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GEOGRAPHY 105, CALIFORNIA CULTURAL LANDSCAPES

Spring 2010

Section 1, MWF 1:00-1:50, Butte 101

Section 2, MWF 11:00-11:50, Butte 103

Instructor: Dr. D. J. O’Donnell

Office: Tehama 227

Mailbox: SSC 440 or Butte 507

Phone: 898-3494

E-mail: Dodonnell@csuchico.edu

Office Hours: MW 2-3: TuTh 12:30-1:30
Readings and Reference 

Textbook: Fairbanks, D.H.K. (2009). California Cultural Landscapes: An Exploration of Spatial and Temporal Patterns. 1st ed., Kendall-Hunt Press, Dubuque, IA.

Blackboard Vista (BbV): readings and assignments

Internet: Atlas of CA: http://www.humboldt.edu/~cga/calatlas/index.html
Internet: see various sites listed under Readings
	 WEEK
	TOPICS
	READINGS

	1 1/25-29
	California’s Natural Environment: Physiographic regions, landforms, weather and climate, vegetation and wildlife 
	Atlas of Calilfornia: http://www.humboldt.edu/~cga/calatlas/index.html
BbV: List of places to know for map quiz

BbV: California Physical Maps
BbV: California Physiological Provinces Map
Text: Ch.1, 2, 3, 4 

	2  2/1-5 
	The Indian Period: settlement patterns, use and management of resources 
	Text: Ch. 5
BbV: California Indians overhunted game

Indians of California: An Overview: http://www.learncalifornia.org/doc.asp?id=1897

	3   2/8-12 
	The Indian Period (cont’d)

QUIZ
	Destruction of the California Indians: http://www.learncalifornia.org/doc.asp?id=1617

	4   2/15-19
	The Spanish Period: exploration & early contact; Spanish settlement; missions and Indians 

Russian Settlement and the Sea Otter Trade
	Text: Ch.6
Russians & Sea Otters in California: Fort Ross State Historical Park: www.fortrossstatepark.org


	5  2/22-26
	The Mexican Period: land grants, ranchos, and the economy

The Gold Rush: population explosion, altered landscapes, market hunting & disappearance of wildlife; toxic waters
	Text: Ch.7, 8

Jedediah Smith, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jedediah_Smith
California Gold Rush, 1848-1864: http://www.learncalifornia.org/doc.asp?id=118

	6   3/1-5
	EXAM (through Mexican Period)

The Gold Rush (cont’d)

The American Takeover: the fate of Hispanic Californios (“Foreigners in their native land”); ethnic conflict and changing land tenure
	Text:  Ch.8

Antonio Franco Coronel, http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/goldrush/peopleevents/p_coronel.html
BbV: Excerpt from Coronel’s “For me the placers were finished” 

BbV: Mother Lodes of Mercury

	7 3/8-12
	The Fate of the Indians

New Settlement Patterns & The     Prairies that Vanished 
	BbV: Different Views of CA Indians—T. Kroeber
Text: Ch.8
On California’s native grasslands: http://www.hastingsreserve.org/NativeGrass/NatGrasBackgrnd.html

	8 3/15-19
	SPRING VACATION
	

	9 3/22-26
	Transportation and The Railroads

The Big Four & the immigrant Chinese
Early Chinese California: Monterey fishermen, farm & domestic labor, cultivation, manufacturing, persecution, violence, and exclusion
Japanese Immigration, Settlement, and Farming Success
	Text:  Ch.9

Chinese and The Central Pacific Railroad: http://cprr.org/ (click on Chinese)
Chinese Start Monterey Fishing Industry, http://www.mchsmuseum.com/chinesefishing.html
Angel Island: Guardian of the Western Gate, http://www.english.illinois.edu/maps/poets/a_f/angel/natale.htm
BbV: Early Chinese—Chinatown rebuilds
Text: Ch.10, 12
Japanese in California (from Five Views): http://www.nps.gov/history/history/online_books/5views/5views4.htm

	10  3/29-4/2
3/31 César Chávez Day, Campus Closed
	Japanese Internment and “Forsaken Fields”
Filipino Immigration: from farm labor to the “brain drain”
	Japan Town Atlas (see locations of Japan Towns & Internment Centers): http://japantownatlas.com/index.html
Filipino Americans: http://www.answers.com/topic/filipino-american#copyright 


1965 Immigration Act, http://www.asian-nation.org/1965-immigration-act.shtml

	11  4/5-9
	Twentieth Century Agriculture: agribusiness; farm size & farmworkers: Dust Bowl migrants; Bracero Program 

EXAM (through Filipino Immigration)
	Text: Ch.10

Atlas of CA (Agricultural/Urban Land; Agricultural Production): http://www.humboldt.edu/~cga/calatlas/index.html

	12  4/12-16
	Toxic landscapes: agricultural pesticides & the environment
Video: Agriculture’s Effect on Frogs, http://www.pbs.org/wnet/nature/episodes/frogs-the-thin-green-line/video-agricultures-effect-on-frogs/4848/
	Text: Ch.10

PANNA Report, www.panna.org,   Type “Fields of Poison 2002,” then read News Release and Executive Summary
BbV: Agriculture—Pesticide Questions

	13  4/19-23
	How to Transform a Landscape-- Adding or Subtracting Water: irrigation, dams, and long-distance transport

Water for Los Angeles & San Francisco
	Text: Ch.11

BbV: Delta system imperils fish 

BbV: Owens Lake article
Owens Lake video: http://www.linktv.org/video/1572/owens-lake
Lessens from Mono Lake video: http://www.greenobservers.org/mono-lake.html

