GEOG. 303--01:  Geography and World Affairs
Steve Herman: Instructor

Fall 2008




Office: Butte 508   (530) 898-5285

Tues-Thurs:  5:00 – 6:15PM
      

Office Hours:  MW  5:15-6:45PM

Butte 101




e-mail:  srherman@csuchico.edu
A.  Course Description:  (from the university catalog) Geography in the news.  Analysis of current

world conflicts and problem areas, with an emphasis on the examination of social, political, and environmental realities.  This is an approved General Education course.  This is an approved Non-Western course.
B.  Course Objectives/Goals:

      1.   To gain a clearer understanding of international issues, focusing on their historical origins and

 relevant geographical factors.

2.
To enhance the students' appreciation of our planet.

3.
To gain a clearer understanding of the arrangement of world locations.

4.
To become comfortable using the basic tools of geographic inquiry, such as maps, globes, atlases, aerial photos, slides, and other visual aids.

5.
To use the arena of global affairs as a medium for the extension of reasoning, speaking, and writing skills.

C.
 Required Materials:

1. Espenshade, E. (ed.), Goode's World Atlas (21st edition)
2.
World map packet and exercise booklet  

D.
Course Requirements:

1.
Examinations:  Two exams will be administered this term, a midterm and a final.  The midterm will be given October 16.  The final exam (non-comprehensive) will be given Tuesday, Dec. 16, 6:00 PM.

2.
Map Quizzes/World Map Test:  Students are expected to attain competence in their knowledge of world place location.  Students will be assigned map completion exercises on a regular basis.  Quizzes based on these homework assignments will be administered at the beginning of most class meetings.  A final test focusing on world map locations will be given December 11.

3.
Reading Quizzes:  Students are expected to read online newspaper summaries of world news events on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays.  There will be seven reading quizzes given (on Tuesdays) in class, each will be based on world news coverage from the previous Friday.  
4.
Other Assignments:  Small out-of-class tasks may occasionally be assigned.  These will be short and may involve using the internet.

5.
Attendance:  Absence usually has a detrimental impact on one's grade.  It is difficult to compensate for what is lost when lectures, discussions, films, etc. are missed.  Also students should note that quizzes and exams may not be made up unless prior arrangements are made with the instructor.  See you in class!

E.   Grading:

1. Grades will be determined by simple percentages, as follows: (There will be no curved

    grading.)


93 - 100% = A       90 - 92% = A-
    87 - 89% = B+ 
83 - 86% = B
   80 - 82% = B-
    

77 - 79% = C+       73 - 76% = C
    70 - 72% = C-         60 - 69% = D
    0 - 59% = F

2.  The maximum value of each assignment (or aggregate of assignments) are as follows

     (totaling 500 points):

First Exam:  

150 points (30% of total course points)    

Second Exam:  
150 points (30%)

Map Quizzes:  
100 pts total (20%)


Reading Quizzes: 
 60 pts. total (12%)


World Map Test:  
 40 pts.   (8%)

F. Weekly Schedule (tentative):

August 26-28 – Introduction                 
Oct. 21-23 – Russia (RQ#4)



Sept. 2-4 - Earth intro    
Oct. 28-30 – Middle East (MQ,)

Sept. 9-11 - The United States (Map Quiz #1)
Nov. 4-6 – North Africa (RQ#5, MQ)



Sept. 16-18 – The United States  (RQ#1)  
Nov. 11-13 – VETERANS’ DAY/So. Africa (MQ)

Sept. 23-25 – Middle America. (RQ#2, MQ)  
Nov. 18-20 – East Asia  (RQ#6, MQ)     



Sept. 30-Oct. 2  – South America (RQ#3, MQ)   
Nov. 25-27 – Thanksgiving Vacation

Oct. 7-9- Europe (MQ)
Dec. 2-4 – Southeast Asia (RQ#7, MQ)

Oct. 14-16 – Europe/First Exam 



Dec. 9-11 – World Summary (World Map Test)








Dec. 16 (6 PM) - Final Exam

