· One late homework assignment will be accepted without an excused absence.

· Other late assignments will have 10 % deducted for each day they are late.  

· No assignments will be accepted more than one week after the due date.  

· All written assignments based on assigned readings will be due one week from the date assigned unless otherwise advised. 

· Incompletes will only be considered if most of the course requirements have been fulfilled.

· Spelling, grammar, and composition will be considered part of the grading of the assignment.

A           
360-334 (0.935)

C+
287-277 (0.77)

A-         
334-324 (0.90)


C
276-265 (0.735)

B+         
323-313 (0.87)


C-
264-252 (0.70)

B
312-300 (0.835


D+
251-241 (0.67)

B-
299-288 (0.80)


D
240-229 (0.635)

Participation and attendance


30       
points

(8 %)

Essay Outline




10
points

(3 %)

Essay





50  
points

(13.5 %)

Homework/Assignments



100
points 

(27 %)

Five quizzes (Lowest Score Dropped)

100
points

(27 %)

Final exam




75
points

(20 %)

Total





370
points

(100 %)

(Note:  these values are an approximation of point allocation.  Additional points for other assignments may be assigned at instructor’s discretion)

Class Rules:

Aside from University policies, I have simple rules:  respect the learning environment and the opinions/contributions of others, learn (and share what you have learned), have fun (laugh a little), and please avoid tangential conversations and cellular phone use/text messaging during instruction.

Tentative Activity Schedule/Learning Objectives:

	Approximate Timeframe
	Course Topic
	Activity

	Learning Objective(s)

	Week 1 
	Course Overview and Introduction Exercise
	Assignment:  About Me

Read:  Nabhan & Trimble

and

Thayer
	· Identify a personal connection to place.

· Students should be able to synthesize the concepts associated with various components of place

	
	PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY
	
	

	Week 1
	Defining the American West and Geological History
	Home location/region assignment
	· Students should verify what absolute and relative location are.

· Students should be able to identify formal functional and vernacular regions

· Students should be able to explain the concepts of spatial/temporal scale.

	Week 1/2 
	Regional Geology
	In-Class Assignment:  Regional Physiography

Read:  Alt & Hindman
	· Students should be able to classify major rock types for the major geologic provinces

· Students should be able to assess the geologic origins of the various geologic regions

	Week 2
	Climate:  Global processes
	
	· Students should assess and justify the patterns of climatic variation within the American West.
· Students should be able to describe the global processes, which contribute to regionalized climate phenomena.

	Week 2/3
	Climate II and Soils
	Climate calculations: Students use UCD IPM data to calculate and assess climatic variation between 3 physical locations for one calendar year
	· Diagram and contrast the climate patterns (e.g., precipitation and temperature) of two regions.

· Assess the characteristics of regional soils and justify the processes which have created those soil characteristics



	Week 3 
	Vegetation Communities
	
	· Students should be able to synthesize the juxtaposition of vegetation communities relative to climate regions.

· Students should be able to produce a list of dominant vegetation types for the various regions covered
· Students should be able to identify the major soil type associated with the regional vegetation communities

	Week 3/4
	A Uniquely Wild West
	QUIZ I

Assignment:  Self-guided Field Trip
	· Students should be able to interpret the role of climate on wildlife diversification

· Students should be able to list ecoregion associations of wildlife

	
	NATIVE AMERICAN CULTURES
	
	

	Week 4
	Native Americans and the Environment
	Assignment:  House of Night Reflection

Read:  Klasky

Listen to Audio Clip
	· Students should be able to assess the influences of physical environment on cultures
· Students should be able to identify unique general attributes of Native American cultures stemming from environmental relations

	Week 4/5
	Native California I
	In-class Self Assessment

Read:  Margolin

and

Klar & Jones
	· Students should be able to identify the key cultural attributes of the three cultural regions of California
· Students should be able to assess how culture is influenced by the environment

	Week 5
	Native California II
	
	See previous

	Week 5/6
	Pacific Northwest
	Video:  Pacific Northwest
	· Students should be able to assess the connection between environment and culture of the Pacific Northwest

· Students should be able to list the distinguishing features of Pacific Northwest Culture

	Week 6
	Great Basin and Plateau
	Video:  Salt Song Project
	· Students should identify how location and physical environment influence tribal cultures of the Columbia Plateau and Great Basin
· Assess the relevance of the Salt Song Project

	Week 6/7
	Great Plains
	Assignment:  Sustainability

Read:  Meili
	· List key differences in attributes between the cultures of the Northern & Southern Great Plains

	Week 7
	Desert Southwest
	
	· Students should contrast the three cultural areas of the desert southwest

· Students should be able to analyze the environmental relationship of these tribes

