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SYLLABUS

Course Description

This course is a survey of the development of the American West from pre-Columbian times to the present. An understanding of this unique landscape necessitates consideration of the conflict between various groups of people for control and use of the land.  It also requires discussions of resource allocation issues, conflicts of different political and economic systems, and the exploitation of certain cultural groups by others.  It is an approved General Education course for area D-2 (Political and Economic Institutions)

Texts

1. “The American West, A new Interpretive History” by Robert Hine & John Mack Faracher.

2. Historical Atlas of the American West by Warren Beck and Ynez Haase
Course Objectives


The objectives of this course are to help you:


1. Develop an understanding of the American West, including;

a. Geography, history, economic development, government policies, and cultural diversity

2. Develop the ability to think, speak, and write critically.


3. Develop a sense of adventure regarding this unique land and its history.
Course Requirements

You are responsible for all class materials and should be prepared to discuss readings on the assigned dates.  Specific requirements include:

1. One midterm exam and one final exam.    Exam questions will be taken from the assigned readings, class exercises, and class lectures.

2. Numerous map, reading, and film quizzes throughout the semester.

3. One written ‘Road Trip’ assignment.

Students’ Responsibilities

You are expected to attend all classes and remain in the classroom the entire class period.  (use the restroom before you come.) Email me if you think you have an excused absence.
Eating, reading outside materials, or carrying on conversations not relevant to classroom discussions are prohibited.  

Cell phones are prohibited, even on vibrate.  Turn it off and live in the moment.  ANY cell phone use, noise, vibration during an exam or quiz will result in an ‘F’ being awarded.

You are expected to respect one another and the diversity of opinion, viewpoint, experience, and interpretation present in a university classroom.

You should take careful, complete notes; exams will be taken from readings, lecture materials, films, and classroom discussions.

Instructor’s Responsibilities

It is the instructor’s responsibility to be organized, informative, and enthusiastic about the course material. I will be available during office hours to answer questions about course materials, assignments, or exams.

As a guide to the learning process, I will make every effort to accommodate different learning styles by using various methods of instruction – including traditional lecture, class discussion, film and multi-media.
It is my responsibility to ensure that classroom decorum is maintained. Any behavior that disrupts the learning process will be dealt with in a prompt manner and may lead to the student(s) being dropped from the class.  The procedure for removal from the classroom is as follows.

1. First offense – a verbal admonishment will be given to the disruptive student.

2. Second offense – temporary removal from class and/or an office visit.  Seating assignment will be given at this point.

3. Third offense – permanent removal from class.  An ‘F’ will be awarded for the class.

Grading Policy
No makeup work will be permitted, except in the case of a bona-fide and documented illness or emergency.  Assignments are due on the dates specified by the instructor. Late papers will be counted down 10% for each period they are late.
This is a general outline of points for the course.  The instructor may modify these point totals slightly during the course of the semester.

Activity




Points

Midterm Exam (1)


100


Final Exam (1)



100

Maps (5 @ 10 points)

  
  50
Reading Quizzes (4 @ 25 points)
100

Road Trip Assignment

100
Approximate Total Points

45
SPRING 2011
	DATES
	TOPIC
	ASSIGNMENTS  (subject to adjustments.  Attend class to get specific assignments.)

	WEEKS    1 & 2
Unit I
	5 Geographic Themes,  The Land, Maps, Burns “The West”

	Chap. 4 West;  
pages 1-6; 61  Atlas
Map Quiz # 1;  Quiz #1 

	WEEKS    3 & 4
Unit II
	Native Americans, Spanish, maps,  Burns “Dog Soldiers,” “CA missions”

	Atlas pages  8 through 20 & 26
West  pages 95-99
Map Quiz # 2


	WEEKS    5 & 6
Unit III

Holiday 2/21 
	Explorations 1800 – 1820’s
Fur Trade

Burns  “Lewis and Clark” and “Joe Meek”
	Atlas  pages 24 – 29
West  Chap. 5

Quiz # 2

	WEEKS    7 & 9
Unit IV
	Texas to Oregon  “Manifest Destiny”
Burns,  “The West”
	Atlas pages  32 through 42, and 44 
West Chap 6 & 7

Map # 3

	WEEK 8 March 21-25  
	SPRING BREAK
	

	WEEK 10 & 11
Unit V
	Mining, Railroads, Open Range, Immigration
Burns, “The West”, also “Gold, Greed and Genocide”
	 Midterm Exam 3/23
West Chap 8 through 12

Atlas pages 54 through 60

Map # 4;  Quiz  # 3



	Week 12
Unit VI
	Native Americans , Federal policies
Burns “The West”
	Atlas pages 46 through 52

	Weeks    13 & 14
Unit VII
	Water in the West
“Lost in Grand Canyon” (Powell); “American Nile”
	Handouts
Map # 5

	Week 15
	Pubic West  (BLM, forests, parks)
	West  Chap 14 and handouts
Quiz # 4

	WEEK 16
	The New West

	West Chap 15

	WEEK  17
	FINAL EXAM
	May 16


NOTE:  Pop quizzes may be given at any time and will provide extra points.

An optional oral book review with the instructor may be used for 10 points of extra credit.  

Geography 106
  Reading List   (Choose one for your extra credit oral review with the instructor.) The following are in the Chico State library.  See catalogue.

Abby, Edward. Desert Solitaire  (National Parks)

Ambrose, Stephen.  Undaunted Courage  (Lewis and Clark)

Barbour, Barton, Jedediah Smith.  No Ordinary Mountain Man 

Dietrich, William.  Northwest Passage: The Great Colombia River.

Jeffrey, Julie Roy. Converting the West: A Biography of Narcissa Whitman.

Reisner, Marc. The Cadillac Desert: The American West and Its Disappearing Water.

Rifkin, Jeremy.  Beyond Beef: Rise and Fall of Cattle Culture
Rolle, Andrew. John Charles Fremont: Character as Destiny

The following books are in the Butte County Public Library
Harden, Blaine; A River Lost: Life and Death of the Columbia River

Stegner, Wallace. Beyond the Hundreth Meridian : Powell and the Second Opening of   

the West

DVD’s Used in class  (Some are available through Netlicks)

National Geographic  Grand Canyon.
American Experience (PBS)  Kit Carson
American Experience PBS, Lost in the Grand Canyon
Cadillac Desert  “The American Nile”

PBS  National Parks series

PBS Native American series

Burns, Ken. “The West”

Burns, ken   “Lewis and Clark”

“Gold, Greed and Genocide”
Helpful resources:

website: www. nationalatlas.gov
Riebsane, Wm. (ed).  Atlas of the New West.  (Ref. Rm. 2nd floor, G1380.A74. 1997
