Multiple Subject Program

EDTE 522 

Reading Comprehension and Content Area Literacy 

in a Multilingual/Cross-cultural Setting 
Course Description: This course provides a substantive, research-based approach to deliver and assess a comprehensive program of systematic reading, writing and related language arts instruction (grades 4-8) that is aligned with the state adopted English Language Arts Academic Content Standards for Students and the Reading/Language Arts Framework. Teacher candidates study reading and language arts methods in the context of democratic practices. Included are: reading comprehension strategies instruction, a strong literature component, strategies that promote and guide pupil independent reading, and instructional approaches that incorporate listening, speaking, reading and writing for children in multilingual, cross-cultural classrooms. 

Course Objectives:

1. Candidates will be able to define the concept of reading comprehension, explain the reading and writing processes and describe the factors that, according to research, influence the reading process for speakers of English and English learners (Standard 7Aa; Assessment 2,5).

2. Candidates will be able to describe the importance of cultural background, experience, prior knowledge and motivation on literacy instruction and learning (Standard 13h;Assessment 2,5).

3. Candidates will be able to describe, evaluate and plan for instruction that includes research-based reading/language arts methods and state-adopted programs for basic instruction and English language development (Standard 7Aa, 13a, TPE 7; Assessment 3).

4. Candidates will be able to write a rationale for, and plan instruction that includes teaching of comprehension skills, a strong literature component, strategies that promote and guide independent reading, and instructional approaches that incorporate reading, writing, listening and speaking for English learners and speakers of English (Standard 7b; TPE 1A, 7,10; Assessments 3,4,5).

5. Candidates will be able to state a rationale for instruction that teaches students to comprehend a variety of functional and recreational texts including materials that reflect cultural diversity (Standard 7Aci; TPE 1A, 10; Assessment 2,5). 

6. Candidates will be able to describe, demonstrate and compare instructional strategies that help English learners and speakers of English develop background knowledge, build vocabulary, and use reading comprehension strategies such as analysis of text structure, summarizing, questioning and making inferences (Standard 7Acii; TPE 1A, 7; Assessment 3).

7. Candidates will be able to describe, demonstrate and compare instructional strategies designed to make content area instruction comprehensible to English learners at various levels of English proficiency (Standard13f; TPE 1A, 4,7; Assessment 2,3,4,5).

8. Candidates will be able to describe the development and assessment of oral language for speakers of English and English learners and apply this understanding to instructional planning  (Standard 7Aciii; TPE 1,7,10; Assessment 5).

9. Candidates will be able to state a rationale for writing instruction, and systematically plan instruction that includes writing strategies, applications and written and oral English language conventions, for students of all levels of English proficiency (Standard 7Aciv; TPE 1A, 7,10; Assessment 2,3,4,5).

10. Candidates will be able to write a rationale for instruction that integrates methods designed to promote fluent reading and develop decoding and spelling skills for speakers of English and English learners in grades 4-8 (Standard 7Ad; TPE 1A, 7,10; Assessment 3).

11. Candidates will be able to implement multiple diagnostic strategies (classroom observation, informal reading inventories, interest inventories, interviews) and use the results to guide instructional practice for speakers of English and English learners (Standard 7Ae; TPE1A, 7,9,14; Assessment 4).

12. Candidates will be able to effectively use materials, methods and strategies for English language development that are responsive to students’ assessed levels of English proficiency for speakers of English and English learners (Standard13b, 13g;TPE 1A, 7,9; Assessment 3).

13. Candidates will be able to integrate the use of computer-based technology in reading/language arts instruction (Standard 9a, TPE 8; Assessment 3).

14. Candidates will be able to explain why literacy is essential in a democratic society (Assessment 2,5).

Assessments:

1. Attendance, Class Participation and Professional Conduct (20 points)

Attendance The success of class activities depends upon you being present. Attendance at every class session is required. Each three-hour block is a session. You may miss one session only and for that absence you must have a serious and compelling reason. There are no exceptions. It is your responsibility to make up any missed work. If you are absent for more than one session, you will receive a "no credit" for the course. Tardies will result in deduction of participation points.

Participation In class, you will participate in cooperative groups, engage in various reading and writing activities and contribute to class discussions. Your knowledge and experience is valued. Participation in all aspects of class activities will contribute toward your grade.

Professional Conduct Professional conduct includes appropriate dress and your ability to interact respectfully with your instructor and colleagues.

At the end of the course, you will have an opportunity to evaluate your performance. In addition, you will be asked to evaluate your own and your partner's contributions to the unit plan (see number 3).

2.   Quizzes  (10 points each, 20 points total) ONLINE


Two scheduled quizzes will assess your understanding of readings and course concepts. Quizzes will be open on the portal for time that is pre-set. During this time you can open and work on your quiz as much as you like. Quizzes must be submitted online by the deadlines given in the syllabus. Hard copies will not be accepted.  Quizzes contain multiple-choice questions and/or constructed responses (answers of about a paragraph long). 
3.
Language Arts Unit Plan (40 points)      

You will demonstrate your ability to long-term plan by designing a weeklong language arts unit. In this plan you will show how you engage a classroom of students who vary in English language proficiency in activities to develop reading, writing, listening and speaking skills and strategies. You will mini-teach one of the lessons from your unit and share materials that you have developed. Your plan will be based upon Houghton Mifflin’s Legacy of Literacy series and include references to the California Language Arts Standards. See “Assignment Details” in the Course Packet. Examples available online
4.   Assessment Case Study (30 points for final assignment, 10 for draft assignments) 

You will administer a test battery to a student, grade 3-8 to determine which instructional materials are appropriate for this individual. In writing, you will describe these results and formulate an instructional plan. Start thinking about a student who you could work with on this assignment. It will require 2 meetings. To assist you with the assignment, parts of the case study will be assigned, due prior to the due date, and discussed in class. A complete assignment description can be found in the “Assignment Details” section of the Course Packet. Examples available online.

5.
Comprehensive Final Exam (30 points)  ONLINE

Relying on the information introduced in the required texts and in class lectures, you will demonstrate your understanding of the essential terminology, concepts and their applications. Modeled after the RICA, the final exam consists of multiple choice questions and a case study.  The final will be submitted online.

