                                      Summer 2010
GE Upper Division Theme C “Cross Cultural Explorations” in  

                                         Thailand 

                   University of Chiang Mai, Thailand
ENGLISH 353 (Multicultural Literature) + SOCIOLOGY 354 (Inter-Cultural Contacts)
Rob Burton, Department of English (898-6568) rburton@csuchcico.edu
Tony Waters, Department of Sociology (898-6384) twaters@csuchico.edu
Dates: Monday June 21- Friday July 23 

In-Class Meeting Times: MTThF 9-12 (Lecture/ Discussion) + TTh 8-9 (Life + Culture Activities) 
(Afternoons + Wednesdays are reserved for field-trips/Service Learning activities)
Reading List: 

NOTE: Please purchase these items in the U.S. before leaving for Thailand
Course Packet of Readings: Maps, Charts + Tables, Essays, Poems, Short Stories (available at Mr. Kopy, 119 Main Street)

Lonely Planet Guide to Thailand (12th edition)
Modern Thailand Robert Slagter + Harold Kerbo

The Lioness in Bloom: Modern Thai Fiction about Women Ed. Susan Fulop Kepner
Dream of a Thousand Lives: A Sojourn in Thailand Karen Connelly (Please Read BEFORE you leave for Thailand)
Extended Reading List:
NOTE: The following titles are optional.  They are recommended for further background reading.

Sightseeing Rattawut Lapcharoensap (clever, fast-paced short stories by a contemporary Thai writer who was born in the U.S. and raised in Thailand) 

Bangkok 8 John Burdett (crime novel by an American writer—now living in Bangkok—who uses the city as a backdrop for suspense and mystery) 

The Beach Alex Garland (cult novel made into a Danny Boyle [director of “Slumdog Millionaire”] movie—starring Leonardo Di Caprio. If you enjoy the idea of cult members living on remote islands blessed with stunning beaches, then this is for you!!) 
Overview of the Course:

Our course will combine the perspectives and approaches of Sociology 354 and English 353.  It provides the opportunity to adopt a “hands-on” approach to the study of  Sociology and Literature using the city of Chiang Mai (and surrounding countryside) as a real-life workshop. 
Sociology 354 is a comparative study of the nature of inter-cultural contacts. Focus will be on the cultural diversity of Northern Thailand including the role of hill tribes, immigration, and national Thai culture, and the ancient Lanna Thai culture.

English 353 is an examination of traditional and contemporary Thai literature (in translation) as well as various western literary perspectives on Thailand (from travelogues to contemporary romances).

Both courses will be joined together so that we can examine and discuss these themes and issues in a productive inter-disciplinary manner. 

Grades: 

Your combined Final Grade for English 353 + Sociology 354 will be determined as follows:

Attendance + Participation:  as this is a discussion-based class, full participation is required and will be rewarded accordingly = 15%
Daily Journal:  aim for 1-2 pages of “free writing” per day (plus illustrations + cut-outs, etc.). Try to use the Journal as a place to sharpen your observations of life in Chiang Mai and to record your thoughts and impressions of the material we are reading and discussing in class =  20%
Weekly Field-Trip Report: every Wednesday we will go on a field-trip that is crucially related to the reading material of the course. A 3-4 page report of the field-trip is due the following Monday (in-class). The report should be a mixture of  SOCIOLOGICAL ANALYSIS and PERSONAL OBSERVATION, USING LITERARY REFERENCES FROM OUR CLASS READINGS AS A GUIDE  =  20%  
End-of-Semester Capstone Paper: What have you learned about Chiang Mai/ Thailand during your 4-week study-program? What have you learned about yourself and your place in the world? How do you intend to apply this experience to the next stage of your academic + personal journey? The Capstone Paper should be 8-10 pages. It should be a part-reflection, part-analysis, part-travelogue paper. NOTE: In some cases, it might be best to write this paper AFTER you have returned home to the United States. Deadline: August 15 = 20% 
Service-Learning Experience: During your 4-week stay in Thailand, you will be given the opportunity to participate in a service learning program (ranging from volunteer work in a local orphanage to helping local students with their conversational English). If you are consistent and diligent in your regular weekly responsibilities, you will automatically be rewarded with full credit for this component of your Final Grade = 15% 
Presentation/ Student-led Discussion (in small groups) on a topic of your choice related to resources available in Chiang Mai:  =  10%
Calendar:

WEEK 1: Overview: Thailand + Chiang Mai
M 6/21 Introduction + Overview of Thailand + Thai Literature: Major Themes + Issues
 Readings: Dreams of a Thousand Lives  + Selections from Course Packet [History of Lan Na + Chiang Mai Major Temples and Historical Sites] + Lonely Planet (History)

T 6/22 Chiang Mai + Northern Thailand I:   
 Readings: Selections from Course Packet [Old City Walking Tour, Chiang Mai + History of the Hill Tribes in Northern Thailand] + Lonely Planet (Chiang Mai Province)
W 6/23 Field Trip 

Th 6/24 Chiang Mai + Northern Thailand II + Student Presentation I:
      Readings: Selections from Course Packet + Lonely Planet (Thailand & You)
F 6/25 Gender Issues in Contemporary Thai Fiction:
            Readings: The Lioness in Bloom (To be announced)
WEEK 2: Religion, Ethnicity, Gender, + Social Stratification in Thailand+ Thai Literature
M 6/28 Religion + Literature:
             Readings: Selections from Course Packet + Modern Thailand + Lonely Planet (The Culture) 
T 6/29   Ethnicity + Literature:
            Readings: Selections from Course Packet [Fredrik Barth on Ethnicity; Herbert Blumer on Race] + Modern Thailand + Lonely Planet (Arts)
W 6/30 Field Trip (Thapae Market or Chiang Dao) 

Th 7/1 Gender Issues in Contemporary Thai Literature + Student Presentation II:

             Readings: Selections from The Lioness in Bloom + Modern Thailand  
F 7/2   Social Stratification + Literature:
              Readings: Selections from Packet [Max Weber on Class] + Modern Thailand
WEEK 3:  Politics + Economics in Thailand + Thai Literature
M 7/5 Politics + Literature:
           Readings: Selections from Packet + Modern Thailand
T 7/6  Economics + Literature:
           Readings: Selections from Packet + Modern Thailand 

W 7/7 Free
Th 7/8 Gender Issues in Contemporary Thai Literature + Student Presentation III
            Readings: The Lioness in Bloom
F 7/9  Free
WEEK 4 + 5: Capstone Activities + Discussions
M 7/12-F 7/23 These 2 weeks are being left open for in-class and out-of-class discussions/ activities that arise out of the themes and issues we have examined in the previous 3 weeks.  

DEPARTURE FROM CHIANG MAI:  7/24 (optional)  
