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A systematic survey of human economic activities. Analysis of resource exploitation and use, including agriculture, extractive activities, industry, commerce, and service functions. Recommended for business and liberal arts majors. This is an approved Global Culture (GC) course.

Structure and Objectives of the Class

Economic Geography is a field of human geography that focuses on how production and consumption are distributed on the earth’s surface, how that distribution got that way, and how it is changing. As I teach it, it is concerned with “the sustainable and humane production, use and reproduction of the social, natural and material conditions of human existence” (From Dictionary of Human Geography, 3rd Edition). As a global cultures class, the emphasis will be on global diversity and on the cultural and political content of the global economy.

We will explore global economic geography in three ways:
1. Weeks 1-4. The global economic order, with emphasis on Haiti. Haiti is in the news and we hear things like “the poorest country in the western hemisphere,” or “80 percent of the people live on less than $2 a day.” How did Haiti come to occupy the position of a global “periphery?” We’ll look at the role of “geography,” colonialism, population, international organizations, and environment on the fate of this and other “peripheral” nations.

2. Weeks 5-10. The lives of global commodities from political and institutional perspectives. The sector we will focus on is agriculture/raw materials. Examples will include food, drugs and stimulants -- such as coffee--, with a special attention to goods that are typically grown or collected in “the global south”. We will look at commodities through time and across place, and look at their association with different labor regimes such as slavery, peasant agriculture or wage labor. We will see that the production and marketing of these goods are sometimes practiced as a “fair trade” alternative to conventional globalization.

3. Weeks 11-15. Urban agglomeration and restructuring. We are living in an urban century. Most people live in cities. Some cities and urban regions have emerged as global leaders of economic growth, but most cities are growing dramatically without the benefit of a leading global economic sector. Instead, most urban people are discovering ways to “make do” in a world that seems to have passed them by. Still, their resilience has led to fascinating examples of survival and economic vibrancy in some of the poorest places in the world. We will also look urban-based consumerism in different contexts.

This course will introduce or expand on five of the Geography and Planning Department’s student learning outcomes (SLOs):

· Formulate geographic research questions.
· Recognize the presence and application of regional, local and global dimensions of the social and physical worlds in data.
· Understand varying interpretations of causality, interaction, policy and values in human-environmental relationships.
· Understand ways in which we use the environment can affect future generations and other human and natural systems.
· Analyze information from different physical or social sciences from a geographic perspective.
Finally, the course will reinforce the following learning objectives of general education (global cultures):

· Recognize the diversity of world cultures.
· Learn to use and critique global indicators of economic and cultural diversity.
· Know basic factual information related to global economic cultural diversity.
Course Requirements

	Course Requirements
	Points

	14 weekly online reading quizzes (5 pts each)
	70

	Project 1
	30

	Project 2
	30

	Project 3
	30

	Final (cumulative)
	40

	Total
	200

	Your attendance and participation may affect your grade.


The Class Reader is available at Mr. Kopy. Weekly readings are listed in the table, below. 

Class Schedule

	Dates
	Topics
	Readings
	Assignments/Activities

	Week 1

January 26 and January 28 
	Modes of Production

Colonialism/Neo-Colonialism

Commodities

Core/Periphery 


	Wolf, Eric. 1982. The movement of commodities. In -------- Europe and the people without history. Berkeley: UC Press. Read pages 310 to 317 and332-339
Excerpt from Kincaid, Jamaica. 1988. A small place. New York: FSG
Danner, Mark. 2009. To Heal Haiti, Look to History, Not Nature. New York Times. January 21 (on Vista—not in reader)
	Fill out and turn in student sheet to me with photo by Thursday

Project explanation

In class “quiz” Thursday

	Week 2

February 2and

February 4
	Globalization/Neo-liberalism

Uneven Development Dependency and Aid

Remittances
	Klak, Thomas. 2008. Neo-liberal exports and regional vulnerability. In Placing Latin America: Contemporary themes in human geography, ed. Edward L. Jackiewicz and Fernando J. Bosco, 31​​–49.  Boulder, CO: Rowman and Littlefield.

Hessler, Peter. 2009. Chinese Barbizon: Painting the outside world. New Yorker, October 26. 
	Online quiz posted Sunday 

First project update due Thursday

	Week 3

February 9 and February 11
	Economic Development

Indicators and Trends of Poverty
	Macollvie Jean-François. 2009. Haiti: Hope turns to ashes. World Policy Institute document
Sheppard, Eric, et. al. 2009. Measuring, describing, and mapping difference and development. In --------A world of difference: Encountering and contesting development, 18-51. Second edition. New York and London: Guilford.
	Online quiz posted Sunday

 

	Week 4

February 16, 18
	Population and Environment:

Fertility, Mortality, Mobility
	Korvats-Bernat, J. Christopher. 2006. Street life and society in Port-au-Prince. In -------- Sleeping rough in Port-au-Prince. Gainesville: U. of Florida. 


