528 Assignment Details


tc " INTERDISCIPLINARY UNIT DIRECTIONS" \l 1UNIT DIRECTIONS:

Introduction

As this is a culminating project for your credential, your finished unit will include strategies and methods you learned in previous courses in the Multiple Subject Program. Your integrated curricular project should build awareness among students of the connectedness of curricular areas and should guide students in contributing to their schools and communities.  

In selecting a topic/theme for your project you need to become aware of the topics/themes taught at grade or age levels near those you are targeting.  In addition to students’ interests and the California State Content Standards, there are many excellent sources of topics, including district curriculum guides, grade level teachers’ manuals, your cooperating teachers, your own interests, and numerous special teacher guides.

Collaboration

This assignment encourages the collaboration of up to four students. Student teachers working together need not be assigned to the same grade level, however grade level collaboration is often expected in today’s elementary schools.

REQUIRED COMPONENTStc "REQUIRED COMPONENTS" \l 2:

Your finished unit can be created either in paper or Web format. Your finished project should include the following:

1.  Title Page (Web: Home page). Include topic/theme, guiding question(s), grade level(s) (or age level), projected time of project duration, and names of group members.

2.  Rationale.*  A rationale offers a justification for decisions made about content or process to educators, parents, students, and to you.  It answers the question “why?” When writing your rationale, consider this scenario. A parent walks into your classroom and asks: “Why is my child engaged in this project?” 

3.   Goals, Objectives and Standards List.*  Develop a list of instructional goals and objectives for the project. 

Objectives in your lesson plans (BIM's) should reflect your unit objectives and goals.  Objectives must be listed under each matching goal, clearly connecting the performance objective to the larger goal. For your key goals and objectives list the content area and number of the corresponding California State Content Standard. 

4.  Overview.  The overview, arranged by week and day, should describe four to six weeks of instruction. Lessons described in your overview should be well scaffolded, progressively leading students toward completion of the project.  In reading your unit overview (AND by following the successive progression of particular lesson plans), readers will gain a clear appreciation of how your project is designed to lead students toward completion and synthesis of the instructional goals.

5.  Graphic Organizer.  Include a copy of the graphic organizer used to help generate, organize, and make connections between ideas in your project. It should include guiding questions, big instructional concepts in the unit, and some detail about unit topics.

6.   Assessment Plan.* Describe a summative assessment that you would give at the end of the unit to measure progress toward your unit goals and objectives. 

7. 
Description of Democratic Application.* Provide an explanation of the ways in which your unit reflects democratic content and pedagogical processes.  We encourage you to use the IDEALS acronym to describe how you meet those qualities in your unit. One goal of this assignment is to apply the major concepts, principles, and values necessary to create and sustain a just, democratic society. How does your unit do this in a meaningful way? Specifically reference how students are engaged in meaningful social action that is supported by classroom instruction.

8.   Community, School, and Class Profile. Describe any aspects of the community that influenced unit activities. Describe the school and class for which this unit is intended. Think about the following: the school’s location, size, number of students, number of classes at each grade level. Describe the student diversity in the classroom (gender, ethnicities, special needs, SES). What are the students’ proficiencies with the English language? (percentage classified as beginning, intermediate or advanced English language learners)

9.
 Lesson Plans.*   Your group’s unit requires a minimum of 4-6 lesson plans (one written by each group member—please put your name on your lesson plan!). Because this is an integrated unit, the lessons should be coordinated with each other and represent various disciplines (math, language arts, science, etc). All lesson plans must be formed especially for the unit and written in BIM format.  Lesson plans photocopied from teacher manuals or guides will not be accepted.  It is acceptable (and a wise use of time) to use teacher guides and manuals as resources for activities to be included in lessons. Each of the lesson plans must also include Universal Access (including SDAIE) strategies to make the content accessible to all students including English language learners.  Lesson plans will contribute to the group's unit grade and the individual's course grades (see rubric and unit Table of Contents pages).

