
Philosophy 329-01---Environmental Ethics---Spring 2008---Langdon 107 
Instructor:  Tom Imhoff  (call me “Professor” or “Imhoff” or “Professor Imhoff”) 
Office: Trinity Hall 107------email: contact me through WebCt  
Office Hours: MWF 9:30 to 10:30, TR 2:00 to 3:00-------Office Phone: 898-4743 
 

Theme D Introduction:  In order to provide unity and coherence in their 
presentation, each course in the Environmental Issues Upper Division Theme has been 
designed by theme instructors in consultation with one another to employ a core set of 
concepts, theories, issues, pedagogical approaches and activities.  These are: 

     
Concepts/Theories common to all theme courses: 

¥ Interconnectivity  – the ecological principle highlighting the interrelationships 
that characterize the natural order and the place of humans in that order 

¥ Unintended consequences – the precautionary principle---caution as the best 
policy when altering the environment due to the essential finitude of human 
knowledge that results in the impossibility of forseeing all the consequences of 
human activity 

¥ Plurality of Worldviews – value relativism: the role of humans in nature as 
interpreted in a variety of incompatible ways with no possibility of constructing 
an interpretation that represents a universally acceptable description of 
humanity’s proper role 

¥ Disciplinary perspectives – problems of evidence (what counts as knowledge and 
what counts as evidence for the truth of a theory depend on criteria that are often 
discipline specific) 

 
Issues common to all theme courses: 

¥ Resource Use   (Food, Water, Energy, Shelter) 
¥ Human Population / Consumption  
¥ Biodiversity Loss 
¥ Global Warming – Climate Change 
 

Approaches common to all theme courses: 
¥ Common vocabulary – employing and explaining key terms across theme courses, 

for example,  “ecological consciousness, biocentrism and anthropocentrism.“  
¥ Spirit of Optimism – A solution orientation so students emerge from theme 

courses with hope and direction as a counterbalance to humanity’s current 
environmental crises 

¥ California – A focus on our state with attention to the special environmental 
problems and opportunities presented by California’s unique social, political, 
economic and ecological identity 

¥ Sustainability – Attention to the broader environmental questions raised by human 
development as concerns the economy, the equity in production and consumption, 
and the environmental impacts of human development 

 
Activities common to all theme courses: 



¥ Ecological Footprint – common assignments dealing with the legacy of various 
human production and consumption patterns 

¥ Civic Engagement – projects designed to take students outside the classroom to 
make an impact on the community with what they have discovered in class) 

 
By employing these core concepts, theories, issues, pedagogical approaches and activities 
in each of its component courses, the Environmental Issues Theme aims to achieve in a 
coherent way its central goals and objectives: 
 

to impart an understanding of and an appreciation for the place of the human species 
in the global ecosystem, 

to examine the ways that the environment has influenced human behavior, 
to provide skills and information necessary to assess human environmental impacts & 
to pursue ways to maintain Earth’s life-support systems. 

 
Course Description:  We examine the concepts of human well-being, right and wrong action, and the 
intersection of these concepts in economic practice as such practice modifies the environment.  
Course Goals:  
¥ to explore human environmental impacts with attention to value systems  
¥ to use ethical concepts in thinking about moral environmental conflicts and  
¥ to use prismatic theory in analyzing environmental policies and behavior  
General Education Goals:  As part of the Environmental Issues upper division theme, this course 
addresses the topic of human impacts on the biosphere.  The course investigates environmental issues 
from a variety of perspectives enabling students to incorporate knowledge from the sciences, social 
sciences, and humanities into their understanding of the world.  
Required texts: Understanding Politics 2nd edition (UP), by William Stewart; [ISBN: 0-88316-575-9]  
 State of the World 2007, (SOW) the Worldwatch Institute; [ISBN: 978-0-393-32923-0]  
 Environmental Ethics, 3rd edition (EE) by Armstrong and Botzler; [ISBN: 0-07-283845-0]  
 
GRADING  Tory v. Oligarchy essay (1500 wordsÑ 6 to 7 pages)-----------------25%  
BREAKDOWN  Liberalism v. Democratic Socialism essay (1500 words)-------25%  
BioCentric Ecofeminism outline ---------------------------------------------------------25%  
5 single page outline assignments---------------------------------------------------------25%  
Students must turn in a draft of each essay.  There is no grade penalty for late essays. 
Students may rewrite each of the two essays once for a better grade.  
 
Reading and Activity Schedule:  

ÒI, U, P, DÓ indicate the common factors present in each topic or reading:  
(I---Interconnectivity) Context determines how to interpret human social interaction.  The 

meaning of a context is itself shaped by the values brought to the interaction by the human agents 
involved. 

(U---Unintended Consequences) All human behaviors produce these.  Some of them we are 
aware of immediately, some of them we are never aware of.  How we respond to unintended 
consequences depends on the paradigms we use to interpret the contexts in which those consequences 
occur. 



