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Greetings from the Department 
of Nutrition and Food Sciences. 
The Department is facing 
tremendous challenges this year 
and the years to come. The 
California legislature has 
reduced funding to the California 
State University System by about 
20% the last two years while 
student tuition has increased 30% 
this past year alone. Faculty 
have taken a 9.3% pay cut in the 
form of furloughs so students are 
paying more for less education. I 
am thankful to each and every 
faculty member for the sacrifices 
(both personal and professional) 
they make. I am amazed they 
remain so positive and 
passionate about what they do. 
They are true public servants, 
here to help students. We 
currently serve about 200 
undergraduate majors, 25 
graduate students and 5 dietetic 
interns.   
                            
Congratulations to Dr. Faye 
Johnson for being selected for 
the 2009 American Dietetic 

Association (ADA) Outstanding 
Dietetic Educator Award for a 
Didactic Program in Dietetics for 
Area 1 (which covers 8 western 
states). This past year we had 11 
student/faculty research posters  
presented at 2009 Annual 
Meeting of the California Dietetic 
Association in Riverside and 
many award and scholarship 
recipients. Undergraduate team 
members Hayley Fennesey, Sam 
Figlia, Amy Harris, and Jennifer 
DeBerdt came in 4th place at the 
annual Nutrition Bowl held at 
CSU, Northridge.  

On a personal note, Audrey is 16 
and a junior in high school and 
Willis is 12 and started junior 
high. My husband Steve and I 
rediscovered our love of hiking 
this past summer during a family 
trip to some of our countries 
National Parks, Yellowstone, 
Grand Tetons and Glacier.  We 
are lucky to live in such a 
beautiful country.  We would 
love to hear from you. Please e -
mail us with updates on your 
life.  

2009 

Fall 

 

 

Each year the College of Natural Sciences, together with the 
University, recognizes one of its outstanding alumni.  These 

individuals serve as role models for students of today by highlighting 
how the California State University, Chico experience has made a 

difference in their lives.  
 

Margaret Kelly  
 

BS Home Economics 1979, MS Nutritional Sciences, 1988  
While Margaret completed her MS degree in 1988, she never has really left CSU, 
Chico.  Before becoming a registered dietitian, Margaret was the laboratory technician 
and lecturer in the Department of Home Economics for  9 years.  After completing the 
Dietetic Internship through CSU, Chico, Margaret became a clinical dietitian for 
Feather River Hospital (FRH) in Paradise, California.   She currently is the hospitalõs 
Chief Administrative Dietitian and Food Safety Officer.   Mentoring and service are in 
Margaretõs blood.  Margaret has served as a preceptor for Chico State dietetic interns 
since 1998 and mentored a variety of other Chico State students in internships 
including dietetic technicians and dietary service supervisors.   Margaret has hired and 
supervised numerous CSU, Chico students in foodservice positions and clinical 
positions such as dietitian assistants and nutrition ambassadors.   These jobs have been 
invaluable to our students and have given them the competitive edge when applying 
to Dietetic Internships nationwide.   In addition to serving CSU, Chico as a mentor/
preceptor, Margaret continues to serve on the College of Natural Sciences and the 
Department of Nutrition and Food Sciences Advisory Boards.  This past year Margaret 
was an examiner for the California Award for Performance Excellence, a state level 
program associated with the Malcolm Baldridge Awards whose goal is to improve and 
share national business best practices.        
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So, you may ask, what has Steph 
been up to? Well, this year has 
been quite productiveéI have 
begun the planning and content 
for my new food safety and 
sanitation course. This course 
will include material and 
practical application of food 
safety principles to help prepare 
students for quality assurance 
and food safety positions after 
graduation. Starting fall 2010, my 
management courses will be 
devoted more to administrative, 
budget, and HR related material.  
  
My love for food safety has taken 
a pretty dramatic step as I 
completed a new book, entitled 
HACCP Fundamentals with Dr. 
Patrick Doyle, an associate 
professor in the College of 
Agriculture. The book will be one 
of a kind, and I will give you 
more info as it transpires.  
Dr. Keiko Goto and I worked with 
numerous undergrads last year 
and they were able to present 
two posters at the ADA 
convention in Denver, CO. We are 
both so very proud of these 

poster abstracts, because it is 
rare for undergrads to get such 
great opportunities. I was also 
able to give an oral presentation 
on my òChico on $10 a Dayó 
sustainability event as an 
innovation in foodservice 
curriculum. The four days in 
Denver included great 
conversations, quality time with 
students, and reunions with old 
friends and colleagues.  
 
I am fortunate enough to be able 
to continue my administrative 
tasks and marketing research 
with Dr. Cindy Wolff at CNAP. 
What a wonderful place to work. 
We have such great staff! Every 
year I am amazed at the great 
responsibilities our students 
undertake and the 
professionalism they project to 
the community.  
 
On a personal note, Seth, Sam, 
and Timo are doing very well. 
The boys are both at Citrus 
Elementary and making numerous 
friends and staying as active as 
ever. Timo enjoys his work with  

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AS and continues to support me 
and my crazy endeavors.  
I canõt believe that this is my 
fifth year at Chico State. 
Although the economy and state 
of affairs are not ideal, I still feel 
most fortunate to be working in 
such a beautiful place with such 
beautiful people! Stay in contact! 
I miss all of you very much (well, 
most of you).  
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Stephanie with Sam and Seth. 


