California State University, Chico

GEOG 435 (section 1)

Historical Geography of North America

Fall 2008

Bruce Smith-Peters

Office: Trinity Hall 213 and Butte 508 North

Telephone: 898-4760




Class Time: 9:30-10:50 TR
Email: bsmith-peters@csuchico.edu


Classroom: Butte 503 

Office Hours: MW 12:00-12:50(Trinity); TR 11:00-12:00(Butte); and by appointment.

Geography 435 is a regional and topical description of North America at selected time periods, including cultural groups, land tenure systems, settlement patterns, agriculture, exploration and mapping, resource use, urbanization, population and migrations, and present-day results. This course is also offered as AMST 435

REQUIRED TEXT
Michael P. Conzan, The Making of the American Landscape. 

ATTENDANCE
Since students benefit from a course in proportion to the effort they put into it, regular attendance is necessary to attain the most from this course. Attendance will be taken at the beginning of most class periods. Students are expected to attend each class and to have read the textbook so they are prepared for that day’s material. Satisfactory performance in this course will require the average student to commit at least 2-3 hours outside of class for every hour she or he is in the classroom.

ACADEMIC HONESTY
Students are expected to be honest and to demonstrate integrity. Cheating and plagiarism are serious offenses. Plagiarism is copying all or portions of another person’s written material (including the textbook) and submitting it for a grade as one’s own. Cheating includes plagiarism, but is broader. It includes, but is not limited to, obtaining written or verbal information or copying from another during an exam or quiz or allowing someone else to copy your work for a grade. Please refer to the CSU, Chico Student Handbook for further information.

ELECTRONIC DEVICES
Telephones, beepers, ipods, MP3 players, and other similar items are an unnecessary distraction in the classroom. Please turn them off, take the ear buds out, or better yet, leave them at home or in your car. Your attention should be focused on the work in the classroom not on text messaging. Please have the common courtesy to not interrupt our class with your personal business. Laptop computers may be used in the classroom, however, users must sit in the front row. You may not sit in the back and conduct personal business or play games.

 EXAMINATIONS

There will be two exams throughout the semester: one midterm and one final. Neither of the exams will be cumulative; each will cover only new material. The exams will consist of objective and written questions. Each is worth 100 points. Make-up exams will be given ONLY in the case of “serious and compelling” circumstances. Make up exams are all essay.  Total Value of Exams: 200 points

PAPER
Each Student will write a research paper discussing the founding of a town of their choice. Papers include a narrative discussing how the town was founded, why is was located where is was, and an analysis of the historical-geographic factors that helped the town succeed or fail. More information will be forthcoming. Total Value of Paper: 100 points
JOURNAL

One of the major requirements of this course is that you construct a course journal in which you summarize the readings. It will be worth 100 points. You will receive full credit for maintaining the journal, although individual journal entries themselves will not be graded. Failure to keep a complete journal consistent with the standards described below will result in a score of 0 on this assignment. This is an ALL OR NOTHING assignment.


Guidelines


1. Keep your journal in a folder or notebook, separate from your class notes;


2. Number and date each journal entry and write each on a separate page;


3. Handwrite each entry of 300-500 words

4. Write one entry per chapter, in which you discuss the main ideas or most 

     interesting information covered in the text. Expand upon it: explain why it is 
 
     important or interesting;


5. Journal entries should indicate the pages on which you are commenting;



6. For best results, this writing should take place as soon after reading as 
  
  
    possible—while the ideas are still fresh in your mind; 

Periodically during the semester I will collect the journals from a portion of the class.  

Since this process in semi-random, selection one time does not mean that you will not be asked for your journal the following time. The obvious lesson here is to have your journal up to date and ready for submission . You will be given one—and only one—second chance if you do not turn in your journal when called upon. Beyond that, failure to submit satisfactory journal entries when called for will result in a grade of 0 for the entire journal assignment. No journals will be accepted after I have collected them at the beginning of the class. This is an ALL OR NOTHING assignment.

 On Friday, Dec 12, all journals, in their entirety, must be delivered to my office no later than 2:00 p.m. At that point, they are required to include:

1.  A title page;

2.  An introduction discussing your overall impression of the book;
3.  the proper number of journal assignments each beginning on a separate, dated and numbered page.
Total value of journal: 100 points.
QUIZZES
Periodically there will be in-class multiple choice quizzes, usually at the conclusion of chapters in the text. I will announce each quiz, which will be administered during the first ten minutes of the next class period. At the end of that time I will collect the quizzes and reveal the answers. Thus, there will be NO make-up quizzes. Further, students may not simply take a quiz and then leave. You must stay through the duration of the class for the quiz to count. Each quiz is worth 10 points; your 10 highest quiz scores will count. Total value of Quizzes: 100 points.
GRADES
There will be 500 points available to students during the semester. Each student’s grade will be based on the number of points that person acquires on the exams, the quizzes, and the journal.

Points

Grade

463-500
A

450-462
A-

438-449
B+

413-437
B

400-412
B-

388-399
C+

363-387
C

350-362
C-

338-349
D+

313-337
D

0-312

F

COURSE SCHEDULE (subject to change)

date:


class topic and reading assignment

Aug 26


Introduction/ The Nature of

Forward and Intro
                                        Geography
Aug 28
-Sept 2

The Nature of Geography/ The



    Nature of the Continent
            Chapter 1
Sept 4-9

Indian America and Early European
Chapter 2




    Encounters


Sept 11-18 

Spanish Borderlands and French
Chapters 3 & 4



    America


Sept 23-25

The Northeast



Chapter 5
Sept 30- Oct 2

The Plantation South


Chapter 6

Oct 7-9 

Establishing a National Landscape
Chapter 7
Oct 14-16

Clearing the Forests


Chapter 8
Oct 21


MIDTERM EXAM  


Chapters 1-8

Oct 23-28

Settling the Grasslands

Chapter 9
Oct 30-Nov 4

Challenging the Desert

Chapter 10
Nov 6


Utopias



Chapter 11
Nov 11


Veterans Day –no class
Nov 13-20

Ethnicity



Chapter 12 

Nov 25-27

Thanksgiving  -  no classes

Dec 2-9

Industry and the City


Chapter 14
Dec 11


Automobile landscapes

Chapter 15
Dec 16 (Tuesday)
Final Exam (Chapters 9-15),  

12:00-1:50 p.m.

PRINT A COPY OF THIS SYLLABUS AND KEEP IT WITH THE MATERIALS FOR THIS CLASS.

EAD AND SIGN BELOW.  This will be collected in class on August 27, 2008, and only at that time. It is worth 10 points as a quiz score. If you hand it in after the above date you will not receive the 10 points.
Fall 2008 History 231

        I have read the syllabus for History 231 and understand its contents.







____________________________







(printed name)







_____________________________







(signature)

