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Social work is for those who desire meaning, action, diversity, satisfaction, and numerous possibilities in a career. Social workers are people who care about others and want to make a difference. The profession is devoted to helping people function the best they can in their environments, which may mean providing direct services to clients, or it may mean working for change to improve social conditions.
  
The phrase "in one’s environment" emphasizes a distinguishing characteristic of social work from other helping professions. Social workers help clients deal not only with how they feel about a situation, but also empower clients to effectively address their concerns. For example, a single parent suffering from stress may be referred by a social worker to a child care agency. The social worker might also help the parent explore flextime with the employer and might work with a coalition of local employers to make flextime and child care more available for others. Additionally, the social worker might help the parent address the immediate stress.

Working for social change is another venue for social workers. The victim of an assault benefits not only from therapy, but also from efforts to curb neighborhood crime and policies that address victim rights and services. The client whose family is financially devastated because of a catastrophic illness benefits from efforts to reform the nation's health care system.

The social work profession has its own body of knowledge, code of ethics, practice standards, credentials, state licensing process, and a nationwide system of accredited education programs. These equip the professional social worker to combine the desire to help others with the knowledge, skill, and ethics needed to provide that help.

  
Social workers must have a degree in social work from a college or university program accredited by the Council on Social Work Education. The undergraduate degree is the Bachelor of Social Work (BSW). Graduate degrees include the Master of Social Work (MSW) and the Doctorate in Social Work (DSW) or Ph.D. Graduate degrees are required to provide clinical therapy.

  
Degree programs involve classroom study as well as practicum experiences. The BSW prepares graduates for entry-level professional work, whereas the master's degree is for advanced practice. A DSW or Ph.D. is useful for performing research or teaching at the college/university level.

Areas of Employment:

Aging/Gerontology

Child Welfare/Child Protective Services


Community Organization

Developmental Disabilities


Employment Assistance/Occupational Social Work
Health Care/ Hospital
International Social Work


Juvenile Justice/ Adult Corrections



Management/Administration



Mental Health/Clinical Social Work

Planning/Program Development


Policy Analysis/Politics

Public Welfare/ Economic Assistance

School Social Work
Like students in the School of Nursing or the School of Education, social work majors must take classes in a particular sequence to ensure they learn fundamental concepts before they go out into the field. Additionally, social work requires both service learning and field practicum. Students perform community service learning during their junior year and intern at a social service agency 16 hours a week throughout their senior year.

  
Below is the sequence of classes for the undergraduate social work major. If you have questions or concerns regarding anything you have read, please call to arrange for an appointment with Vincent Ornelas, the Director of the BSW program. 
Tips for Transfer Students
Please meet with the transfer counselor/advisor at your own institution to ensure you are taking or have completed the five appropriate prerequisite courses indicated below. ASSIST is an online student-transfer information system that shows how course credits earned at one public California college or university can be applied when transferred to another. ASSIST is the official repository of articulation for California’s public colleges and universities and provides the most accurate and up-to-date information about student transfer in California. This website can be found at http://www.assist.org/web-assist/welcome.html
CSUC Courses


Social Work Core Courses


24 units total

BIOL 104


Human Biology (or Human Physiology)

4 units FA/SP

ECON 101 or 102 or 103 
Introduction or Macro or Micro Economics
3 units FA/SP
MATH 105


Statistics




3 units FA/SP

PSYC 101 


Principles of Psychology



3 units FA/SP

SOCI 100 


Principles of Sociology



3 units FA/SP

SWRK 170
Social Welfare Institutions


3 units FA/SP

SWRK 200
Multicultural Awareness



3 units FA only

SWRK 302
Human Behavior across the Lifespan

3 units FA only
Professional Sequence


36 units total 
SWRK Elective

Please note that in addition to the prerequisite and social work core courses listed, 



all social work majors in consultation with their major adviser, must take a 3-unit 




social work elective: 320 or 474 or 480 before graduation. 

Fall Semester Core (9 units)
Spring Professional Sequence I (13 units)


	170   
	Social Welfare Institutions
	 (3 units)
	303
	Human Behavior and Social Env.    
	 (3 units)

	200   
	Multicultural Awareness
	 (3 units)
	305
	Socialization – SWRK Profession
	 (3 units)

	302   
	Human Behavior across Lifespan
	 (3 units)
	325
	Basic Skills in SWRK Practice
	 (3 units)

	
	
	330
	SWRK Research Methods
	 (4 units)



Fall Professional Sequence II (12 units)       
Spring Professional Sequence III (9 units)


	435    
	Social Work Methods I 
	 (3 units)
	445 
	Social Work Methods II       
	 (3 units)

	485    
	Soc Welfare Pol/Progs./Srvcs.
	 (3 units)
	489B
	Social Work Practicum II
	 (5 units)

	489A  
	Social Work Practicum I
	 (5 units)
	490B
	Seminar for Practicum II
	 (1 unit)

	490A  
	Seminar for Practicum I
	 (1 unit)
	


Please refer to our website — http://www.csuchico.edu/swrk -- for additional information about the program and requirements. Questions can be directed to Jenny Funk jcfunk@csuchico.edu or (530) 898-6204. To schedule an advising appointment, e-mail Dr. Kathy Cox, kfcox@csuchico.edu.  If you are interested in learning about the master in social work program, (MSW), please go to http://www.csuchico.edu/swrk/MSW or contact the School of Social Work (530) 898-6204.
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