(P---Plurality of Worldviews) Humans organize their world according to clusters of values into 
which they are socialized.  These values constitute the political culture to which each human belongs.  
Prismatic theory identifies eight such cultures.  There is no place to stand outside of a political culture in 
order to determine which one most accurately represents reality. 

(D---Disciplinary Perspectives) Political judgment is inherently relativistic and the political 
culture that informs oneÕs judgment shapes what counts as evidence for or against a theory as well as 
what counts as truth and what counts as falsehood.  There is no non-question begging way to settle 
intercultural disputes.  Truth is an inherently contentious concept.  The truth of scientific judgment 
depends on the assumptions taken to be authoritative in the scientific community to which one belongs.  
For example, the mainstream scientific community does not recognize creation science as a science.  
What clarity there is comes in examining the assumptions each community of researchers takes as 
defining their research program as well as examining the usefulness of those assumptions in reaching the 
goals each community of researchers has set for themselves.  Creationists, for example, examine the 
natural world in order to demonstrate and exhibit the majesty of an infinitely powerful, wise and 
merciful Creator.  Mainstream scientists examine the natural world in order to understand how it works. 

 
week 1 (Jan. 28)  Understanding Politics, Chapters 1, 2 & 3Ñ Prismatic Analysis & Anarchism;  
week 2 (Feb. 4)  UP, Chapters 4 & 5 & 6—Tories & Oligarchs & Classical Liberals; 
 (I, U, P, D) Discussion of these political cultures exhibits all four common theme concepts. 
week 3 (Feb. 11)  UP, Chapters 7, 8 & 9—Radical Liberals, Socialists and Commies; 
 (I, U, P, D) Discussion of these political cultures exhibits all four common theme concepts. 
week 4 (Feb. 18)  UP, Chapters 10 & 12—Fascists & Morality; 
 (I, U, P, D) Discussion of this political culture exhibits all four common theme concepts.  
week 5 (Feb. 25)  SOW---2008—TBA; 
  
week 6 (March 3)  SOW---2008—TBA; 
  
week 7 (March 10) SOW---2008—TBA; 
  
EE Scientific Structure, p. 12; 

(A discussion of mainstream science and the relationship between theories, research programs  
and truth---(D) represents the common theme concept focus of this essay) 

EE The Little Things, p. 46; 
 (A discussion of invertebrates and their role in natural systems---(I) represents the common  

theme concept focus of this essay) 
EE Environmental Ethics and the Social Construction of Nature, p. 87;  
 (A discussion of the relationship between humans, nature and the concepts humans use to make  

sense of nature---(P & D) represent the common theme concept focus of this essay) 
 
[Spring Break: March 15 through March 23] 
 

week 8 (March 24) EE—Anglo-American Land Use Attitudes, p. 164; 
 (A discussion of the historical and philosophical genesis of the concept of private property  

beginning in pre-medieval Europe and continuing through the 20th century in the United States--- 
(U, P & D) represent the common theme concept focus of this essay) 

EE—The Historical Roots of Our Ecologic Crisis, p. 219; 



 (Lynn WhiteÕs analysis of the role of Christian values in creating environmental crisis and his  
proposal to reinterpret those values to avert further disaster---(U & P) represent the common  
theme concept focus of this essay) 

EE—Environmental Ethics: Some Challenges for Christians, p. 231; 
 (A proposed reinterpretation of Christian theology in order to view nature as a mysterious gift  

rather than an exploitable resource---(I, U & P) represent the common theme concept focus of  
this essay) 

week 9 (April 7) EE—Samarrai: Islamic Environmental Ethics, Law and Society, p. 240; 
 (A discussion of Muslim principles in the Koran governing human interaction with nature--- 

(I & P) represent the common theme concept focus of this essay) 
EE— LaDuke: Voice from White Earth, p. 247; 
 (A discussion of Native American principles of development contrasted with Western European  

development principles---(I, U & P) represent the common theme concept focus of this essay.   
Sustainability [economy, equity, environment] as a common theme approach plays a central role 
in this discussion.) 

 EE—Thich Nhat Hanh: The Sun My Heart, p. 255; 
 (A discussion of Buddhist principles used to interpret reality and to construct an environmental  

ethic---(I, U, P & D) represent the common theme concept focus of this essay. Sustainability  
[economy, equity, environment] as a common theme approach plays a central role in this  
discussion.) 

