Multiple Subject Program

EDTE 525  
Teaching Practicum I 
Course Description: This first of two teaching practica provides a developmental sequence of carefully planned substantive, supervised field experiences in the K-8 classroom, including opportunities to observe and apply democratic practices. Teacher candidate placements are determined through a collaborative effort of the university and colleagues in cooperating K—8 schools. Credit/No Credit grading only.  Prerequisites:  Admission to the Department of Education Multiple Subject Program and completion of Block Two courses.  This course is a Multiple Subject Program course and is not applicable to a master’s degree program.   
Course Objectives:

Recognizing the diversity of learners in California schools, candidates will be able to:

1. apply pedagogical practices that provide access to the core curriculum, create gender-fair and culturally inclusive learning environments, foster high expectations for academic performance from all participants in all contexts, and lead to high achievement for all students (TPE 1, 4, 9, 10, 11, 12);

2. demonstrate basic ability to plan and implement instruction based upon state-adopted academic content standards for students (including math, science, history-social science, visual and performing arts, physical education and heath) using appropriate  instructional strategies and materials. (TPE 1A & 9);

3. use differentiated instructional strategies to insure all students have access to the core curriculum (TPE 8);

4. create a positive, inclusive climate of instruction for all special populations in the general classroom (TPE 5 & 11); 

5. apply concepts and strategies that contribute to respectful, productive and effective communication with families (TPE 3, 8 & 11);

6. demonstrate appropriate use of computer-based technology for information collection, analysis and management in the instructional setting and be able to select and evaluate  a wide array of technologies for effective delivery of the state-adopted academic curriculum (TPE 2, 3, 4, 6A & 6B); 

7. rely on knowledge of human learning in designing, planning and delivering instruction that supports developmentally appropriate teaching strategies (TPE 6A, 6B & 8);

8. apply strategies for democratic classroom practice;

9. given the opportunity, apply pedagogical theories and practices for English language development and advanced curriculum content (SDAIE, GLAD, CALLA, etc.) that lead to the rapid acquisition of listening, speaking, reading and writing skills in English comparable to those of their grade level peers (TPE 7);

· employ practices that promote management of first-and-second languages, classroom organization, and participation by specialists and paraprofessionals (TPE 7 & 9);

· use assessment information to diagnose language abilities and develop lessons that promote students’ access to the state-adopted academic content standards (TPE 2, 3, 4 & 7);

· use appropriate entry level, progress monitoring, and summative assessment of English learners for language development and for content knowledge in the core curriculum (TPE 7);

10. adhere to high standards of professional conduct and develop professionally through examination and reflection on teaching practices and collegial interactions with other members of the profession (TPE 12 & 13).

Course Assessments:

1. Begin the Teaching Practicum I Expectations found at the end of this section. 

2. Attend all scheduled Cluster Meetings. The purpose is to discuss and review strategies related to (1) state-adopted student academic content standards and curriculum frameworks; (2) students’ needs, interests and accomplishments, and (3) the observed results of the strategies 

3. Meet with your cooperating teacher and your university supervisor for a midterm conference and evaluation. This three-way conference serves the purpose of (1) reviewing and recording your observations and reflections of the important aspects of teaching and your experiences teaching individual and groups of students, (2) reviewing and recording your strengths and needs for improvement towards meeting the course objectives and showing competence in some of the TPEs, (all areas of needed improvement will be recorded and a plan and timeline for remediation will be developed), and (3) determining your readiness for advancement to partial-day responsibility for whole-class instruction in the program.

4. Engage in the Plan-Teach-Assess-Reflect Cycle emphasized in your program coursework incorporating democratic classroom practice, as you participate in the following structured sequence of teaching activities:

· Within the first six weeks of Practicum I plan with your Cooperating Teacher (CT) and your University Supervisor (US) a series of teaching experiences, increasing in length and complexity to prepare you for the six lessons and the five half-day solo teaching experiences described below, and to give you the opportunity to meet of your 225F course objectives and many of the Teaching Performance Expectations attached to this syllabus.

· Read orally to your class using literature from at least three genres;  

· Develop and submit to your CT and US prior to the first day of the lesson, using the Basic Instructional Model (BIM) format, a minimum of three reading lessons demonstrating grade appropriate strategies.

· Develop and submit to your CT and US prior to the first day of the lesson, using the (BIM) format, a sequence of three lessons (in a subject other than reading) that progressively builds a skill;

· Develop and submit to your CT a block plan (required) and lesson plans (BIMs upon request) for five consecutive, half-day solo teaching sessions.  These plans are to be submitted and approved by your CT at least two days prior to the teaching sessions.  The CT will complete at least two formal observations during  your solo teaching.  The block plan for these half-day solo teaching sessions should be available to your US.  Your US will complete at least one formal observation during your solo teaching.  The lesson plan for that observation should be available to the US prior to the lesson.  Copies of the written observations and notes made by the CT and the US should be made available to the CT and the US.  

5. If you have the opportunity in your Practicum I teaching placement, observe and teach English learners under the supervision and guidance of a teacher who has been trained to teach English learners.

6. Complete the Teaching Practicum I Self-Evaluation form and participate in the Teaching Practicum I Culminating Conference with your cooperating teacher and university supervisor.

7. In preparation for the Teaching Performance Assessment (TPA), maintain a collection of all of your lesson plans and pertinent evaluations.  After teaching the lesson, reflect on:

· the successes

· revisions or refinements

· your management of students’ behavior

· feedback provided by any observers

· how you implemented your universal access plan

· focus for your next lesson

8.
Complete and submit Task A of the Teaching Practicum Assessment (TPA) as scheduled.