· Students should identify unique material culture items for the desert southwest

	Week7
	
	Quiz II
	

	
	Settler Cultures
	
	

	Week 7/8
	Spanish/Mexican West
	Audio: Californio Music

Essays Due
	· Students should identify Spanish/Mexican cultures of the American West

· Students should synthesize the impacts of Spanish/Mexican settlement on existing cultures and landscape

	Week 8
	Spring Break
	
	

	Week 8
	An American West
	Video: Lewis and Clark

Assignment:  Reflection

Read:  Lewis and Clark
	· Students should be able to assess the importance of geology, climate, and culture associated with the Lewis and Clark expedition

· Students should be able to identify the important contributions of this expedition to “western expansion” and scientific discovery

	Week 8/9
	Western Settlement
	Assignment:  Family Origins

Read:  “Powell” Reisner

and

Lockman


	· Students should be able to justify the physical parameters defining major western trails

· TBD

	Week 9/10
	The Melting Pot:  The Salad Bowl
	
	· Students should be able to recognize the major immigration waves and immigrant groups 

· Students should assess the regional growth patterns 

	Week 10
	
	QUIZ III
	

	
	RESOURCE UTILIZATION
	
	

	Week 11
	Minerals and Mining
	Assignment:  Reflection

Video:  In the Light of Reverence

Read:  Fry
	· Students should be able to identify major mined resources of the American West

· Assess the environmental implications of mining

	Week 11

	Logging


	Audio:  NPR spotted owl

Read:  Wilkinson

Assignment:  Reflection
	· Students should assess the resource utilization and impacts related to forestry

· Students should be able to identify key events that triggered the current status of forestry

	Week 12
	Urbanization
	Read:  Alberti
	· Assess the patterns of urbanization

· Identify key problems associated with urbanization

	Week 12
	Water
	Read:  “Introduction” Reisner

Quiz IV
	· Students should be able to explain the relationship between climate, landscape and water.

· Students should reflect upon the current and past patterns of settlement

	Week 13
	Fall Break
	
	

	Week 14
	Dr. Hankins at Conference
	
	· 

	
	CONSERVATION/SUSTAINABILITY
	
	

	Week 15
	Fire and Indigenous Fire Management
	Read:

Anderson et al.

	· Students should synthesize the role of fire as an ecosystem process
· Students should evaluate the implications of settlements on processes, functions and structures of ecosystems with respect to fire

	Week 15
	Land Conservation  and Conserving Wildlife and Restoration
	Read:  Economist

and
Poole

QUIZ V
	· Students should be able to identify the tools used in conservation

· Students should be able to assess the mechanisms and purposes of conservation 

	Week 16
	Final Exam


	
	Thursday 22 May 10:00-11:50


Suggested Readings

The following are readings you might find of interest to gain further knowledge or background to topics covered in class.  

Anderson, M.K.  2005.  Tending the Wild:  Native American Knowledge and the Management of California’s Natural Resources.  University of California Press.  Berkeley, California

Alt, D. and D.W. Hyndman.  2000.  Roadside Geology of Northern and Central California.  Mountain Press Publishing Company.  Missoula, Montana (note:  nearly every state in the west has a roadside geology book.  Also select titles by John McPhee are recommended)

Barbour, M.G. and W.D. Billings eds.  2000.  North American Terrestrial Vegetation.  Cambridge University Press.  New York, New York

Hopkins, Sarah Winnemucca.  1883.  Life Among the Piutes:  Their Wrongs and Claims.  Mrs. Horace Mann, ed.  Cupples, Upham & co., G. P. Putnam's sons, New York, New York

Margolin, M.  1993 (revised).  The Way We Lived:  California Indian Stories, Songs and Reminiscences.  Heyday Books.  Berkeley, California

Moulton, G.E.  2003.  An American Epic of Discovery:  The Lewis and Clark Journals.  Bison Books.  University of Nebraska Press.  Lincoln, Nebraska

Nabhan, G.P and S. Trimble.  1994.  The Geography of Childhood:  Why Children Need Wild Places.  Beacon Press.  Boston, Massachusetts

Paddison, J.  A World Transformed:  Firsthand Accounts of California Before the Gold Rush.  Heyday Books.  Berkeley, California

Reisner, M.  1993 (revised).  Cadillac Desert:  The American West and its Disappearing Water.  Penguin Books.  New York, New York.  

Wilcove, D.S.  1999.  The Condor’s Shadow:  The Loss and Recovery of Wildlife in America.  W.H. Freeman and Company, New York, New York

Wilkinson, C.F.  1992.  The Eagle Bird:  Mapping a New West.  Pantheon Books.  New York, New York.

� Some assignments are unlisted and will be assigned in class
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