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Sierra Nevada Brewing Co. to dedicate 1.5 megawatt AC solar array at ChicoFest 2009
Regional event will showcase environmental sustainability and community collaboration
CHICO, CALIFORNIA (April 7, 2009) – Sierra Nevada Brewing Co. has partnered with Chico State University and the City of Chico to host ChicoFest 2009 on Sunday, April 26th.  The event will feature the dedication of the brewery’s recently installed solar array, Chico State University’s 11th Annual Eco-Fest Earth Day celebration, and Public Forum on Sustainability presented by Mayor Ann Schwab.
The 1.5 megawatt AC solar array is the latest achievement in Sierra Nevada’s nearly 30-year commitment to resource conservation and sustainable business practices.  Additional milestones at the brewery include an on-site wastewater management system, 1.2 megawatt co-generation fuel cell, extensive byproduct recycling, and organically grown hops on the premises.
Founded in Chico in 1980, Sierra Nevada Brewing Co. considers resourcefulness a philosophy. Reducing consumption and reusing and recycling raw materials is a basic component of the company's operations.  “We’ve been able to combine environmental stewardship with a high quality product,” said Sierra Nevada founder and owner Ken Grossman.  “The completion of the new solar array helps bring us one step closer to our goal of 100% sustainable energy production.”

The solar installation, coupled with the existing fuel cell plant provides over 80% of the brewery’s electricity needs with clean power produced on-site. Surplus electrical energy will be available to help supply the overloaded California power grid during peak power usage periods.

Admission to ChicoFest is free and open to the public.  The action starts at noon, with live music and special performances on the 30x24’ solar powered Hops Stage, environmental exposition, food vendors, tours of the brewery, and Sierra Nevada beer on tap.  The event culminates in the solar array dedication at 4:00 pm followed by a headlining concert by Portland’s one-of-a-kind 24-piece March Fourth Marching Band.  
The City of Chico’s Public Forum on Sustainability is also free and starts at 1:00 pm in the Sierra Nevada Big Room.  “I’m looking forward to updating people in the community about the city’s sustainability efforts and getting their feedback so we can incorporate the public’s ideas into our future initiatives,” said Chico Mayor Ann Schwab.  “This is a great way to strengthen the city’s Climate and Sustainability Action Plan.”
ChicoFest will also include the 11th Annual Eco-Fest Earth Day celebration held by the Associated Students’ Environmental and Action Resource Center.  “We’re really excited to be a part of this celebration,” said Bri Saseen, Chico State University student and Director of EARC.  “Our students have played a big role in producing the environmental exposition, and everyone appreciates the opportunity to showcase the valuable work being done by green businesses in Chico, our campus organizations, and local non-profit groups.”
Pedestrian access to ChicoFest from the Chico Velo Wildflower 100-mile bike ride at the Silver Dollar Fairgrounds will be direct and adjacent to the brewery.  More information and a full schedule of events can be found at www.chicofest.com .
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