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Required Reading: Anthology of Readings (Packet  #  536)-- 
     obtainable at Mr. Kopy, 119 Main Street, next to 7-11 store 

   

	1  

8/26, 8/28
	Introduction.

WHAT IS THE AMERICAN WEST?

GREAT PLAINS

   Climate, weather and weather hazards

   Landforms

   Grassland Biome

       Vegetation

       Soils

       Wildlife
	-Outline map and list of places to know

-Map: Geographic Regions of the US (McKnight)

-Map: The Great Plains & Prairies (McKnight)

-Overview of Great Plains environment and land use: http://usinfo.state.gov/products/pubs/geography/geog11.htm
-Pirkle: Climates of Western US: Semiarid

-Bergman: Focus on Tornadoes

-Map: Dominant Vegetation Types in Western US (Pirkle)

-Farb: Sea of Grass

-Costello: Catastrophe and Renewal

	2  

9/2, 9/4
	Plains Indians and buffalo

Louisiana Purchase

Lewis & Clark: The Corps of Discovery


	-Haines: Man and Buffalo in North America

-Haines: Horses for the Buffalo Hunters

-Journey of Lewis and Clark (online: http://www.nps.gov/jeff/LewisClark2/TheJourney/TheJourneyMain.htm)

-Haines: The Southern Plains: Apache and Comanche

-Haines: Tribes of the Woodland Fringe 

-Haines: The Blackfeet 

-Notes from Dances with Wolves / Dobie: Introduction from The Voice of the Coyote

-Leopold: on hunting (from A Sand County Almanac)

	3   

9/9, 9/11
	Oregon and California trails

US Army and the Indians

   Buffalo Soldiers

QUIZ
	-Haines: Oregon and California Trails

-Online: Buffalo Soldiers: 

http://www.imh.org/imh/buf/buf1.html

http://www.imh.org/imh/buf/buf2.html

	4   9/16, 9/18

	First Transcontinental Railroad

    The Union  Pacific

The Fate of the Buffalo

The Fate of the Indians

    Old World diseases

    Loss of buffalo

    Conflict with whites
	- Transcontinental Railroad (PBS)—Special Features: Race to Utah, Native Americans, Scouting the Route http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/tcrr/filmmore/index.html
-- The Buffalo Harvest by Frank H. Mayer http://www.pbs.org/weta/thewest/resources/archives/five/buffalo.htm
-Haines: The Great Killer



	5   9/23, 9/25 
	Euro-American Settlement

African American Settlement

   The Exodusters in Kansas

Homestead Act

Grazing and range lands of the West
   Predator control
	- African American settlement (Exodusters): http://www.nps.gov/untold/banners_and_backgrounds/expansionbanner/exoduster.htm
http://www.nps.gov/untold/banners_and_backgrounds/expansionbanner/speese.htm
- Homestead Act:  http://www.answers.com/topic/homestead-act
-Dasmann: Range Livestock in the U.S. and Range Ecology and Management

-Wuerthner: The Price is Wrong

	6   9/30, 10/2
	Dry Farming the Plains

The Dust Bowl Years

Irrigation and the Ogallala Aquifer

Wildlife and People

   Conservation and Restoration

Unsettlement of the Great Plains
 EXAM 1

	-Costello: Man and the Prairie

-Steinbeck: from Grapes of Wrath

-Dasmann: Agriculture and Grassland

Soils

-National Geographic: Change of Heartland

-Callenbach: from Bring Back the Buffalo
-S.F. Chronicle: Indians Reclaiming the 
Great Plains / -Where the Buffalo Roam, Again

	7  

10/7 10/9
	ROCKY MOUNTAINS

Landforms, climate, vegetation, wildlife

Yellowstone’s Hot Spot

The Fur Trade and Mountain Men

Yellowstone: conservation, predator control, restoring the wolf
	-Map: The Rocky Mountains 

-Map: Central Rockies & Wyoming Basin

-Online: The Empty Interior:  http://odur.let.rug.nl/~usa/GEO/geog12.htm
-Udall: The White Indians

-Morgan: On trapping beaver (Jedediah Smith)

-Of Mountain Men and Indians (Story of the Great American West, Ch. 3)

	8   10/1410/16
	Mining

Settlement in the Rockies
	-environmental effects of Western mining: http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/specials/mining/
Parts 1-4

	9   10/21
10/23
	INTERMONTANE REGION

Landform Divisions 

Climate, vegetation, wildlife

Native Americans

Spanish Conquest
	-Map: Intermontane West 

-Online: The Southwest Border Area: http://odur.let.rug.nl/~usa/GEO/geog13.htm
-Casey: History of the People (Anasazi, Hopi, Navajo) 

-Coronado: http://www.psi.edu/coronado/coronadosjourney2.html

	10 10/28

10/30 
	Spanish settlement 

Anglo-American settlement

Latinos: “Foreigners in their Native Land”

