Geography 105

Office: Butte 626

Phone: 898-6081

California Cultural Landscapes

Email: jclaflin@csuchico.edu
Fall 2010


Hours: MWF 10:00—11:00
Course Description: This course introduces students to physical setting and historical cultural

geography of California’s changing cultural landscapes. Uses a broad overview approach to examine the spatial and temporal changes in the California landscape resulting from the interaction of various cultural groups with their environment. This is an approved General Education course under Area D, Sub-area D3: Cultural and Social Institutions.

GE OBJECTIVES: GEOG 105 is a General Education (GE) course in Area D: Behavioral and Social Sciences, Sub-Area D3: Cultural and Social Institutions. It is intended for those students with no previous college-level social science coursework. The GE Program at CSU, Chico has five goals:
· to improve reading, writing, critical thinking, discussion and speaking skills, mathematical reasoning, analysis and problem solving, and the ability to access, evaluate, and apply information;

· to instill efficient, effective learning skills that will keep the student on a path of perpetual intellectual curiosity;

· to enhance general knowledge and attitudes so that students have a well informed, integrated, and coherent picture of the universe and humanity, including the living and non-living physical universe; human cultures, societies and values; and the artistic and intellectual legacy of humanity;

· to broaden knowledge about the impact, perspectives, and contributions provided by cultural, racial, ethnic, gender, cognitive, and global diversity; and

· to provide, for each student, coherence, connectedness, and commonalty within broad areas of undergraduate education.

The principal charge to GE Area D is to provide students opportunities to develop understanding of human behavior and the use of social theory, concepts, and analysis in application to human interaction. Class, race, ethnic, and gender issues should be integrated into courses in this area whenever possible. A course must, in a significant way, deal with human behavior. In each course, students must demonstrate learning:

· in social science methods and perspectives,

· in historic as well as contemporary perspectives and influences, and

· in several relevant theoretical and methodological approaches.

Under Sub-Area D3: Cultural and Social Institutions students must demonstrate learning in:

· the development and variation of cultural and social institutions; and

· how cultural and social development and variations affect groups, institutions, and behavior.

Course Student Learning Objectives: 
1. Written communication: Students will enhance their skills in written communication through writing assignments linked to course content.

2. Critical thinking:  Students will exercise critical thinking in analyzing human-environment interactions, the events, explanations for, and effects of the Spanish Conquest, Mexican Rancho era, and U.S. take over and development of California.  This will include subsequent collective responses of indigenous peoples and the changing ethnic character of immigrants in various geographical regions of California and the cultural landscapes that are developed.

3. Students will demonstrate enhanced factual knowledge of the development over time and space of the physical geographic landscape and subsequent interactions with socio-cultural characteristics of pre-Colombian, Spanish conquest, Mexican Rancho era, U.S. colonialism and contemporary California. 

4. Students will be able to describe the predominant cultural patterns over time and space, and inter-ethnic relations between cultures and the regional/local societies in which they exist.

Course audience: This course is an approved General Education course for both Area D3 and for

Diversity (Ethnic) requirement.

Required Texts

Fairbanks, D.H.K. (2009). California Cultural Landscapes: An Exploration of Spatial and Temporal Patterns. 1st Edition, Kendall-Hunt Press, Dubuque, IA.
Atlas of California, Donely, Allan, Caro and Patton. On reserve in the Library Reserve Book Room.

Tortilla Curtain by TC Boyle

Course Objectives

1. To help students develop a geographic understanding of California’s changing cultural landscapes, including:

a. The physical processes that shape the patterns on the earth’s surface,

b. How these physical processes affect human cultures,

c. How various cultures have modified the physical environment,

d. The patterns of human migration and settlement throughout the region,

e. The role of interethnic relations in shaping these migrations and settlement patterns.

2. Develop the ability to think, speak, and write critically.

Course Requirements

Students are responsible for all class materials.  Specific requirements include:

1. Two midterms and a final exam, combining objective and essay questions.  Exam questions will come from all types of course material.
2. Map quizzes/exercises throughout the semester.

3. One in-class book review written according to instructions provided.

4. Family Migration Project

Students’ Responsibilities

    CONSIDER THIS YOUR FIRST WARNING: Turn off all cell phones, music players, and other electronic devices while in class.  If you plan to use a laptop to take notes, you will need special permission.  Violation of this rule is grounds for dismissal from the class for the day, or permanently.

  Students are expected to attend all classes.  If you miss class or leave early because of other important commitments, you are still responsible for materials presented in lecture.

      Students should take careful, complete notes; exams will be taken in large part from lecture materials and classroom discussions.

   Reading outside materials, or carrying on conversations not relevant to classroom discussions are prohibited.  Violation of this rule is grounds for dismissal from the class.
    Students are expected to respect one another and the diversity of opinion, viewpoint, experience, and interpretation present in a university classroom.

Instructor’s Responsibilities

    It is the instructor’s responsibility to be organized, informative, and enthusiastic about the course material.

    As a guide to the learning process, the instructor will make every effort to accommodate different learning styles by using various methods of instruction—including traditional lecture, class discussion, hands-on activities, and film and video when available.

    It is the instructor’s responsibility to ensure that classroom decorum is maintained.  Any behavior that disrupts the learning process will be dealt with in a prompt manner and might lead to the student(s) being dropped from the class.