	Online quiz posted Sunday

Project presentations Thursday
Project #1 due Thursday

	
	
	
	

	Week 5

February 23, 25
	Commodity Chains

Economic Sectors


	Cook, Ian. 2004. Follow the thing: Papaya. Antipode 36(4): 642–64
Bales, Kevin. 2007. Ending the (product) chain. In Ending slavery: How we free today’s slaves, 177–212. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press.
	 Online quiz posted Sunday



	Week 6

March 2, 4
	Agricultural Sector

Subsistence and other Systems 
	Dicken , Peter. 2007. “We are what we eat”: the agro-food industries. In Global shift, 348​​–78.  London: Guilford.

O’Connor, Kaori. 2009. Beyond ‘exotic groceries:’ Tapioca-cassava, a hidden commodity of empire. Commodities of Empire Working Paper No. 10. London Metropolitan University.
	Online quiz posted Sunday



	Week 7

March 11 Tuesday furlough
	Multinational corporations/ Banana Republics/ enclave economies
	Schlesinger, Stephen and Stephen Kinzer. 1982. The overlord: The United Fruit company. In Bitter fruit: The untold story of the American coup in Guatemala, 65–77. New York: Doubleday.

Wolf, Eric. 1982. The movement of commodities. In -------- Europe and the people without history. Berkeley: UC Press. Read pages 323-332 (chapter in front of reader)

Grandin, Greg. 2009. The Ford way of  thinking  and American pastoral. In Fordlandia: The rise and fall of Henry Ford’s forgotten jungle city. 165-78 and 239-63. New York: Metropolitan Books.   
	 Online quiz posted Sunday

Second project update due Tuesday  

	Week 8

March 16, 18
	Spring Break 
	
	

	Week 9

March 23, 25


	Globalization of Agriculture

	Cidell, Julie and Heike C. Alberts. 2006. Constructing quality: The multinational histories of chocolate. Geoforum 37: 999–1007.

Stewart, Amy. 2007. Forbidden flowers. In -------- Flower confidential, 173-208. Chapel Hill: Alonquin.
Rosenthal, Elisabeth. 2008. Environmental cost of shipping groceries around the world. New York Times April 26.
	 Online quiz posted Sunday



	Week 10

March 30 

Thursday furlough
	Fair Trade

Non-Timber Forest Products/niche markets 

Local vs Global
	Elias, Marlène and Judith Carney. 2005. Shea butter, globalization, and women of Burkina Faso. In A companion to feminist geography, ed. Lise Nelson and Joni Seager, 93-108. New York: Blackwell Publishing.

Ransom, David. 2001. Bananas in Guatemala and the Caribbean: seeking perfection. In -------- A no-nonsense guide to fair trade. 70-95. London: Verso
	Online quiz posted Sunday

Project presentations Tuesday

Projects #2 due Tuesday

	
	
	
	

	Week 11

April 6 

Thursday furlough
	Agglomeration: Why do certain activities cluster in regions and districts?
	Florida, Richard.  2005. The world is spiky. Atlantic Monthly. October, 48–51.  
Florida, Richard.  2008. Rise of the mega-region and The clustering force.  In --------. Who’s your city? How the creative economy is making where you live the most important decision of your life.41-75.  New York: Perseus Boods. 

 The Economist. Cities: Many –splendoured things. July 29 1995
	Online quiz posted Sunday

	Week 12

April 13,15
	The Environmental Footprint of the Urban World; the Recycling Industry 
	Seabrook, John. 2008. American Scrap. New Yorker. January 14, 47–59

Berthier, Hector Castillo.2003. Garbage, work and society. Resources, Conservation and Recycling 39:193-/210 
	 Online quiz posted Sunday 



	Week 13

April 20, 22


	Cities of Slums

Informal Labor Markets
	Davis, Mike. 2006. The urban climacteric. In -------- Planet of slums, 2–19. London: Verso.

Neuwirth, Robert. 2005. Rio de Janeiro: City without titles. In ------- Shadow cities, 25–65. London: Routledge.
	Online quiz posted Sunday Third project update due Tuesday

	Week 14

April 27, 29
	World Cities and Regions: Case Studies


	Elsheshtawy, Y. 2008. Transitory sites: Mapping Dubai’s

‘forgotten’ urban spaces. International Journal of Urban and Regional Research. 
Hessler, Peter. 2001. Boomtown girl: Finding a new life in the golden city. New Yorker. May 28. 
	Online quiz posted Sunday 

	Week 15

May 4, 6


	Affluence and Consumption
	Myers, Norman and Jennifer Kent. 2004. Meat: Juicy steaks and hidden costs and China: a giant awake and roaring. In-------- The new consumers. 38-81. Washington, D.C.: Island Press.
The Week. 2009. The vanishing shopping mall. April 3.
	 Online quiz posted Sunday

	Week 16

May 13 

Tuesday furlough
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	Project presentations Thursday

Projects #3 due Thursday
 

	 Final Exam May 20, 12-1:50 p.m.
	
