SPED 343 Overview of Special Education 3.0 Fa/Spr  This is a survey course recommended for students interested in all types of exceptional learners and a prerequisite to professional preparation programs in the Department of Professional Studies in Education. Content includes (1) an overview of the characteristics, identification, and educational needs of special populations, (2) social, familial, biological, historical, cultural, economic, political, and legal contexts in which special education occurs, and (3) characteristics of effective programs. Includes a service learning experience.

Objectives:

  1) Demonstrate rudimentary knowledge of the ethical standards, professional practices, and laws and regulations related to the provisions of services to individuals with disabilities and their families.

2) Demonstrate a beginning professional perspective by examining educational policies and existing and emergent practices in relations to fundamental issues, theories, and research in education.

3) Demonstrate an understanding and acceptance of differences in culture, ethnicity, gender, age, religion, socio-economic status, lifestyle orientation, language, abilities, disabilities and aspirations of individual learners. 

4)  Demonstrate rudimentary knowledge of basic principles and strategies of assessment, curriculum, and instruction that are appropriate for individuals with diverse backgrounds, varying language and cognitive abilities, and special needs.

5) Identify the characteristics, classification, and learning needs of students with exceptional needs including those from culturally diverse populations (mentally impaired, learning disabled, attention deficit hyperactivity disordered, physically impaired, other health impaired, emotionally/behaviorally disordered, gifted and talented, visually impaired, hearing impaired, communication disordered)

6) Demonstrate understanding of issues and theories and their relationships to practices

7) Demonstrate knowledge to teach diverse students.

8) Analyze best practices/research findings on the use of technology in the classroom.

9) Reflect professionally on ethical and responsibilities of teachers toward the work of teaching and toward students.

10) Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the appropriate use of computer-based 

       technology.

Assessment:

1. ANCHOR ASSIGNMENT (330 points, 33%) This anchor assignment includes 

A.  Exams and quizzes of content covered in the course  (fill in blanks, multiple choice, essay, etc.) 

You will take three online timed exams and 2 to 3 pop (or not) quizzes as evidence of your learning of the content from this course. Each exam is worth 50 points. Each journal entry or VRR is worth 10 points. 

B. Written Video Responses/ Weekly Reflections/ field experience journals

     1) Based on the information you gather from the video, textbook readings and class activities , write a one-page paper to synthesize and reflect on how you would use this information to support pupil learning in your current or future classroom.  These one-page assignments will be graded based on the above criteria.

     2) Field experience journals: five online journal entries are required for you to share with your class regarding your experiences, discoveries, and reflections.

 

Note: All assignments and assessments for this course can be found on the full syllabus for this course.