    The instructor will be available during office hours to answer questions about course materials, assignments, or exams.
Grading Policy

No make-up work will be permitted.  There will be no early or late exams or quizzes, except in rare individual cases.  If you encounter a problem, notify the instructor as soon as possible.  Assignments are due on the dates indicated in the syllabus or as instructed.  Late papers will be docked points. Assignments will not be accepted more than five periods late.  There will be no extra-credit work given; put your energy into the assigned work instead.  In accordance with University literacy standards, spelling, grammar, and composition will be taken into account when any written assignment is graded.  Grades will be assigned according to University catalog standards. Students with special needs are encouraged to see the instructor as early in the semester as possible.
Graded activities will be as follows:

Exams (3 @ 100 points each)


300

Maps/exercises/activities (% of 100)

100

Book review (50 points)


  50

Family Migration 



  50

Total





500

Course grades will be determined on the following point scale:



470 -- 500  A


385 -- 399  C+



450 -- 469  A-


365 -- 384  C



435 -- 449  B+


350 -- 364  C-



420 -- 434  B


330 -- 349  D+



400 -- 419  B-


300 -- 329  D

    




          <300 --         F

Additionally, class attendance and participation will be heavily considered when resolving borderline grades.

Add/Drop:  Students who have not contacted the instructor by the second day of class will be disenrolled.  September 3 is the last day to add or drop classes using the Portal/Student Center.   September 17 is the last day to drop without a serious and compelling reason.  See CSUC catalog for further details

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

Week/Date


Topic           


Reading 

1
Aug23


Intro/Geography

       25






Ch 1


       27






Syllabus quiz
2 
       30


California Landforms

Ch 2




  Sep 1








         3
3 
         6

ENJOY YOUR HOLIDAY

         8


Geologic Hazards





       10



4 
       13


Climate/Weather

Ch 3/Landforms quiz



       15 








       17
5 
       20


California/Climate Change
Rivers/Lakes quiz

       22 

Biomes


Ch 4

       24
6 
       27


First Exam




       29


Native Landscapes

Ch 5

 Oct  1
7                   4






Counties quiz/North




         6


Spanish Period

Ch 6

         8

8                 11






Counties quiz/South



       13 






       15 

Mexican Period 

Ch 7
9                 18    









       20





 
       22
10 
       25


Gold Rush


Ch 8/ Missions quiz

       27








       29
11 
  Nov1


Second Exam




         3 

Modern California Emerging
Ch 9

         5


12 
         8


FAMILY MIGRATION DUE







       10 

Agriculture


Ch 10

       12
13 
       15


Immigration/Ethnicity

Cities quiz






       17 







       19
NOVEMBER 22—26  ENJOY YOUR BREAK
14               29






Ch 11




 Dec  1 

BOOK REVIEW





         3
15 
         6


Water Wars


Ch 12



         8 

California Futures



       10
FINAL EXAM:  Monday (December 13): Section 1: 10:00—11:50






Section 2  12:00—1:50
 WRITING A BOOK REVIEW (for Claflin)   
READ THIS PAGE CAREFULLY BEFORE READING THE BOOK!

As you read, keep track of your thoughts and reactions; these will be invaluable later.  Note that this is a writing exercise (to practice and demonstrate writing skills) as much as a "test" on the book's contents.  

*****The review will be written IN CLASS, IN 55 MINUTES.  Bring a green book, a pen, and, optionally, the book, and a dictionary/thesaurus.  Notes are not allowed.  It is highly recommended that you practice ahead of time, especially to check your writing speed: Fifty-five minutes will pass quickly.
FORMAT:  Label each section of the book review as follows (minus 5 pts for not doing so).

Introduction—The purpose of this introduction is to interest your reader into reading the rest of the review, to capture their attention (sometimes called a “hook”).  Be concise (one short paragraph), original, and even creative (avoid "This book was written by . . .").  Save the details and the descriptive material about the book for the overview section.  However, make sure to mention the book by name in the intro.

Overview--A brief overview of the book's contents MUST be included, along with necessary details about the book, author, setting, time frame, purpose and so on, whatever is essential information to the reader of your review.  This will likely require two or three paragraphs.

(The intro and overview are largely descriptive and objective and will comprise, at most, 40% of the total review.  Make sure that you follow this direction. )


 Commentary—[This section generally includes your reactions, comments, criticisms, and praises of the book.]  For this review, I want you to focus in the commentary on how this book fits into the context of this course (lectures, videos, textbook).   Show me how well you recognized in this book the California geography you have been learning.  Remember: this part is your analysis of the book and the author, not your essay on the topic of the book.  In other words, be sure to address the book and the author; make frequent references to both (at least once every paragraph).  The commentary should include at least four distinct points you are making about the book, each point developed into its own paragraph.

***This section is analytical (more challenging than the first two sections) and should comprise the MAJORITY of your review. 


    Conclusion—You must include a definitive conclusion, perhaps summary comments. The conclusion to a book review must contain a specific mention of the book.

REMINDERS:
· Expect penalties in points if you fail to follow these directions.

· Avoid the trap of too much `retelling' of the story.

· Do not assume the instructor/grader has read the book; provide the essential explanations.

· The analytical portion should emphasize your own view​point; special attention should be devoted to your insights and reactions, especially as they pertain to course contents.  You are welcome to write in first person.

· Strive for originality in your comments (without going to extremes).

· Maintain   a   proper   balance   between   generalizations   and details/examples; include  both!  Paragraphs likely begin with a generalization, followed by supporting details/examples.

· While your sentiments can provide valuable ideas, avoid strictly and overly emotional responses.

· In accordance with University Literacy Requirements, grammar and composition will be taken into consideration in the grading of this WRITING EXERCISE.

· The following are some of this instructor's "pet peeves."  Thing is a poor word choice; find the appropriate noun you need.  Avoid a lot, really and other such informal language.  Avoid constructions with you.  ("You never find out what happens to . . .) Be careful with overstatements, often indicated by such words as never, always, forever, tons of . . .
