Multiple Subject Program

EDTE 528

Applications for Democratic Education
Course Description:

To meet the needs of students in a democratic society, teachers must be change agents in their schools and communities. This capstone course will advance candidates’ knowledge and skills in creating curricular projects that promote authentic democratic practices in the classroom, school and community. Prospective teachers will select and adapt strategies, materials, and resources to meet the needs of all learners.  This course is not applicable to the Master's Degree Program.   Prerequisite:  Admission to Multiple Subjects Program and completion of EDTE 520 and 524.
Objectives:

1. Candidates will be able to evaluate the degree to which instruction reflects principles of democratic professional practice (Standard 3a,3c).

2. Candidates will be able to define a social problem or issue that is developmentally appropriate and engaging for an economically, linguistically and culturally diverse class of students (Standard 11a,12e). 

3. Candidates will be able to design a standards-based instructional unit for speakers of English and English language learners that interrelates ideas and information from at least three areas of the curriculum including language arts, math, science, history/social science, fine arts, health, physical education (Standard 7, 8Aa,8Ab,8Ac,8Ad,11c,13b; TPE 7, 10).

4. Candidates will be able to design curriculum that is accessible to students and is based upon state adopted standards, development and interest of students, disciplines of knowledge and the context of California’s economy and culture (Standard 4d; TPE 4, TPE 6, 7,10).

5. Candidates will be able to create unit plans that include cultural traditions and community values and resources (Standard 4d; TPE 5, 10).

6. Candidates will be able to identify and apply different models for planning and implementing instruction in a democratic context (TPE 10).

7. Candidates will be able to utilize a variety of procedures for assessing and reporting student progress (Standard 13g; TPE 3, 10).


8. Candidates will be able to apply appropriate pedagogical practices that provide access to the core curriculum and lead to high achievement for all students including English language learners, students with special needs and/or gifted and talented students (Standard 5a, 14d, 14e; TPE 7).

9. Candidates will be able to work collaboratively with a group of colleagues to design effective, coordinated instruction (Standard 12f; TPE 13).

10. Candidates will be able to present a clear overview of the unit that includes appropriate use of technology and actively involves members of the project’s creators and audience (Standard 9f;).

11. Candidates will be able to reflect on their integrated units and, with the feedback of colleagues, consider alternative instructional approaches (Standard 4e; TPE 13).

Assessments:
Groups of students develop integrated curricular units and are expected to:

1. submit a completed unit plan according to course guidelines 

2. present an engaging overview of their unit at an exhibition 

3. interact professionally and equitably as a unit development team member

Your grade will be composed of three scores

1. Unit grade (group grade, 60 points possible): Your unit will be graded using the Unit Score Sheet (see attached). When submitting your unit, please submit one 2-page score sheet, filled out with names of group members and page numbers for unit components. 

2.  Lesson plan (individual grade, 25 points possible):TC "Rubric for unit lesson plans " \L 2 

You will receive an individual grade for the lesson plan that you contribute to your group's unit. Lessons will be graded according to a rubric (see Assignment Details in Course Packet.)

3.  Professional Responsibility (individual grade, 15 points possible):

Your professional responsibility grade will reflect attendance and participation both in class and at your unit group meetings. Attendance at all class sessions is required. While missing one class session for compelling reasons and with permission from the instructor will influence your grade, more than one absence will result in receiving a No-Credit grade.  In addition, arriving late to class will result in a reduction of professional responsibility points. 

Participation includes engaging in discussions, activities and short assignments based on course content and reading. You will have the opportunity to evaluate the work of yourself and individuals in your group.  While your input and the input of your peers is important, this information will be merged with that of the professor to determine appropriate grades for professional responsibility.

