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Welcome to Meriam Library




Keyword vs. Subject Searching on the Library Catalog

Note:  This is a WWW friendly assignment and can be done entirely from home!

Select two of the Keyword/LCSH (Library of Congress Subject Heading) combinations listed below.  Circle, underline, or highlight the ones you chose.

	Keyword
	Corresponding Library of Congress Subject Heading:

	False advertising
	Deceptive advertising

	Death penalty
	Capital punishment

	Permafrost
	Frozen ground

	World War II
	World War, 1939-1945

	Revolutionary war
	United States—History—Revolution, 1775-1783

	Home computers
	Microcomputers

	Con artists
	Swindlers and swindling

	Child neglect
	Child abuse

	Binary stars
	Double stars

	Cruelty to animals
	Animal welfare


You will be using the Library Catalog to perform “Subject ” and “Keyword Anywhere” searches using 

the LCSH/keyword combinations you just selected.  The idea is for you to compare the results you get when performing subject and keyword searches on the same topic.

First Keyword
1.  
Perform a “Keyword Anywhere” search on the Library Catalog using the first keyword you selected.


 (Note: you may or may not need to use the Boolean “AND” connector when performing this search.)

2.  
Print out the “Search Results” screen.

3.  
Next, select a book from the screen and view the full record.  

4.  
Print out the “FULL RECORD” screen for that item.

5.  
On the printout, circle, underline, or highlight the exact keywords you used for the search when they appear in any field of the record.
Answer the following about the item you printed out:
	Exact Keyword(s) used for this search

	Author (if listed):
	

	Title:
	

	Call Number:
	

	Place of Publication:
	

	Publisher:
	

	Date of Publication:
	

	One LCSH listed in the record:
	


Corresponding LCSH

1. Now, perform a “Subject” search on The Library Catalog using the official LCSH  that corresponds to the keyword(s) you just searched on.  Print out the “Subject Results” screen.

2. Select a subject from the list by clicking on the underlined link.  Print out the “Search Results” screen.

3. Select a book from the list and view the full record.  Print out the “FULL RECORD” screen for that item. 

4. On your printout, circle, underline, or highlight the LCSH you used for the search when it appears in a subject field of the record.  (Do not circle the LCSH you searched on in any field other than a subject field.)

Answer the following about this item:

	LCSH used for this search

	Author (if listed):
	

	Title:
	

	Call Number:
	

	Place of Publication:
	

	Publisher:
	

	Date of Publication:
	

	One LCSH listed in the record:
	


Repeat the above process using the second Keyword/LCSH combination you chose.  Print out all the same screens and following all the same directions.

Second Keyword:

	Exact Keyword(s) used for this search

	Author (if listed):
	

	Title:
	

	Call Number:
	

	Place of Publication:
	

	Publisher:
	

	Date of Publication:
	

	One LCSH listed in the record:
	


Second Corresponding LCSH:
	LCSH used for this search

	Author (if listed):
	

	Title:
	

	Call Number:
	

	Place of Publication:
	

	Publisher:
	

	Date of Publication:
	

	One LCSH listed in the record:
	


Answer the following questions based on this experience of comparing keyword searching with subject searching:

1. Did you like one type of search (subject vs. keyword) better than the other?

2. Explain why or why not.

3. Were you surprised by any of the results you received?

4. Do you have any questions or comments regarding subject vs. keyword searching?
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