An overview:


Examine the italicized verbs. What tenses are they? What do they show? 

“The Fool”


One has to be considerate and tactful throughout his life.  That is  a great pity.   Only very exceptional people can  afford to be  frank.  Great poets and emperors dare   to be   frank, basing their daring on their true or imagined superiority.   “You are  all fools,  and you lead  your life in vain” is what is said by those who don't care if they are thought   to be eccentric or fools themselves.


In the Middle  Ages there was  a recognized profession of frank men:  the fools of the royal court.  They got  their room and board by being frank even to the point of telling  a proud Lear that he was   a fool.


I am sorry the trade of the smart fools has been abolished.  I would certainly apply  for a job if the profession were  still extant, and I would be  a perfect fool,  if I could. Wouldn't it be useful for modern statesmen to have  around some earthly fool like myself, expressing   his honest opinions and making   fun of their vanity?   My opinions would be very scientific as any modern fool's would have  to be and I would commute  between the great capitals of the world in my private jet.


Instead, I must get a job as a secretary this summer.  If my boss says  something stupid,  everyone expects  me to say,  “Yes, sir.”


One can not afford to be  frank if one is to work and earn his bread.  That was  the privilege of only a few in the not-so-dark Middle Ages.
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