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Education

Ph.D., History, University of California, Davis, September 1992. Dissertation title: California Populism, a
Case Study: The Farmers’ Alliance and People’s Party in San Luis Obispo County, 1885-1903.

Master of Arts, Teaching (M.A.T.), History, University of California, Davis, September 1982. Secondary
field of preparation in Political Science.

Bachelor of Arts, History, University of California, Davis, June 1979. Graduated with Highest Honors.
Awarded History Department Citation for Outstanding Undergraduate Achievement.

Teaching Experience and Professional Employment

Professor of History, California State University, Chico, 2000-
Associate Professor, California State University, Chico, 1995-2000
Assistant Professor, California State University, Chico, 1990-1995.
Instructor, United States and California History, at:

Mount San Antonio College, Walnut, CA, 1989-1990

College of the Sequoias, Visalia, CA, 1988-1989

Sierra College, Rocklin, CA, 1985-1987

American River College, Sacramento, CA, 1981-1984

Teaching Assistant, UC Davis, 1979-1987

United States History from Colonial to present
Western Civilization survey courses

Publications
Books:
John Bidwell and California: The Life and Writings of a Pioneer, 1841-1900 (Spokane, WA: The Arthur H.
Clark Company, 2003). Co-authored with Michael J. Gillis. 2™ printing, 2003. Paperback edition,
2004.

Articles:

“Populist Historiography Post Hicks: Current Needs and Future Directions,” Agricultural History, 82
(Winter 2008): 16-20, 32-34.

“Free Soil, Unfree Labor: Cave Johnson Couts and the Binding of Indian Workers in California, 1850-
1867,” Pacific Historical Review, 73 (August 2004): 349-389.



“Producerism’s Last Gasp: G.B. DeBernardi and the Labor Exchange Movement, 1889-1901,” in [talian
Americans: A Retrospective on the Twentieth Century, eds. Paola A. Sensi-Isolani and Anthony J.
Tamburri (Chicago Heights, Illinois: American Italian Historical Association, 2001): 1-28.

"What Happened to the Populist Vote?: A California Case Study," Pacific Historical Review, 64 (August
1995): 389-412.

“Populism, Steamboats, and the Octopus: Transportation Rates and Monopoly in California’s Wheat
Regions, 1890-1896,” Pacific Historical Review, 58 (November 1989): 449-469.

Articles and Book Chapters Reprinted in Anthologies and Journals:

“John Bidwell and California: the Life and Writings of a Pioneer, 1841-1900: First Emigrants on the
California Trail.” Reprinted in California Territorial Quarterly, 53 (Spring 2003): 4-29, 44-47. Co-
authored with Michael J. Gillis.

“John Bidwell and the California Trail.” Reprinted in three parts in Overland Journal, 20 (Fall 2002): 104-
119; (Winter 2002/2003): 152-164; and 21 (Spring 2003): 22-35. Co-authored with Michael J. Gillis.

"Populism, Steamboats, and the Octopus: Transportation Rates and Monopoly in California's Wheat
Regions, 1890-1896." Reprinted in The Rise of Big Business and the Beginnings of Antitrust and
Railroad Regulation, 1870-1900, ed. Robert Himmelberg (New York: Garland Publishing, 1994): 181-
201.

Encyclopedia Articles:

“DeBernardi, Giovanni Battista,” in Encyclopedia of the Gilded Age and Progressive Era, John Buenker
and Joseph Buenker, eds. (Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe, 2005), I: 367.

“Dalton Gang,” in Historical Dictionary of the Gilded Age, Leonard Schlup and James Ryan, eds.
(Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe, 2003): 122.

“Labor Exchange,” in Historical Dictionary of the Gilded Age, Leonard Schlup and James Ryan, eds.
(Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe, 2003): 273.

"Boggs, Lilburn W.,” in American National Biography, 3 (New York: Oxford University Press, 1999):
109-111.

"Caminetti, Anthony," in American National Biography, 4 (New York: Oxford University Press, 1999):
260-262.

"Lubin, David," in American National Biography, 14 (New York: Oxford University Press, 1999): 77-78.
"Marsh, John," in American National Biography, 14 (New York: Oxford University Press, 1999): 538-539.