EXAM 2
	-Takaki: Foreigners in their Native Land

	11   11/4
11/6
	Deseret: Mormon settlement

Mining: Comstock Lode

Water: Conquering the desert

CALIFORNIA & THE NORTH PACIFIC COAST

Land and climate

Native Americans
	-Reisner: Chapter 1 from Cadillac Desert

-Reisner: Introduction: A Semidesert with a Desert Heart

-Map: The California Region

-Map: The North Pacific Coast

-Map: The Westlands

-Online: California: (general physical and historical description) http://odur.let.rug.nl/~usa/GEO/geog14.htm) 
-Online: The North Pacific Coast (general physical and historical description): http://odur.let.rug.nl/~usa/GEO/geog15.htm) 

-Rawls & Bean: The Original Californians

-Margolin: Land and Animals (The Ohlone Way)

	12   

11/13
	11/11 NO CLASS: VETERANS DAY
Spaniards and Mexicans

Gold Rush and American takeover

Market Hunting and wildlife
	-Hornbeck: California Gold

-Stone: “The Difficulty of Coming Here is Imaginary” -“How do We Get to the Gold?”

-Dasmann: Where Antelope Glimmered Through the Dancing Heat 

-Margolin: The Last Two Centuries

	13   11/18
11/20
	The First Transcontinental Railroad: 

     The  Central Pacific & Chinese workers

Chinese in the frontier west
	- Central Pacific Railroad Photographic History Museum: http://cprr.org/Museum/index.html#Chinese

-Hine: The Ethnic Frontier

	14    
	11/24-11/28 THANKSGIVING VACATION
	 

	15   12/2
12/4
	Marine resources: sea otters, whales, salmon, etc. 

End of wild California
Lumbering in the northwest

Natural hazards 
	-Nickerson: The Fur West and Counting Noses

-Gordon & Baldridge: On Gray Whales and Whaling

-Norse: Ancient Forests: Global Resource, Global Concern; The Forests of the Pacific Northwest

	16   12/9
12/11
	Agriculture, Farmworkers, Illegal Immigrants

Ethnic groups in the American West
   African Americans

   Japanese

   Filipinos   

Major Nuclei and Regions of the West
	-Sac. Bee: Struggling in El Norte

-Sac. Bee: The Waiting Game

-Hine: The Ethnic Frontier

-Meinig: American Wests: Preface to a Geographical Interpretation

	12/15-19
	FINAL EXAM WEEK  Our exam is on Thursday from 12:00-1:50 in Butte 103
	

	All the above topics and topic dates are subject to change, as are the total possible points.  


STUDENTS, YOU ARE EXPECTED TO: 
· Attend class, take careful notes, and if absent obtain missed notes from a classmate. Be current with the reading assignment. 

· Turn in assignments on or before the due date. Late assignments will have their scores reduced by 20% for each weekday (not class period) they are late, except in special cases arranged with the instructor.

· Know how to write a college paper; consult a college-paper style manual when in doubt.

· Put an appropriate amount of effort into the writing assignments, commensurate with college-level work. This means following the research and writing guidelines and attending to standard rules of composition and grammar. Pay attention to corrections made on returned papers and make each paper better than the previous one. 
· Meet with the instructor if you are concerned about low grades on writing assignments and exams.
· Visit the Student Learning Center, ML 458, 898-6839 if help is needed in study skills.
· Visit the Writing Center, Taylor 203, 898-5042, if help is needed in writing.
· Consult with the instructor if you have special needs.
· Non-native English speakers are expected to get help with written English, if needed.
GRADING: The final course grade is based on the total number of points earned.  90% = A, 80% =B, 70% = C, 60% = D, and less than 60% = F.

 1 Quiz………………………………..…...25
 2 Midterm Exams (100 points each)…200 

 3 Reports (25 points each)………..……75 

 1 Final Exam……………………………100

 Total Points……………………………. 400                                


Geog. 106-03 American West


Fall 2008


TuTh 2:00-3:15


Butte 103





Instructor: Dr. D .J. O’Donnell


Office: Tehama 227 


Mailbox: SSC 440 or Butte 207


Phone: 898-3494


Email: Dodonnell@csuchico.edu


Office Hours: MW 12:30-1:30; TuTh 3:30-4:30





Point values are subject to change, and the


total may be more or less than shown here.
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IMPORTANT: 


Turn off cell phones and keep them put away during class. 


Leaving the room during class is a discourtesy and a distraction to the other class members as well as to the instructor. Please do not do so unless there is an emergency. If you know you will have to leave early, notify the instructor beforehand. 


(  Videos and video clips are an important part of the class. You are not free to leave during videos. Don’t use them as routine bathroom breaks.











