[image: image1.jpg]



The Department of Education

EDTE 301 Democracy and Public Schooling in America

Catalog Description

This course enhances awareness of the historical foundation, issues, and challenges of American public education within the context of a democratic society. The teacher candidate is assisted in developing, clarifying, and evaluating educational values and positions with the expressed purpose of becoming an active participant in determining the current and future direction of American public education.
Course Objectives:

1. Explain the essential equation between public education and a democratic society. 

2. Investigate how the essential equation between public education and a democratic society translates from theory into practice. 

3. Examine the different historical purposes and beliefs that have guided the development of American education. 

4. Analyze and evaluate inequalities of opportunity. 

5. Apply major concepts, principles and values necessary to create and sustain a just, democratic society. 

6. Select a current educational issue and report on the issue within the context of democratic education. 
8.
Create school profiles and classroom scenarios that clearly articulate 

the ways in which teaching can help prepare students as democratic citizens.

9. Develop a rationale for the purpose of education within the context of a democratic society. 

Course Assessments: 

1. Online Discussion: 10 points

On January 24 you will sign up for a chapter from the O'Hair text. At least 24 hours before the reading from that chapter is due, you will need to post a question (original or from the text) and a thoughtful personal response to your question, to the designated chapter bulletin board in WebCT. (I will do Chapter 1 as an example.) This is worth 5 points. 

Throughout the semester, you will also need to respond to your classmates' posts a minimum of 5 times, earning one point for each response. This response should further the discussion, address another question the response presents, or in some way add to our quest of understanding the topic. (A sample post and response are also found on the Main Bulletin Board.)

2. Teacher Interview: Choose two questions from the "Doing Democracy" section on p. 25. Interview a teacher and post the response to the Teacher Interview Bulletin Board.

3. Purpose of Schooling: Write a 2-page response to "The purpose of schooling is…." Be sure to reference specific ideas or quotes that support your perspective. (See online content to assist you.) 

4. Response to Conflict: Read the IDEALS challenges on p. 158 and p. 166. Respond to these questions in 2 pages. 

5. School Handbook/Policies Analysis: Request a school handbook that outlines a school's policies and procedures. In approximately 2 pages, use the IDEALS to analyze the handbook, describing examples of each. FYI: Many schools are not able to reproduce extra handbooks, so search school web sites for online handbooks.

6. Describing a Good Classroom: Respond to the set of prompts on p. 458-460 in approximately 3-4 pages. These will be peer-graded using the rubric provided at that time.

7. Final Project: 30 points

You need to design a final project of your choosing. The final write-up of the project must include the following:

· A justification/rationale for how it contributes to your understanding of a democratic education.

· A description of how it relates to one or more of the IDEALS.

· A description of the learning goals of the project.

· A description of what you did and learned as a result.

· A reflection on how the project affects your teaching philosophy or (future) practice.

· A 10-minute presentation to the class that highlights the major goals and learning outcomes of the project. The goal should be to share information that your classmates will find useful and informative.

Some sample project ideas:
· Attend/watch 3 school board meetings

· Gather 5 or more friends/family to watch a relevant video and lead a discussion

· Create a photomontage/PowerPoint/video representing some aspect of education

· Film a public service announcement for public education

· Community/volunteer service (approx. 20 hours)

· Conduct a public survey and analyze the results (50+ people)

· Interview a key figure in education

· Current issues debate

· Read a semester's worth of an educational journal

· Be creative! Come up with another idea!………