"Stearns, Abel," in American National Biography, 20 (New York: Oxford University Press, 1999): 588-
589.

"Warner, Jonathan Trumbull," in American National Biography, 22 (New York: Oxford University Press,
1999): 693-694.

"Willey, Samuel Hopkins," in American National Biography, 23 (New York: Oxford University Press,
1999): 424-426.

"Steamboats," in Encyclopedia of Urban America: The Cities and Suburbs, 2, Neil Larry Shumsky, ed.
(Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO, 1998): 739-742.



Historic Plaques

Julia Morgan House. Plaque affixed in March 2003 to the renamed Albert E. Warrens Reception Center,
California State University, Chico, 341 Mansion Avenue.

Mason-Barnard House. Plaque affixed in 2000 to the renamed Ella Caroline Sapp Hall, California State
University, Chico, 238 Normal Street.

Books Reviewed in Academic Journals

As of October 2008, 39 reviews since 1981 (and 4 currently forthcoming) in the following journals:
Agricultural History, Journal of American History, American Studies Journal, Annals of the American
Academy of Political and Social Science, California History, California History Action, Journal of the
Gilded Age and Progressive Era, H-California, Historian, Michigan Historical Review, Nevada
Historical Society Quarterly, Ohio Valley History, Pacific Historical Review, Pacific Northwest
Quarterly, Public Historian, Journal of San Diego History, Technology and Culture, Utah Historical
Quarterly, Journal of the West, Western Historical Quarterly, Western Legal History, Journal of World
History.

Academic Honors and Research Fellowships

C. Allan and Marjorie Braun Fellowship, Huntington Library, San Marino, California, Summer 2007.
One-month residency to conduct research on the history of Indian convict leasing as unfree labor in
California during the Gold Rush and Civil War eras.

Ray Allen Billington Prize, 2005. Awarded by the Western History Association for the best article on
American Western history published in any journal other than the WHA's own Western Historical
Quarterly. Prize awarded for “Free Soil, Unfree Labor: Cave Johnson Couts and the Binding of Indian
Workers in California, 1850-1867,” Pacific Historical Review, 73 (August 2004): 349-389.

John Randolph Haynes and Dora Haynes Foundation Fellowship, Huntington Library, San Marino,
California, June-July 1997. Research on the history of Indian indentured servitude in Gold Rush
California, 1850-1863.

W. Turrentine Jackson Prize, 1989. Awarded by the Pacific Coast Branch of the American Historical
Association for the most outstanding essay submitted to Pacific Historical Review by a graduate
student. Prize awarded for “Populism, Steamboats, and the Octopus: Transportation Rates and
Monopoly in California’s Wheat Regions, 1890-1896,” Pacific Historical Review, 58 (November 1989):
449-469.

Kenneth and Dorothy Hill Research Fellowship, Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley,
1986-1987.

University of California Regents Fellowships (2), 1987-1988 and 1985-1986, University of California,
Davis.

Teaching Honors

Teacher of the Year, 1988-1989, College of the Sequoias, Visalia, CA. Selected by campuswide vote of
the student body.

History Department nominee for UC Davis Outstanding Graduate Student Teaching Award, 1982-1983.



Other Professional Activities

Chair, Theodore Saloutos Prize Committee, for best book published each year in agricultural history,
Agricultural History Society, 2008-. Committee member, 2007-2008.

Member, Journal of the Gilded Age and Progressive Era Best Article Prize Committee, for best essay
published every two years in the journal, Society for Historians of the Gilded Age and Progressive Era,
2007-.

Member, Editorial Board of the Pacific Historical Review, the official quarterly journal of the Pacific Coast
Branch of the American Historical Association, January 2007-to date. The editorial board also serves as
the prize selection committee for the Louis Knott Koontz Memorial Award, which is given each year to
the best article published in the Pacific Historical Review.

Chair, Gibert C. Fite Dissertation Award Committee, Agricultural History Society, 2002-2003. Committee
member, 2001-2002.

