Course Syllabus

Program:
School Psychology/Pupil Personnel Services Credential
Course Title, Units:  

	PSYC
	636
	Practicum in Behavioral Consultation in Schools
	3.0


Catalog Course Description: 

Prerequisites: PSYC 605, PSYC 660, admission to PPS Program, faculty permission.

Directed consultation experience in school setting to effect changes in

behavior for particular children or classrooms. Formerly PSY 339.

Objectives:

1.    The student will gain entry into a school organization and develop a consultative 

relationship with a consultee.
a. The student will demonstrate understanding of the nature of consultation as a service delivery system to schools.

b. The student will describe the difference between consultation and other service modalities such as counseling, program development and psychoeducational evaluation.

c. The student will conceptualize consultation as a pre-referral intervention modality that should be used in conjunction with assessment measures of the child and classroom ecology.

d. The student will recognize when and under what circumstances to employ a consultative-based intervention in place of other service modalities.

2.    The student will develop a behavioral and instructional model of consultation service delivery in the schools.
a. The student will understand theoretically the behavioral and instructional models of consultation in the schools.

b. The student will reconceptualize a referral problem given by a teacher in terms operative within the framework of the behavioral and instructional models of consultation.

c. The student will determine which of the behavioral or instructional models is appropriate to employ given a referral problem that is amenable to consultative intervention.

d. The student will plan and design a workable intervention that is implemented indirectly by the consultant through the consultee in the child’s school or home environment.

 3.  The student will complete one consultation case involving a client who needs 

assistance with behavioral regulation in the context of an academic environment.
a. The student will meet with a teacher during a problem identification interview and determine that intervention should be targeted toward the modification of a pupil's behavior.

b. The student will analyze the problem using methods of:  (a) teacher interview, (b) direct observation and ( c) sequence analysis.

c. The student will design and implement procedures for recording baselines of relevant behaviors comprising the problem using appropriate and effective methods of recording.

d. The student will design a strategy for diagnosing the behavioral problem in terms of the relationship between antecedent and consequent events that may exist in either the external environment or the internal cognitive environment of the client.

e. The student will come to an agreement with the consultee regarding the goals and objectives of the consultation case based on an analysis of the data.

f. The student will discuss, and come to an agreement with the consultee on, the best and most practical intervention method for ameliorating the behaviors that comprise the problem as it has been defined. 

g. The student will keep a record of the client's behavioral progress (by graphing it) and summarize and explain the client's progress to the consultee.

h. The student will terminate the consultation case when the client's problem has been solved or both the consultee agree, based on client data, that the case no longer yields outcomes that warrant continued collaboration.

4.   The student will come to an agreement with the consultee regarding the goals and objectives 

of the consultation case based on an analysis of the data.

a. The student will discuss, and come to an agreement with the consultee on, the best and most practical method for teaching the deficient strategies, knowledge and skills accounting for the academic subskill deficit.

b. The student will keep a record of the client’s subskill progress (by graphing it) and summarize and explain the client’s progress to the consultee.

c. The student will keep a record of the client’s overall skill progress (by graphing it) and summarize and explain the client’s progress to the consultee.

d. The student will terminate the consultation case when the client’s problem has been solved or both the consultee agree, based on client data, that the caseno longer yields outcoimes that warrant continued collaboration.

5.   The student will write up separate reports of the complete behavioral and    

  instructional consultation cases.
a. The student will use a sensible outline for their reports that adequately communicates the activities, goals, objectives and findings of the behavioral and instructional consultation cases.  The report will include:

· demographic data

· problem identification

· problem analysis

· a description of the intervention plan

· results of the intervention for the consultee and consultant

· recommendations for continued intervention or intermittent monitoring of skill development in the client.

b. The student will attach as appendices materials used in the intervention and documents used to record client progress.

c. The student will type the report, double-spaced, using common font and point size.

Assessments:
1.
Period consultation logs. You are expected to establish a consultation relationship with some of your teachers. You should plan on at least one 30-minute session per week with your consultees, beginning around the first week of October. Your logs should contain detailed notes on your conversations with your consultees and your subsequent analysis of the interaction. Your logs should reflect over time the problem definition, the analysis of the problem, the intervention strategies generated, and the outcome and evaluation of the consultation. Your logs must be submitted via email beginning September 13th, and monthly after that. Thus, consultation logs are due on: 9/13, 10/11 and 11/8. You will be given a score from 1-10 on each of two dimensions on these logs: Dimension 1: Extent of case progress; Dimension 2: the thoughtfulness and quality of self-analysis. A score of 8-10 means good progress. A score of 5-7 means that field-based activities should be adjusted in accordance with comments on your log. A score below 5 means that an individual meeting will be necessary to examine where things need to be changed and modified so that performance moves into an 8-10 range. Please make an appointment to discuss your log as soon as possible should you receive a score in the 5-7 range. 

2.
Written Briefs. Written briefs will be 5-page papers in which you will have the opportunity to integrate lectures, class discussions and assigned readings by responding to specific questions each month (September, October, and November). The briefs are designed to bring together research, philosophical positions, and opinions (yours and others’) in the context of specific issues, skills, and values pertaining to the practice of consultation. 

3.
Case Presentation. At the end of the semester, you will present your consultation case to the class. The case presentation has been incorporated into the course in order for you to be exposed to behavioral interventions other than your own, and to see how others handled their cases. Exposure to various interventions is valuable for you in designing further interventions later on. (A handout on the written document and the oral presentation will be handed out later in the semester). 

4.
Reflective Paper: Using your logs and the cases you worked on with one or more of your consultees, discuss your development as a consultant and the way you adapted the basic behavioral or CBC model of consultation to your personal style. Discuss the assumptions of the model, the steps involved, and, as objectively as you can, your success as a consultant in following the model. While this is intended to be a self-reflection paper, it is also expected to incorporate the literature you read and the information discussed in class, and presented in lecture. It is expected to be 5- 8 pages in length. 
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