	14  4/26-30
	Conservation of Land & Wildlife: history; restoring the fauna; living with dangerous or troublesome wildlife
	Text: Ch.4

BbV:  Tule Elk script
DFG, http://www.dfg.ca.gov/news/issues/lion/

	15  5/3-7
	People and Forests: management & mismanagement (e.g. coast redwoods) 


	Text: Ch.4

Headwaters slide show, http://www.wildcalifornia.org/projects/headwaters/slides/index.html
BbV: US National Parks have lost species

	16   5/10-14
	Recent Immigration Patterns and Issues 
	Text: Ch.12

The Waiting Game, http://www.justicejournalism.org/projects/bazar_emily/bazar_122503_2.pdf
Struggling in El Norte (Mixtec Indians): http://www.radiobilingue.org/archive/02_10_20_elnorte.htm
The Hmong People in the U.S.: http://www.jefflindsay.com/Hmong_tragedy.html

	Final Exams 5/17-21  
	Our exams: Sec. 1 is Wed. at 2:00

                   Sec. 2 is Mon. at 12:00 
	


Note: All the above topics and their sequence in the syllabus are subject to change.

GRADING POLICY: The final course grade is based on the total number of points earned. As a general rule, 90% = A, 80% =B, 70% = C, 60% = D, and less than 60% = F.
GRADING (assignments, exams, point values, and total points are subject to change):

 Quiz……………………………………..40


 Essays…………..................................50



 3 Exams (100 points each)…………300 



 Total Points…………………………..390

STUDENTS, YOU ARE EXPECTED TO: 

· Be current with the reading. Turn in assignments on or before the due date. Late papers are accepted but will have their grades reduced by 20% for each weekday (not class period) they are late. Papers dropped off at instructor’s mailbox must have date stamped by receptionist.
· Ask when in doubt, and consult with the instructor if your exam or writing assignment grades are low. There will be no “extra credit.” 

· Put an appropriate amount of effort into the writing assignments, commensurate with college-level work. This means following the research and writing guidelines and attending to standard rules of composition and grammar. Consult a style manual if needed. Pay attention to corrections made on returned papers and make each paper better than the previous one.
· Non-native English speakers are expected to get help with their written English, if needed.
· Visit the Student Learning Center, SSC 340, 898-6839, if help is needed in study skills or writing..
· Notify the instructor if you have special needs.

IMPORTANT:

(     It is a discourtesy and a distraction to the other class members as well as to the instructor to leave the room during class, unless there is an emergency. If you know you will have to leave early, notify the instructor beforehand. 

· Video clips are an important part of the course. You are not free to leave during videos, unless you have a compelling reason. Don’t use them as routine bathroom breaks.

· TURN CELL PHONES OFF AND KEEP THEM PUT AWAY DURING CLASS.

Course Description: This course introduces students to physical setting and historical cultural

geography of California’s changing cultural landscapes. It uses a broad overview approach to examine the spatial and temporal changes in the California landscape resulting from the interaction of various cultural groups with their environment. This is an approved General Education course under Area D, Sub-area D3: Cultural and Social Institutions.

GE OBJECTIVES: GEOG 105 is a General Education (GE) course in Area D: Behavioral and Social Sciences, Sub-Area D3: Cultural and Social Institutions. It is intended for those students with no previous college-level social science coursework. The GE Program at CSU, Chico has five goals:

· to improve reading, writing, critical thinking, discussion and speaking skills, mathematical reasoning, analysis and problem solving, and the ability to access, evaluate, and apply information;

· to instill efficient, effective learning skills that will keep the student on a path of perpetual intellectual curiosity;

· to enhance general knowledge and attitudes so that students have a well informed, integrated, and coherent picture of the universe and humanity, including the living and non-living physical universe; human cultures, societies and values; and the artistic and intellectual legacy of humanity;

· to broaden knowledge about the impact, perspectives, and contributions provided by cultural, racial, ethnic, gender, cognitive, and global diversity; and

· to provide, for each student, coherence, connectedness, and commonalty within broad areas of undergraduate education.

The principal charge to GE Area D is to provide students opportunities to develop understanding of human behavior and the use of social theory, concepts, and analysis in application to human interaction. Class, race, ethnic, and gender issues should be integrated into courses in this area whenever possible. A course must, in a significant way, deal with human behavior. In each course, students must demonstrate learning:

· in social science methods and perspectives,

· in historic as well as contemporary perspectives and influences, and

· in several relevant theoretical and methodological approaches.

Under Sub-Area D3: Cultural and Social Institutions students must demonstrate learning in:

· the development and variation of cultural and social institutions; and

· how cultural and social development and variations affect groups, institutions, and behavior.

Course Student Learning Objectives: 

1. Written communication: Students will enhance their skills in written communication through writing assignments linked to course content.

2. Critical thinking:  Students will exercise critical thinking in analyzing human-environment interactions, the events, explanations for, and effects of the Spanish Conquest, Mexican Rancho era, and U.S. take over and development of California.  This will include subsequent collective responses of indigenous peoples and the changing ethnic character of immigrants in various geographical regions of California and the cultural landscapes that are developed.

3. Students will demonstrate enhanced factual knowledge of the development over time and space of the physical geographic landscape and subsequent interactions with socio-cultural characteristics of pre-Colombian, Spanish conquest, Mexican Rancho era, U.S. colonialism and contemporary California. 

4. Students will be able to describe the predominant cultural patterns over time and space, and inter-ethnic relations between cultures and the regional/local societies in which they exist.

Course audience: This course is an approved General Education course for both Area D3 and for

Diversity (Ethnic) requirement.
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