Member, Board of Directors, California Council for the Promotion of History, 1992-1996.
Public History Experience

Member, California History Plan Advisory Committee, 2003. This special committee of California
scholars was appointed to assist the state Department of Parks and Recreation and the state Office of
Historic Preservation in their efforts to update the California History Plan, the principal document
guiding state policy on the protection and interpretation of historic sites and landmarks.

Member, Historic City Hall Preservation Planning Committee for the City of Chico, 2003. Appointed by
Mayor Maureen Kirk.

Coordinator and designer of CSU Chico History Department’s Certificate in Public History Program, 1993-
to present.

Developed and taught at CSU Chico three new courses that serve as the core of the History Department’s
Certificate in Public History Program: History 292 (Archival Research Seminar), History 294
(Introduction to Public History), and History 289-D (Internship in Public History). History 292 was
first taught in Spring 1992 and History 289-D in Fall 1993. History 294 was first offered in Spring
1994.

Legislative lobby coordinator for Chico Heritage Association’s campaign on behalf of Assembly Bill 1386
to restore and preserve the Chico State University Language Houses, six structures listed on the
National Register of Historic Places. AB 1386 was introduced by Assemblyman Bernard Richter,
passed by both houses of the legislature, and signed into law by Governor Pete Wilson on 13 October
1995.

Volunteer Consultant on Chico Museum Association’s Local History Timeline Project, March 1999-July
2001, helping to plan the museum’s renovation of its permanent exhibit space and displays.

Consultant, Ventura County Museum of History and Art, 1993-1997. Advisor on California history context
for museum’s permanent exhibit reorganization project. (Project funded by grant from the National
Endowment for the Humanities).

Consultant, Ventura County Museum of History and Art, June 1995, regarding organization and site
location for proposed new museum of Agricultural Farm Tools and Machinery.

Research Assistant at JRP Historical Consulting Services, Davis, CA, for history of the Fort Irwin Southern
Perimeter Study Area near Barstow, CA. Study conducted for US Army, 1987.



Research Assistant at JRP Historical Consulting Services, Davis, CA, for study of inland navigation on the
American River. Study conducted for the California State Attorney General, 1986.

Work Experience in the California State Legislature

Field Representative for State Senator John Garamendi, 1980. Full-time member of Senator Garamendi’s
Capitol office staff. Duties included constituent service, working with local and federal government
representatives, coordination of pending legislation, writing press releases, conducting research.

Special advisor to Senator John Garamendi on legislation pertaining to the preservation of Mono Lake,
1981.

Author of Senate Bill 83 (1981) which established the Mono Lake Tufa State Reserve at Mono Lake. SB
83 was introduced by Senator Garamendi, passed by both houses of the legislature, and signed into law
by Governor Edmund G. Brown, Jr., on 23 September 1981.

Memberships in Professional Organizations

Agricultural History Society

American Historical Association

American Historical Association-Pacific Coast Branch

American Italian Historical Association

California Council for the Promotion of History (Served two terms on Statewide Steering Committee,
1992-1996)

California Faculty Association

California Historical Society

California Mission Studies Association

John Muir Center for Regional Studies at University of the Pacific, Stockton, CA.

National Council on Public History

National Trust for Historic Preservation

Ninth Judicial Circuit Historical Society

Oregon-California Trails Association

Organization of American Historians

Society for Historians of the Gilded Age and Progressive Era

Western History Association

Memberships in Local History and Community Organizations

Association for Northern California Records and Research (Served two terms on the Board of Directors,
1993-1997)

Bidwell Mansion Association (Member, Board of Directors, 1996-to date; Vice President, September
2006-February 2007)

Butte County Historical Society

Chico Heritage Association (Member, Board of Directors, 2007-to date)

Contra Costa County Historical Society, Martinez, CA

Esplanade League

Far West Heritage Association (Chico Museum and Patrick Ranch)

Lake Tahoe Historical Society, 1969-1979, South Lake Tahoe, CA
First Junior Member
First Junior Member on the Board of Directors

Marigold Elementary School Site Council, Chico Unified School District, Sept. 2001-Nov. 2006
President, 2003-2006
Vice President, 2001-2003

Marigold Elementary School Parent-Teacher Association

Stansbury House Preservation Association



