130H-1

Spring, 2009
MWF 12:00-12:50, O’Connell 239

Instructor: Steve Metzger




Office: Taylor 116

Office Hours: MW 1:00-3:30 

and by appointment         



Office Phone: 898-6468

Email: smetzger@csuchico.edu





Welcome to English 130H, the Honors edition of Freshman Composition/Academic Writing, the introductory reading-and-writing class of the CSU, Chico English Department. The class satisfies the General Education requirement in Area A2 and, like all GE courses, is designed to develop your writing, thinking, and oral-communication skills; you will be graded on approximately 6,000 words of writing and be expected to make a thoughtful and relevant oral presentation to the class. Among the things you will work on:

1) selecting worthwhile subjects and generating interesting ideas to pursue within them—this includes doing effective research and learning to document it correctly it conventionally;

2) developing a clear thesis, building support for it, and reaching sensible

conclusions;

3) using a variety of patterns of development convincingly;

4) tailoring writing to various purposes and audiences;

5) editing prose to make it more clear, fluent, and concise and minimizing 

errors in usage, spelling, and punctuation.
All activities and assignments are designed to improve your skills in one or more of these areas (see below).

What You’ll Need:

1) The Writer’s Way, seventh edition
2) Access to a computer with internet capability.
3) An ability and willingness to take constructive criticism from your peers.
4) An ability and willingness to offer constructive criticism to your peers.
What You’ll Need to Do:

1) Keep up on all reading and writing assignments.

2) Attend and participate. The nature of this class is that it depends very much on your taking responsibility. That is, if the class is going to work, you are going to have to contribute--you can’t be a passive bystander. Note that although might I appear to quit taking attendance once I get to know you, I still very much count it at grade time. Missing classes will affect your final grade. Miss more than six classes without a doctor’s (or other authority’s) written permission and you will not pass the class. Remember that. 

3) Work extensively on revising your work. Good writing is a result of rethinking, re-researching, reworking, and rethinking again. Several of the essays you write this semester you will submit to me—and to your classmates—two, perhaps three, even four or more times, each time revised.

4) Do a well-planned, informative, hands-on presentation to the class on the material from one of the chapters from The Writers Way.
As I See It:

I’ve been teaching this class for over twenty years now and writing professionally for even longer, and I think I have a lot to offer composition students. But be forewarned: I won’t be grading every single paper/draft, marking every single grammatical error, or going into fits of rage every time a sentence ends in a preposition. What I will be doing is reading your work carefully, like a coach would watch a runner, and providing feedback on your work’s effectiveness and making suggestions for improvement. Then at the end of the semester, I’ll assess your work and assign you the grade you’ve earned, again taking into consideration attendance and participation.

A Bit More About Grades:

Grading a writing student and her work is difficult. It’s not like math, where the instructor can say, “Well, you got 78% of the problems correct--that’s a C+.” Rather, the writing instructor must rely on intangibles--relevance, development of idea(s), originality, liveliness--in addition to correctness to assess the effectiveness of a piece of writing. With those things in mind, I will be grading this course on a points-available system. To wit: Your work will earn points for thesis clarity, support and documentation, reasoning, audience appropriateness, grace of expression, and  the degree to which it conforms to the standards and conventions of college essay writing (ranging from punctuation to citation format). We’ll talk a lot about all this over the course of the semester.


Keep in mind, too, that although I applaud effort and reward improvement, the work itself is what you’ll be graded on.

Here’s how it works: You write a draft of each of the three papers for the course. You will bring the drafts for the course for peer evaluation (50 points). You will then revise them to submit to me for my evaluation, although my score will be tentative only, intended to assess not to “average” into final grade. The three papers:  Personal Essay/Narrative, Informative Paper, Argument Essay. At the end of the semester, you will revise them again for scores that I will use to calculate your final grade.
So: Points possible for course: 

Attendance: 225 (5 points per class meeting, times 45)

Drafts in class of all three of the papers identified above: 150 (50 x 3)

Research Paper: 1,000 points

Oral Presentation: 200
Final portfolio: 

Cover letter/self-evaluation: 200 points

Revisions of Personal Essay/Narrative, Informative Essay, Argument Essay: 600 points total
Total Points Possible: 1,475
