Multiple Subject Program

EDTE 527 
Teaching Special Populations
Course Description: This course focuses on legal mandates and practical instructional strategies for general education instructors working with the exceptional student.  Content includes the general education teacher’s obligations under IDEA and ADA, the nature and range of exceptional students, models within schools for supporting special populations and selection of appropriate instructional materials and teaching strategies.  The course addresses teachers’ attitudes toward inclusion and emphasizes the development of a positive climate of instruction for all special populations in the general classroom.  In addition to the material mentioned above, basic information will be provided regarding non-discriminatory referral, assessment, placement, and exit procedures in special education (IDEA-97 and IDEA reauthorization 2004).  Effective teaching practices for at-risk learners will be reviewed, as will conferencing with parents of exceptional students.

Course Objectives:
1. Identify the curricular adaptations and modifications with respect to instructional strategies, settings, and content necessary to meet the individual needs of exceptional students. TPE 2,4,9,10 (Standard 14d)

2. Identify specific techniques to work with students who exhibit special training and/or behavioral needs. TPE 6a,B (Standard 14d, 14e)

3. Understand basic skills for evaluating behavior and social needs of the exceptional student. Learning when and how to address the issues of social integration for students with special needs who are included in the general education classroom as stated in TPE 3,6,11 (Standard 14f)

4. Evaluate critical issues relative to nondiscriminatory referral, assessment, placement, and exit of the exceptional student, TPE 3,8 (Standard 14b)

5. Describe the necessary guidelines, activities, and procedures relative to the duties required by IDEA and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. TPE 3,7,8 (Standard 14c)

6. Describe the characteristics of learners with special needs, including limited English proficient, bilingual, cross-cultural students in special education. TPE 12 (Standard 14a)

Assessments:
1. Choose to write 2 papers out of the following 3 possibilities:
· Report of observation/participation in a Student Study Team or Individual Education Plan meeting.

· Report of interview with special programs personnel

· Case study including evaluation and outcome information.

Each 2-3 paged, double spaced and typed paper is worth a maximum of 10 points. 3 out of the 10 points will be awarded for writing style, editing, grammar and general coherence.  Grade for paper is based on the following: a) insightful and to the point, b) good editing and basic writing skills, c) sufficient detail to be meaningful, and d) application to personal classroom practice. Papers may be sent via email. 

2. Classroom observation of a special education class (preferably a resource class). No more than 2 pages – 10 points, due by 4/21

3. Website search. A summary of a relevant website. See Web Resources Exercise guide – 5 points – due 4/28

4. Acronyms – 5 points – due 4/15

5. Participation in class Student Study Team simulation –5 points - 4/29

6. 4 open-note pop quizzes – 5 points each 

7. In-class final – 20 points - 15 points for test (5 points for group presentation from text – due on 4/28)

8. Class participation/attendance (at different times all of the program elements for Standard 14 will be addressed in discussion or activity in class) (6 x 2.5 = 15 points)