10 
Supplemental Materials. Your unit should include at least 10 supplements that teachers can use as resources in using your unit. Each supplement should be formatted on a separate page. If your supplement is an activity, please include a paragraph describing how this activity will be used in the unit. Some ideas follow:

a) Teacher Manual References.  A reference list (4-7) of any teacher manuals, guides, or other materials used in preparing the unit.  Include appropriate bibliographic information so that these materials can be retrieved if needed.  Some student teachers have photocopied sections of manuals or guides they found especially valuable.

b) Letter to Parents.  A letter to parents or guardians to introduce the unit and provide them with activities to conduct with children.  We recommend a high quality, interesting activity to send with the letter, and consider sending the title of one or two books parents could read to children. 

c) Annotated List of Trade Books.  A list of 5 to 10 trade or library books for children at appropriate reading levels. Include a one or two sentence description of how each book correlates with the project’s topic. Trade books can be fiction or non-fiction and can also be specific journal or magazine articles.  

d) Sample Trade Book and Activity.  Select one trade book and design an activity around it.  The type of activity is open-ended and may include activities from a variety of curricular areas.  You can choose to describe the activity with a few paragraphs or to write a lesson plan.  Please list the title and other bibliographic information for the book on top of the page on which the activity is described.  You do not need to submit the book with your unit plan.

e)    Bulletin Board Plans.  Detailed plans (drawings, sketches, or photographs) for bulletin boards.  See current teacher manuals for ideas and design suggestions, or check professional magazines and journals.

f) Vocabulary Activity.  Learning the "words" is important in all areas.  This should be an activity that will help students learn the special vocabulary of your unit.  We suggest reading task cards (primary level) or crossword puzzles, word searches, or many other types of vocabulary activities.  
g) Computer Activity.  Your project may include student use of computers. Computers can be used for drill and practice, simulations, web site exploration, data management, data collection, etc.  Identify the computer program and describe the student activity.  Paragraph form or lesson plan is okay.  

h) Audio/Video Tape Activity.  A description of an activity guided by audio or videotapes with associated worksheets and possibly even manipulative materials.

i) Laser Disk/CD ROM Activity.  An activity that uses information, images, audio, etc., from a laser disk or CD-ROM.  Include accompanying written information to clarify the application of the selected activity.

j) Transparencies.  A set of transparencies for use on an overhead projector with a brief description for use.

k) Associated Computer Software.  A list of at least two computer programs that correlate with your unit topic. Include a brief description and information that would allow one to locate this software later.

l) Annotated List of A-V Aids.  A description  of audio-visual materials which correlate with the unit topic.  This list must have at least three items and may include films, videos, filmstrips, recordings, poster sets, laser disk presentations, etc.  Include information that would allow one to locate these items later.

m) Field Experience.  Description of a learning experience that will occur outside the classroom.  Include purpose, what will be experienced, information about the pre-trip preparation as well as post-trip activities.

n) Resource Speakers.  Identify the type (profession or affiliation) of resource speakers that would enhance instruction.  Include information about the presentation you expect them to make, including information and questions that would help them prepare for a visit to your class.

o) Writing Activity.  A description of an activity for children to complete a form of writing.  Examples might be a journal, fiction, poetry, writing a book, etc. 

p) Game. Any sort of game that allows pupils to interact with the topic of the unit.  Converting a commercial game to a game for your unit may be especially effective.

q) Extra Lesson Plans.  Lessons beyond the designated required five lesson plans can be considered for assessment. Please indicate selected lesson for supplemental consideration.

r) Internet Activities.  Activities that include accessing and using resource materials/references.  Include the web address with accompanying written information to clarify the application of the accessed activity.

s) Other.  Other activities or components that will enhance the unit.
LESSON PLAN RUBRIC

	Criteria
	  Needs Improvement 

(Less than 17)
	Acceptable

(20-24)
	Target  

(25-30)

	Purpose

   
	Lesson is topically connected to the unit, but doesn’t support the unit’s central goals.
	Lesson plan describes a lesson that important in meeting unit goals. 
	Lesson plan describes a lesson that is central to the unit’s content. It is connected to the unit’s goals.



	Content


	Some elements of lesson plan are missing. Little or no alignment of objectives, standards and assessment. Activity does not help students progress toward lesson objectives. Little attempt is made to connect to the learner.
	All elements of lesson plan are included. Objectives, standards, assessment are mostly aligned. Activity helps students progress toward a portion of lesson objective(s). Some attempts made to connect to learner.
	All elements of lesson plan are included. Careful alignment of objectives, standards and assessment. Instructional strategies are thoughtful and appropriate for helping students progress toward the lesson objectives. Lesson connects to diverse groups of learners.

	   Mechanics

and Organization


	Poorly organized and/or careless editing 
	Fairly well organized. No more than a few errors in grammar, punctuation, capitalization, spelling or sentence structure.
	Superior editing--no errors in grammar, punctuation, capitalization, spelling, or sentence structure.