	
	Final Exam


Grading 

I do not discuss grades except during my office hours. I will bring graded material to class in folders that you will retrieve. If you have any questions about a grade or an assignment, you should see me no more than one week after I’ve returned the material to you. Grading on exams, assignments and on the course is based on the following scale: 

	Percentage
	Grade
	Percentage
	Grade

	95-100 
	A
	74-76
	C

	90-94 
	A-
	70-73
	C-

	87-89
	B+
	67-69
	D+

	84-86
	B
	64-66
	D

	80-83
	B-
	60-63
	D-

	77-79
	C+
	<60
	F


You can have access to your own grades through Vista. For information on how to do this, please visit the portal homepage. If you have any questions or difficulties, you can call 898-HELP or email helpstu@csuchico.edu. 

Other Information

You should check the Vista site for this class for announcements or reminders. Students are also responsible for reading the syllabus and knowing when assignments are due. Please let me know if there is a problem with Vista so I can adjust any affected assignment.

I value your classroom participation. The classroom should be a safe place where all ideas, as long as they do not include bigotry, sexism or intolerance, can be expressed freely. Please listen to me and to other students, and frame your commentaries in the spirit of supportive and constructive criticism. Use non-sexist language when speaking and writing. Please see me often in office hours. 

If there is evidence that you have been involved in any form of academic dishonesty, you may receive an “F” grade for the assignment or for the entire course, and a report will be provided to Student Judicial Affairs for further action. Please read the university’s guidelines on academic honesty. Cite sources throughout any written assignment and in the works cited section, and use quotation marks to clearly distinguish the words and thoughts of others from your own.
If you have a documented disability that may require reasonable accommodations, please contact Disability Support Services (DSS) for coordination of your academic accommodations. The DSS phone number is 898-5959 V/TTY or FAX 898-4411.  Visit the DSS website at <http://www.csuchico.edu/dss/>.

After February 5 you will need my permission to add or drop the class. After February 19 you will need a compelling reason to add or drop any course.

My contact information

Office Hours: T/R 3:30-4:45 or by appointment

Office: Butte 507

Phone: 898-5587

Email: Please contact me at jchase@csuchico.edu
Assignment Information

Weekly On-Line Reading Quizzes

There will be 14 online quizzes on your readings for each week, worth 5 points each.  You will have ten minutes to complete the quiz anytime between Sunday and Tuesday before class. You should read and take notes before you open the quiz.
Project #1: Haiti 
Choose an aspect of the Haitian economy and society to research. Use international statistics and at least 2 academic journals or books, as well as online reports. Acceptable topics could include Haiti’s production of charcoal, urbanization, the AIDS crisis, remittances to Haiti, the migration of Haitian workers to the Dominican Republic for the sugar industry, tourism in Haiti, and foreign aid in Haiti’s economy. 

Project #2: Agricultural Commodity Project

I will provide you with an agriculturally-based product, and you will “follow the thing.” By “following the thing,” I mean tracing the steps of production and consumption, as exemplified in the article on papayas. Research online, in super markets, and in academic journals (at least two) about your product. Provide at least one good map that shows flows, locations, or other geographic information on your product. Provide data from the Food and Agriculture Organization on your product. Why is this product exemplary of the global economy?

Project #3: World Cities
Choose a city in “the global south” to investigate. How has its position in the global economy affected it? What makes it like all other cities, and what makes it unique? Provide a map, visuals, and use at least 3 academic sources as well as popular literature on the city. 

Final Exam (Thursday, May 20, 12:00-1:50 p.m.)
The Final Exam can cover all readings, and any classroom materials, discussions, films, or activities. It will be a combination of essay, short answer, identification and multiple choice questions. Please bring a mini-essay Scantron to the exam. You may bring in your class notes during the exam. 

A Handful of Useful Websites

Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO): http://www.fao.org/
United Nations Development Programme: http://www.undp.org/
Democracy Now: http://www.democracynow.org/
International Monetary Fund: http://www.imf.org/external/index.htm
World Trade Organization: http://www.wto.org/
Fair Trade Federation: http://www.fairtradefederation.org/
Commodities of Empire Website: http://www.open.ac.uk/Arts/ferguson-centre/commodities-of-empire/index.html
Intoxicants in history and culture website: www.intoxesrc.org
World Mapper Project: http://www.worldmapper.org/

Global Economic Geography Student Sheet
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Your Name_______________________________________________

Your Major/Minor_________________________________________

Email_______________________________

What do you hope to get out of this class?
What is capitalism?
How have your actions as a consumer affected someone at another place in the world?
How would you define “globalization?”

What do you think will be the most important trend in the world economy in the next twenty years, and how will this affect your life?

How do you define “well-being?” 




Your Picture Here:
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