Course Syllabus

Program:
School Psychology/Pupil Personnel Services Credential
Course Title, Units:  

	PSYC
	688
	Practicum in School Psychology
	5.0  


Catalog Course Description: 

Prerequisites: Open only to students admitted to the School Psychology Program.

Supervised practicum experience in the school setting, in coordination

with concurrent enrollment in PSYC 673B. Formerly PSY 388A.

Objectives:
Note:  Students are expected to engage in the activities described in Psychology 688 during the spring semester of year two of the School Psychology program.  The School Psychology practicum is designed to augment, integrate and expand on other experiences obtained in prior practica experiences.  Practicum competencies will be judged by your professor in conjunction with your fieldwork supervisor(s). However, you must meet all competencies with satisfactory performance as judged, in the final analysis, by the PPS Committee at CSU, Chico in order to be recommended to the State of California for a PPS credential.
1.   The student will establish and maintain effective professional relationships 

with teachers, administrators, members of the staff, and parents. 
a. The student will initiate effective professional relationships with co-professionals and parents.

b. The student will effectively utilize their rapport with others and their understanding of school decision-making in carrying out their activities as a school psychology practicum student.

2.   The student will organize and deliver skill development units to classrooms.
a. The student will collaborate effectively with classroom teachers in determining the appropriate content and complexity of skills units.

b. The student will organize and prepare the necessary materials.

c. The student will effectively present units to target classes.

d. The student will assess the outcomes of the instruction, through written teacher feedback, and make modifications accordingly.

3.   The student will effectively counsel individual students from a variety of 

      
backgrounds.

a. The student will effectively establish counseling relationships.

b. The student will maintain effective counseling relationships.

c. The student will promote behavioral change in pupils.

d. The student will collaborate effectively with teachers and parents of students during pupil counseling.

e. The student will evaluate behavioral change in pupils.

f. The student will constructively terminate counseling relationships.

4.   The student will effectively counsel groups of students.

a. The student will form counseling groups based on relevant goals and compatibility of members.

b. The student will prepare appropriate activities and materials for group counseling.

c. The student will promote cohesion in counseling groups.

d. The student will promote effective interaction in groups.

e. The student will keep group attention focused on content of mutual concern to group members.

f. The student will promote behavioral change in group members.

g. The student will evaluate the outcomes of counseling groups.

5.   The student will become a consulting resource for teachers and collaborate

in a problem solving format.

a. The student will establish relationships with teachers in which classroom problems are freely discussed.

b. The student will establish a nonhierarchical coordinate relationship with teachers in a collaborative model of intervention.

c. The student will employ, when appropriate, a variety of assessment techniques (including but not limited to: observation; developmental, educational and family histories; rating scales; and dynamic or curriculum based assessments) for use in identifying and clarifying behavioral or academic problems and in formulating interventions.

d. The student will identify potential referrals for special education who could be deflected from special placement through defined alterations of current practices.

6.   The student will effect behavioral interventions for children showing behavioral 

or adjustment problems in school.

a. The student will select, from teacher-designated children, a child with a behavior or adjustment problem, the treatment of which is amenable to on-site conditions and time constraints.

b. The student will identify the problem in behavioral terms and in a manner that demonstrates awareness of the potential contributions of academic, familial, peer, personal and community influences.

c. The student will plan and implement practical and appropriate behavioral interventions for use by teachers, parents, or others.

d. The student will develop and utilize methods for measuring the effectiveness of the interventions.

e. The student will effectively communicate to the teacher, parent, or other consultee specific modifications in the intervention program based on these outcome measures.

