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In acknowledgment of the historical, systematic mistreatment of California Native Americans, including 
the separation of Native American ancestral human remains and cultural items from Native American 
tribes, and the ongoing work to repatriate Native American human remains and cultural items that 
currently or in the future will be in the possession and control of California State University, Chico, I 
approve the Interim Policy on Control of Native American Human Remains and Cultural Items at Chico 
State, effective immediately. 

The Federal Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) was passed by the 
IO I st Congress in 1990 to safeguard Native American graves and to set policy fo r Native American 
ancestors, funeral art ifacts, and repatriation. California legislators passed the California Native American 
Graves Protection Act (CalNAGPRA) in 200 I, and in 2020, California State Assemblymember James 
Ramos introduced AB-275, which became law on January I, 2022. Legislative Assembly, 200 I; 
Legislati ve Assembly, 2020) . When referring to AGPRA, Cal AGPRA, and AB-275 compliance, the 
term NAGPRA will be utilized. 

In accordance with AB 275: Native American cultural preservation, Chico State, 

(5) Recogni':ze(s) that Cal[lornia Indian tribes have expertise with regard to their tribal histo1~,
and practices that concern rhe Nmive Al/lerican human remains. cu/rural irems. and rribal 
cu/rural resources with which rhey are rradirionally and cu/rurally q[filiared and. because rhe 
federal and srare repatriarion processes call for a St!/ficienr degree of analysis. include rribal 
rradirional knmrledge abour the land and resources at issue in all decisions related to 

https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=%2Fprelim%40title25%2Fchapter32&req=granuleid%3AUSC-prelim-title25-chapter32&f=&fq=&num=0&hl=false&edition=prelim
https://nahc.ca.gov/calnagpra/
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200AB275


repatriation processes. This includes treating tribal traditional knowledge as the authority with 
respect to determining cultural affiliation and the identification of cultural items so that it is 
given deferential weight to other lines of evidence. Tribal traditional knowledge meets the 
"reasonable" standard that is identified in Cal[fornia Native American Graves Protection and 
Repatriation Act of 2001. -AB 275: Native American cultural preservation 

As such, all decisions regarding the possession, control, and access to Native American ancestral human 
remains and cultural items currently, and in the future, held by Chico State as an institution, shall be 
recognized as the purview of the Native American tribe for which the human remains, or cultural items 
are affiliated. Prior to tribal affiliation determination, or in the event that a tribal affiliation is 
indeterminable after diligent efforts to establish affiliation or an affiliated tribe is unable to provide 
repatriation for affiliated human remains or cultural items, the Chico State Office of Tribal Relations will 
have the authority to determine all decisions regarding the possession, control, and access to the ancestral 
human remains or cultural items. 

The Office of Tribal Relations shall develop proactive processes in accordance with NAGPRA laws to 
identify and expedite the repatriation of Native American human remains and cultural items to affiliated 
tribes. 




