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DIRECTOR’S
STATEMENT

As a filmmaker I can relate to Dr. Layton’s quest to 
unveil the story of the Frolic shipwreck. When I was 
first asked by Georgia Fox and Tom Layton to direct this 
film I immediately felt the story had great cinematic po-
tential and accepted the job. I understood the scientific 
and historical value of the story, but I quietly wondered 
what drove the men and women who pursue this inten-
sisive archaeological research as their life’s work. 

Telling this story took me and my crew to unexpected 
places. I found myself carrying oxygen tanks down the 
rugged Mendocino coast to supply a team of scuba 
divers, dodging the ocean spray aboard a 19th century 
ship as we filmed in the San Francisco Bay, and spend-
ing days pouring over a century of archival material in 
a maritime research center. The production introduced 
meme to a vast array of characters whose stories all inter-
sect with this single elusive shipwreck. 

As I followed Tom through his research each step of 
the process felt like solving a riddle. It was captivating, 
that simple pleasure in finding things out, and I wanted 
to make the audience feel as captivated by each turn 
of the story as I was. I hope this film reveals some 
honest insight into the intricacies of archaeological re-
search and inspires you to seek answers to whatever 
questions questions you may discover. 

 

Matthew Ritenour
Director

sive archaeological research as their life’s work. 
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FILM CREW

AA four-field anthropologist, Arik 
is constantly searching for new 
ways of incorporating the tech-
nological innovations of the 21st 
century to enhance the learning 
potential and quality of his re-
search. He has participated in   
pioneering programs using 3-D 
technology and visual media to 
protect and learn from cultural 

resources.

Matt's anthropological training 
brings a rare perspective to the 
craft of filmmaking. Blending 
the best documentary and cine-
matic storytelling techniques, 
his focus is sharing the results 
of anthropological research 
withwith the public. His films have 
won multiple awards, including 
a regional Emmy, and have 
been broadcast on PBS stations 

across the nation.     

MATTHEW RITENOUR
DIRECTOR

ARIK BORD
CINEMATOGRAPHY

DAN BRUNS
EDITOR

DanDan Bruns has over a decade of 
experience shooting and editing 
award-winning documentaries, 
commercials, and films. The 
only thing he loves more than a 
well-made story is a well-made 

cup of coffee.



Total Running Time - 26:46
MPAA - Not rated
Aspect Ratio - 16x9, pixel size 1920x1080p 
Year - 2014
Website - http://www.csuchico.edu/alva/
 projects/2013/impact-of-the-frolic.shtml
Production CompanyProduction Company - The CSU, Chico 
Advanced Laboratory for Visual Anthropology

Television Standard - NTSC
Shooting Format - R3D
Sound Format - Stereo 
Framerate - 23.976fps
Subtitles - English

TECHNICAL
INFORMATION



THOMAS LAYTON
PROFESSOR EMERITUS

SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY

RICHARD EVERETT
EXHIBITS CURATOR, SAN FRANCISCO
MARITIME NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK
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SHERRIE SMITH-FERRI
DRY CREEK POMO
BODEGA MIWOK

JIM KENNON
WRECK DIVER
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