7.   The student will demonstrate, under close supervision of their on-site supervisor, the skills required to appropriately utilize standardized and nonstandardized instruments and procedures designed to assess cognitive and academic domains.

a. Under the guidance of their field-site supervisor, the student will demonstrate the ability to properly determine, based on a child’s reported referral concern/s, appropriate assessment measures consisting of standardized and other instruments and procedures.

b. The student will demonstrate, under close supervision of their on-site supervisor, proper administration and scoring of standardized tests of intelligence, cognition and memory.

c. The student will demonstrate, under close supervision of their on-site supervisor, proper administration and scoring of standardized tests of academic achievement.

d. The student will observe and discuss with their on-site supervisor the proper use of observation, rating scales, self-report measures and other procedures in the assessment of a child’s behavior and socio-emotional status.

e. Being mindful of a student’s racial, ethnic and language background, the student will demonstrate proper test selection, administration, scoring and interpretation.

f. The student will appropriately participate in the development of alternative models of assessment, monitoring and service delivery (e.g. RTI/3-Tier), currently being considered and/or implemented at their site.

8.   Throughout their practicum, students will attend and appropriately participate in meetings designed to discuss, monitor and problem-solve student learning and adjustment difficulties.

a. The student will attend and actively participate in student study and other prereferral meetings.

b. The student will attend and appropriately participate in IEP and other meetings for students with whom they have provided services or have information relevant to their learning and/or adjustment needs.
9.   The student will research a topic of current relevance to the field of school 


psychology and make a presentation to instructors and peers, which would be appropriate  to present to fellow professionals for inservice education.  

a. The student will search various databases in order to locate and interpret the most recent information on an issue pertaining to the practice of school psychology.

b. The student will integrate and articulate, in both oral and written form, information from the scholarly, theoretical and applied literature in order to delineate and explain issues that affect the practice of school psychology.

c. The student will construct, collect, and compile effectively materials for an inservice presentation on a topic affecting the practice of school psychology.

10.   Throughout their practicum, students will demonstrate an awareness of legal and ethical issues and practice in accordance with legal and ethical guidelines for the professional practice of school psychology.

a. The student will note legal and ethical issues as they arise, in seminar and/or logs.

b. The student will utilize relevant sources of information to research legal and ethical guidelines when issues arise in practice.

c. The student will consult field and university supervisors and other appropriate colleagues in regard to legal and ethical issues that arise in practice.

d. The student will demonstrate sound reasoning and good judgment regarding legal and ethical issues that arise during their fieldwork experience.

Assessments:

1. Logs. 

Logs are to be submitted electronically to the email listed above. Please submit your log anytime during the week, as long as it reaches us by the end of the week-- Saturday evening 5 pm at the latest. Include what you did during the week; how you are using your time; and, what activities you are engaged in. Also, be certain to include, on a weekly basis, the following:

a. A completed chart of your activities according to the model you learned in PSYC 380 A.

b. A record of the amount of time and the activities you performed with minority students.

c. A notation of the percentage of time you spent in primary, secondary and tertiary levels of service delivery.

d. A record of all activities you performed during the week, with the amount of time spent on each.

e. Finally, look around and focus on puzzling things that occur--issues that strike you as interesting-- and include those. Identify goals and strategies for meeting those goals in line with the competencies associated with your PPS courses.

2. Assigned Readings. 

Readings will be assigned from time to time on important topics and issues. We will give you at least a week's preparation for classroom discussion.

3. Attendance & Class Participation. 

Regular attendance is important and expected. Please notify me by email if you have serious and compelling reason requiring you to be absent from class. Your participation in class is essential, not only for your benefit, but for the benefit of others. Each one of you has very different placements, with varying climates, cultures and values, both inside and outside the classroom. While you are working under the same general expectations and competency guidelines, the variety is important to share because it illuminates issues and the ramifications of those issues that is best explored by the contribution of the collective group. 

4. Inservice Presentations. 

You will have an opportunity to research and prepare a presentation on a topic, technique or issue for the benefit of each other.  This group presentation will be structured as an informative document from which you will make a presentation.  The document is expected to integrate recent literature with national, state or local programs/services on a relevant and timely issue affecting children and teachers in schools. Topic presentations should be planned for a 60-minute formal presentation with 15 minutes for questions and discussion.  Written papers summarizing the presentation should be 10-12 pages for each group.  This document and presentation can be provided in a PowerPoint style format.  See the attached Class Schedule for topics and assignees.

5. Individual Conferences. 

We will meet three times during the semester individually, instead of as a group, to discuss personally your progress in your practicum or internship.  
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