 EE—Guha: The Environmentalism of the Poor, p. 258;  
 (A contrast and comparison between the environmental movements in developing and in  

developed countries---Sustainability [economy, equity, environment] as a common theme  
approach plays a central role in this discussion.) 

week 10 (April 14) EE—Thoreau: Walking, p. 121; 
 (An essay celebrating the proper role of humans in nature---(I & P) represent the common theme  

concept focus of this essay) 
EE—John Muir: A Near View of the High Sierra, p. 129; 
 (An essay celebrating the Sierra eco-system and manÕs place in it---this reading introduces  

California ecology as a common theme approach) 
EE—Nabhan: The Far Outside, p. 144; 
 (An essay considering alternate ways humans relate to nature---(I & P) represent the common  

theme concept focus of this essay) 
EE—Abram: A More-Than-Human World, p. 148; 
  (An essay dealing with altered consciousness and the human connection to nature---(I & P)  

represent the common theme concept focus of this essay) 
week 11 (April 21) EE—Rachel Carson’s Environmental Ethics, p. 200; 
 (A discussion of CarsonÕs biocentrism, her appreciation as a scientist of the mystery of nature  

and her deep respect for and love of the natural order---(I, U, P, & D) represent the common  
theme concept focus of this essay) 

EE—Paul Taylor, From Respect for Nature: A Theory of Environmental Ethics, p. 343; 
 (An explanation and defense of TaylorÕs bio-centrism and the ethical principles that result from  

it---(I, U, P & D) represent the common theme concept focus of this essay.  Sustainability  
[economy, equity, environment] as a common theme approach plays a central role in this  
discussion.) 

EE—The Deep, Long-Range Ecology Movement: 1960-2000---A Review, p. 400; 



 (A presentation of the principles that ground the deep ecology movement---Sustainability  
[economy, equity, environment] as a common theme approach plays a central role in this  
discussion.  (I, U, P, & D) represent the common theme concept focus of this essay) 

 
week 12 (April 28) EE—Garrett Hardin: The Tragedy of the Commons, p. 494; 
 (HardinÕs seminal thesis on the disastrous consequences of non-coordinated, individualistic,  

rational behavior---(I & U) represent the common theme concept focus of this essay.  Common  
theme issues central to this discussion include resource use, human population/consumption,  
biodiversity loss and climate change.) 

EE—Anthropocentrism: A Modern Version, p. 280; 
 (An essay arguing for an anthropocentric environmental ethic focusing on human dependence on  

the natural environment---(I & U) represent the common theme concept focus of this essay.   
Common theme issues central to this discussion include resource use, human  
population/consumption, biodiversity loss and climate change.) 

EE—The Golden Rule---A Proper Scale for Our Environmental Crisis, p. 288; 
  (Stephen Jay GouldÕs anthropocentric proposal for caution when it comes to altering the natural  

environment to suit human purposes.  Common theme issues central to this discussion include  
resource use, human population/consumption, biodiversity loss and climate change.  (I & U)  
represent the common theme concept focus of this essay.) 

week 13 (May 5) EE—The Land Ethic, p. 374; 
 (Aldo LeopoldÕs plea for developing an ecological consciousness in order to give natural systems  

the moral standing they merit---(I, U & P) represent the common theme concept focus of this  
essay. Common theme issues central to this discussion include resource use, human  
population/consumption, biodiversity loss and climate change.) 

EE—Aldo Leopold’s Concept of Ecosystem Health, p. 385; 
 (An attempt to give LeopoldÕs ideas philosophical support and to extend LeopoldÕs thesis that  

human economic activities should be constrained by considerations of land health.  Common  
theme issues central to this discussion include resource use, human population/consumption,  
biodiversity loss and climate change.  (I, U & P) represent the common theme concept focus of  
this essay.) 

EE—The Land Ethic at the Turn of the Millennium, p. 392; 
 (A discussion of the contemporary relevance of LeopoldÕs land ethic to the critically intertwined  

issues of peace, population, development and environment---common theme issues central to this  
discussion include resource use, human population/consumption, biodiversity loss and climate  
change.  (I, U & P) represent the common theme concept focus of this essay.) 

week 14 (May 12) EE—Quilting Ecofeminist Philosophy, p. 416; 
 (A discussion of the arguments and historical considerations that motivate ecofeminism--- 

common theme issues central to this discussion include resource use, human  
population/consumption, biodiversity loss and climate change.  (I, U & P) represent the common  
theme concept focus of this essay.) 

EE—Introduction to Ecofeminism, p. 429; 
 (An explanation of the ecofeminist critique of the capitalist patriarchal system and a proposal to  

take seriously the subsistence perspective as the proper point of view from which to judge the  
relationship between humans and the rest of the natural world---common theme issues central to  
this discussion include resource use, human population/consumption, biodiversity loss and  
climate change.  (I, U & P) represent the common theme concept focus of this essay.) 



EE—From States of Grace, p. 437; 
 (Charlene SpretnakÕs discussion of project of re-enchanting nature as key to the ecofeminist  

worldview---common theme issues central to this discussion include resource use, human  
population/consumption, biodiversity loss and climate change.  (I, U & P) represent the common 
theme concept focus of this essay.) 

EE—From The Legacy of Luna, p. 444; 
  (Julia ÒButterflyÓ HillÕs description of her tree-sit in Luna and her thoughts on the proper  

relationship between humans and the natural world of which humans are an integral part--- 
common theme issues central to this discussion include resource use, human  
population/consumption, biodiversity loss and climate change.  (I, U & P) represent the common  
theme concept focus of this essay.) 
 

Finals Week (May 19 through 23) Phil 329 Exam Period (Student Outlines): Langdon 107, 
Mon., May 19 from 12 to 1:50PM.   


