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Mrs. Cymbal’s fifth grade class at Pine Vista Elementary School consists of 18 Hispanic/Latino students, 10 white (not of Hispanic origin) students and one Chinese student.  Six of the students in this class go to Highpoint tutoring and two have IEPs and participate in a pullout program for the majority of the day.  The 21 students that are in the homeroom class have scored at different levels on their CST tests as well as on the CELDT test.  

In order to create a clear, comprehensive class profile I looked at a variety of measures.  Along with their test scores I observed as they read their weekly newspaper articles and used their highlighters to find the main idea and write a summary of the article in their journals.  The students just highlighted the entire article and copied pretty much word for word from the newspaper.

I also took into consideration their Scholastic Reading Counts! Reading progress.  After every book they read the students can take a 10 question multiple-choice reading comprehension test that counts the number of words the students read.  A lot of the students were not passing their tests because of guessing or not understanding the books that they were reading, a clear sign of a need for reading comprehension skills. 

One of the most important things that I looked at while determining my area of intervention was if the school made its Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP).  I decided to do my intervention in English-Language Arts rather than math because the school did meet its AYP for math, but did not for English.  The target AYP was 21 and the school only met 18 of its 21 criteria.  


After reviewing this information as well as conducting a teacher interview, I decided the most important area of need/focus for the intervention for this specific class would be reading comprehension.  The Theme tests all showed an obvious need for improvement in reading comprehension. The percentage of students at or above benchmark in reading comprehension are as follows; Theme 1: 34%, Theme 2: 34%, Theme 3: 28%, Theme 4: 53 %. 


The CST scores from 2005 for this particular group of students (Mrs. Cymbal had them last year as well) showed a need in the English-Language Arts area as well (See Appendix     ).  The students’ average percent correct for Reading Comprehension on the CST was 46.90%.  The total score for English-Language Arts was 46.41%. 