Unit Exhibition:

On the final day of class, your group will participate in a unit exhibition. The exhibition is an opportunity to introduce colleagues to your project and to learn about units created by your colleagues. 

1.
Organization.  Each group will build a display that illustrates key elements of their units (see Content section). At any given time, half of the class will be presenting their exhibits, half will be viewing. Groups will rotate through exhibits, spending 15 minutes at each exhibit. If you choose the Web Option you will display your web site on a classroom laptop.

2.
Content.  The exhibit should include (but not be limited to):

a. Unit information

Topic/Rationale

Suggested grade level or age level

Goals and/or general student outcomes

Duration of the unit

Overview of lessons

Examples of interdisciplinary connections and social action

Highlights of important and/or valuable resources for this unit

b. Short demonstration activity


Engage your small group audience in a demonstration or activity from your unit.

3.  Presentation. Some tips:
a) Your display should be complete enough to give an observer an initial overall sense of your unit simply by studying the exhibit. 

b) Think about ways to enhance your presentation for a wide range of learning styles. 

c) Try to be comprehensive, not overwhelming. There is only so much that one can absorb in 15 minutes!

d) Leave time for questions and answers.

e) Any handouts should be for the purpose of expanding or deepening understanding. 

4.  Engagement. A demo or activity that involves the audience in an active way. We all know the power of participating in learning! Please don’t use the full 15 minutes to describe your unit.

5. 
Participation of unit group members.  It is the professional responsibility of ALL group members to participate. Think about and clearly designate each person’s responsibility.

6.  Communication. Be sure to communicate clearly. Pace the presentation according to time and audience cues.

7.  Evaluation.  Your peers will evaluate your exhibit based upon the rubric shown below.

EXHIBITION RUBRIC

	    Criteria
	  Needs Improvement 

(Less than 12)
	Acceptable

(12-15)
	Target  

(16-20)

	     Content 

     
	Exhibition lacks information necessary for audience to understand the content of the unit.
	Exhibition includes  information about the unit. Exhibition may lack balance between talking and showing/doing.
	Exhibition includes information about the unit, highlighting essential unit components such as  grade level, duration, rationale, key lessons, democratic applications. 

	Presentation Style
	Lack of techniques to connect to the audience. Little or no use of appropriate visuals.
	Uses some techniques to connect to the audience. Uses appropriate visuals.
	Uses high quality, meaningful visuals, artifacts and other techniques to connect to audience.

	Engagement
	Demonstration lesson lacks engagement.
	Participants are actively engaged in some component of the exhibition.
	Audience is actively engaged in some component of the exhibition. 

	Participation of Unit Group Members
	Evidence of unbalanced participation between group members.
	All group members participate. However, roles are somewhat unbalanced. 
	All group members participate equally. Team work is evident.

	Communication
	Presentation is unclear and is not well organized.
	Presenter communicates clearly. Presentation may lack balance between talking and doing.
	Presenter communicates ideas clearly. Preparation for the presentation is obvious. Good balance between talking and doing.


TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Directions: Please submit one completed Table of Contents (2 pages) with your unit. Follow the directions for each section.

Section A. General Information. Please fill in the unit’s title, the unit’s grade level and names of group members.

Title                                                                                          Grade Level(s)                             
 
     

URL: (for Web Option)__________________________________________________________________

Group Members' Names:

__________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Section B. Unit Contents. Please write in page numbers for each item, and use the “Check Off” space to make sure that you’ve included each item. For supplements, please fill out the page number and the name of the supplement.


	Page Number
	Component
	Check Off

	
	1. Title page with theme, guiding quest., grade level, time req., names, date
	

	
	2. Rationale
	

	
	3. Goals, Objectives and Standards
	

	
	4. Overview
	

	
	5. Graphic Organizer
	

	
	6.  Community, School and Class Profile
	

	
	7.  Assessment Plan
	

	
	8.  Democratic Application
	

	
	9.  Lesson Plans (listed in Section C)


	

	
	10. Supplements

1.
	

	
	2. 
	

	
	3.
	

	
	4.
	

	
	5.
	

	
	6.
	

	
	7.
	

	
	8.
	

	
	9.
	

	
	10.
	


Section C. Individual Lesson Plans. For each lesson plan, please write in the page number and author’s name.

	Page
	Lesson Author
	Instructor’s Comments
	Score

(out of 30)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Section D. Group scores, based on rubrics. (For Instructor’s use only.)

	Component
	Comments
	Score

	Unit
	
	       /60

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Exhibition
	
	       /20
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